
  

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

STELLENBOSCH 
UNITED CHURCH 

8 Van Riebeek Street, Stellenbosch 

Tel: 021-887 0495 

Fax: 0866171349 

 

www.stellunited.org.za 

 

 PRAYER LIST 

Stan Ridge, Joan McGregor and family, Eleanor Bergins, The 

Mjame family, Monty Maritz and family, The Morse family, 

Jan and Annie Stekhoven, Mfusi and Mphilisi Mjonono and 

family, Susan Wolfaardt, Marthe Bergins, Louis Williams, 

Norma and Cindy Stevenson, Marie Gradidge,  

BIRTHDAYS  

 27 Astrid Beyers; 28 Peter Koch, Gabi Marnewick, Daniel 

Esterhuysen, Marianne Burger, Bronwyn Tocknell; 

29 Alec Brierley; 30 Ruth Campbell, Pam Leslie, Zingiswa 

Steto; 31 Felicity Hunting, Eunice Mbina; 1 Karin Morris, 

Thombekile Nonhinhi, Siphetuxolo Saki, Amahle Snowball; 

2 Estelle Johnson 
 

WEEKLY READINGS 

 1st Sunday after Christmas.  The texts this week focus 

on the faithful believers faithfully following God, 

believing and praising the Lord 

Sun  1 Samuel 2: 18-

26 

One family, two stories. One 

son growing up in the presence 

of the Lord, the other sons 

ignoring God 

Mon Luke 2: 15-21 To faithfully get up and go to 

see and hear what had 

happened as told and heard 

Tues Luke 2: 22-38 Affirmation of the promises of 

the Lord by faithful believers, 

Simeon and Anna 

Wed Luke 2: 39-52 A family faithfully going up to 

Jerusalem and being faithful 

to God 

Thur Colssians3:  

12-17 

As God’s chosen people, live 

faithfully 

Fri Ecclesiastes 3:  

1-13 

A time to consider the seasons 

of time and life 

Sat    Psalm 148 Praise the Lord 

 
United Church – Bank Details 

Standard Bank – Acc No: 072269901 
Branch Code – 05 06 10  

VISION STATEMENT OF THE   

STELLENBOSCH UNITED CHURCH 

Stellenbosch United Church is a 

community inspired by God’s love to explore 

our journeys of faith together. We listen for 

the Word of God in the Scriptures and we 

seek to: 

 Be an inclusive place of belonging and nurture 

 Be a responsive community, where every member 

is actively involved in the life and witness of our 

church 

 Live out our faith to bring hope within and beyond 

our congregation 

Doxology 

Christ enough to break all barriers 

Christ enough in peace in strife 

Christ enough to build our nation 

Christ enough in death in life. 

Christ enough for old and lonely 

Christ enough for those who fall 

Christ enough to save the sin sick 

Christ enough for one for all. 

 

 We invite all visitors to introduce themselves to 

the Elders on duty, to sign the Visitor’s Book as 

you leave the church, and to join us for a cup 

of tea or coffee after the service.  

Thank you to Gill Myburgh for the beautiful 

flowers. 

A crèche is available for young children during the 

Morning Service. Please contact Ronel Retief 

0828740871 for more information or ask the elder on 

duty. Thinus and Ronelle Booysen are on duty. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                     27 December 2015 
 

Morning Service: 09:30 
Evening Service: 19:00 

Minister:  David Hunter 

Organist: Estelle van Dyk 

Education Assistant: Jane Plantinga 

Secretary:  Audrey Falconer 

(Office hours: 08:15-13.15) 

 



 

 

                

 

 

“Therefor, 

as God’s chosen people, 

holy and dearly beloved, 

clothe yourselves  

with compassion, 

kindness,  

humility, 

gentleness 

and patience.” 

Colossians 3: 12 

 

 

SIMPLY BE HAPPY! 
In a wonderful little meditation the Dutch theologian Okke Jager poses 
the very relevant question whether it is really possible to experience 
true happiness? Because happiness, so Jager argues, mostly seems 
such a transient and fragile commodity, something we struggle to keep, 
hold on to and own in a permanent way.   
Which of course does not exclude that most of us have our happy 
moments.  
Today for instance we may share and enjoy a happy moment with a 
friend or a stranger. Or receive an unexpected compliment, gift or 
invitation. Or hear a wonderful piece of music. Or discover a marvelous 
book, see a moving film etc. All these things or experiences can make 
us feel extremely alive and happy. But then – and that is the problem - 
by the following day they may all be gone, spoilt if not stolen by 
unexpected setbacks and tragedies. Or just by the daily demands of 
work, those deadly routines which constantly interrupt or undermine our 
sense of security and happiness. 
Or there is the loneliness that are never far away, surrounding us like 
a dark night. 
The crucial question and challenge then becomes: "How to keep or 
hang on to our happy moments, making it something lasting and 
permanent?” 
According to Jager, we off course have our ways and methods to do 
this. We, for example, take and post pictures of our happy moments, 
we write and share about them, we collect and keep souvenirs to 
treasure the memory of them etc.  
Only to discover later how relative and limited these efforts can be, 
representing often a desperate and futile effort to retain the thrill and 
ecstasy of the original experience.  
Knowing this, many people have become skeptical and deeply 
mistrustful of the possibility of permanent happiness. They are even 
cautious to fully embrace their moments of happiness, being afraid of 
the pain caused by losing them again.  
So how to deal with this dilemma?  
In Jager’s view Christians need not only to acknowledge the limits of 
their own efforts in this regard – they also need to discover and 
embrace what the gospels proclaims in this regard. That is that 
someone else holds the key to our happiness. In the words of Bach’s 
famous song: "Jesus is the joy of man’s desiring." Which means that 
Jesus by coming to us and filling our darkness with the light of God's 
love and mercy, has already secured our happiness, holding firmly what 
we struggle to keep and retain. And that by following Jesus and thus 
staying in God's love, we may also experience a more lasting sense of 
happiness and fulfilment.  
One which can help us survive the most testing times and 
circumstances….with joy!   
So what then, Jager finally asks, are we to do if God through Jesus had 
already secured our happiness? According to him only one very 
obvious thing then remains: That is:  “To be happy, simply be happy!”  
Carel Anthonissen 

Notices 

New Minister: Pray regularly for David and Celene, the           

congregation, the person God has called, the Vacancy   

Committee, and yourself and your role in making this a church 

of caring people who are actively responding to God’s call to 

you. Know that God will richly provide for all our needs.   

The soup kitchen for Kayamandi is giving boiled eggs now 

to the homeless people. I am cooking them, but I urgently need 

donations to buy them. Any amount will help. Help needed 

with cooking and freezing sausages. Contact Carol crlchase 

@gmail.com, 021-8871781, 073 534 3738. 

Please note that we will only have morning services until 10th 

January 2016. Evening services commence on 7th January. 

Sign up with your email address at 

unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za to receive our 

newsletters and notices. 

Books: Total sold R7000.00 Lots of lovely books for 

holiday reading! Thank you for supplying wonderful 

books and your continued support. I am delighted that 

we have matched last year’s total! 

 

The Retired Kingdom’s Crafts for Christ meets in the church 

hall on the 2nd Thursday of every month, from 10h00-12h00. All 

are most welcome and the next meeting will be on I4th 

January. Contact person, Louise Houston (074 328 2030) 

 

The Retired Kingdom offers 3 inspiring videos at your price 

for 6 months as from 13 December 2015! Contact Alec and 

Hillary Brierley brierley@cybersmart.co.za  if you want copies 

of the following videos that John Houston kindly made for the 

Church at no cost! You are invited to make a donation! The 

church picnic (1 March 2015) the church camp (1-3 May 2015) 

and the mediation interactive session of the Retread University 

(18 October 2015) on ‘’Essential skills to flourish in life! 

”Funds raised, will be used by the Kingdom’s Crafts for Christ 

to address relevant needy causes…you will get regular feedback 

in this regard.  

 

 
       

http://gmail.com/
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