
  

 
  
 
 

 
 
 

STELLENBOSCH 
UNITED CHURCH 

8 Van Riebeek Street, Stellenbosch 

Tel: 021-887 0495 

Fax: 0866171349 

 

www.stellunited.org.za 

 

 PRAYER LIST 

Anne McCartan, Eleanor Bergins, Eric Heward, The Mjame 

family, Louisa Kruger, Monty Maritz and family, The Morse 

family, Tim Hawkridge, Jan and Annie Stekhoven, Mfusi and 

Mphilisi Mjonono and family, Dos Blok, Susan Wolfaardt, 

Marthe Bergins, Louis Williams, Norma and Cindy 

Stevenson, Marie Gradidge, 

BIRTHDAYS  

 13 Jasper Cloete, Pierre-Henri Joubert; 14 Elize van Niekerk, 

Limnandi Tukwayo; 15 Joan McGregor, Richard Henn, Adam 

Plantinga; 16 Evelyn Van Niekerk, Tilly Church, Gavin 

Blows; 

 

WEEKLY READINGS 

 3rd Sunday of Advent. The texts this week focus on the 

messages of joy and celebration that the good news of 

salvation brings 

Mon Zephaniah 3: 

14-20 

A promise of restoration 

Tues Zephaniah 3: 1-19 A call to repentance and change 

of ways 

Wed Philippians 4: 1-9 Rejoice in the Lord always! 

Thurs Philippians 4:  

10-23 

To live a fruitful life with 

encouraging aromas 

Fri Isaiah 12: 1-6 With joy you will draw water from 

the wells of salvation 

Sat    Luke 3: 1-18 So, with many other exhortations, 

he proclaimed the good news to 

the people 

 
United Church – Bank Details 

Standard Bank – Acc No: 072269901 
Branch Code – 05 06 10  

VISION STATEMENT OF THE   STELLENBOSCH 

UNITED CHURCH 

Stellenbosch United Church is a 

community inspired by God’s love to explore 

our journeys of faith together. We listen for 

the Word of God in the Scriptures and we 

seek to: 

 Be an inclusive place of belonging and nurture 

 Be a responsive community, where every member 

is actively involved in the life and witness of our 

church 

 Live out our faith to bring hope within and beyond 

our congregation 

Doxology 

Christ enough to break all barriers 

Christ enough in peace in strife 

Christ enough to build our nation 

Christ enough in death in life. 

Christ enough for old and lonely 

Christ enough for those who fall 

Christ enough to save the sin sick 

Christ enough for one for all. 

 

 We invite all visitors to introduce themselves to 

the Elders on duty, to sign the Visitor’s Book as 

you leave the church, and to join us for a cup of 

tea or coffee after the service.  

Thank you to Inge Barnard for the beautiful 

flowers. 

A crèche is available for young children during the 

Morning Service. Please contact Ronel Retief 

0828740871 for more information or ask the elder on 

duty. Bob and Liana Mattes are on duty. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

13 December 2015 
 

Morning Service: 09:30 
Evening Service: 19:00 

Minister:  David Hunter 

Organist: Estelle van Dyk 

Education Assistant: Jane Plantinga 

Secretary:  Audrey Falconer 

(Office hours: 08:15-13.15) 

 



 

 

 

 

Awaken me, Lord. 

To your light, 

Open my eyes to your presence. 

 

Awaken me, Lord 

To your love, 

Open my heart to your indwelling. 

 

Awaken me, Lord 

To your life,  

Open my mind to your abiding. 

 

                  Awaken me, Lord, 

To your purpose,  

Open my will to your guiding. 

Celtic. 

 

“In the name of God, father and mother, God the son and God the 
Holy Spirit”. These are the words (translated from German) that 
were used by the leader of the service of worship we attended this 
morning. Familiar words perhaps. What might not be so familiar to 
the Reformed community, however, is the enactment of the cross. 
Before coming to Vorarlberg I was never at home with the idea of 
crossing myself, even though Howard and I spent our student 
years, seven years in Natal and then three years in Stellenbosch, 
within the fold of the Anglican communion, where it is common 
practice, depending on how “high” or “low” you are. But in the 
chapel service at St Arbogast, Thomas always introduces the 
movement in such an enlightening way. He talks about how in the 
act of crossing ourselves we place ourselves in the linking space 
between heaven and earth (the vertical axis) and in the horizontal 
axis between the people on either side of us or around us. Once I 
had thought of it in this way, I could enact the movement with some 
understanding. In this context it is for me a symbol not fixed on 
paper or carved in wood; it is a symbol happening in a moment of 
time. 
This is where we worship: St Arbogast, a community and 
conference centre run by the diocese of Feldkirch, but open to all 
kinds of courses and groups, both religious and secular. When the 
Eucharist is celebrated, all who love Christ are invited to share in 
the feast. In the spirit of the Taizė community and sharing some of 
its liturgy, it is truly catholic – including people rather than excluding 
them. The services are led by a roster of six people, one of whom 
is the priest in charge of the whole complex and another the priest 
in charge of youth ministry in Vorarlberg; the other four are lay 
people, two of them theologians.  
This morning Thomas (one of the theologians) was talking about 
Carl Lampert, a Vorarlberg priest who was imprisoned, 
interrogated, tortured, and in November 1944, along with two other 
priests, executed by the Nazi regime. His crime? He was an honest 
servant of God. When asked whether he valued Hitler’s Mein Kampf 
more than the Gospel, he replied: “the Gospel is the Word of God 
and speaks of love. Mr Hitler’s book is the work of a human being 
and preaches hate.”  
Later in the week we are going to a viewing of a film about Karl 
Leisner, a young German man who, in 1944, was consecrated as a 
priest by a French bishop in Dachau. In this week of remembrance 
we find ourselves looking at the tragic years of 1939-45 through a 
different lens. 
 
Ursula Reader 

                               

 

Notices 

New Minister: Pray regularly for David and Celene, the           

congregation, the person God has called, the Vacancy   Committee, and 

yourself and your role in making this a church of caring people who are 

actively responding to God’s call to you. Know that God will richly 

provide for all our needs.   

Kayamandi Soup kitchen is now offering boiled eggs. 

Donations needed of R60-R80. Contact Carol 

crlchase@gmail.com  Tel.021 8871781 Cell.0735343738            

Please note that from this week, 29th November, we will only 

have morning services. 

Winand Grundling, well known organist, has two CD’s, 7 days of 

Creation and The 14 Stations of the Cross, for sale in the office @ 

R100.00 per copy. Wonderful music and a lovely Christmas gift for 

music lovers!  

Sign up with your email address at 

unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za to receive our 

newsletters and notices. 

Books: Total sold R6408.00 Lots of lovely books for 

holiday reading! Thank you for continued support. 

 

Visit the ‘Love to Give Christmas Market’ see notice and 

direction in the hall on the notice board. Please support 

this worthy cause. 

 
The Retired Kingdom’s Crafts for Christ meets in the church hall on 

the 2nd Thursday of every month, from 10h00-12h00. All are most 

welcome and the next meeting will be on I4th January. Contact person, 
Louise Houston (074 328 2030) 
 

The Retired Kingdom offers 3 inspiring videos at your price for 6 

months as from 13 December 2015! Contact Alec and Hillary Brierley 
brierley@cybersmart.co.za  if you want copies of the following videos 

that John Houston kindly made for the Church at no cost! You are 
invited to make a donation! The church picnic (1 March 2015) the 

church camp (1-3 May 2015) and the mediation interactive session of 

the Retread University (18 October 2015) on ‘’Essential skills to 

flourish in life! ”Funds raised, will be used by the Kingdom’s 

Crafts for Christ to address relevant needy causes…you will get 

regular feedback in this regard.  
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