
  

 
  
 
 

 
 

STELLENBOSCH 
UNITED CHURCH 

8 Van Riebeek Street, Stellenbosch 

Tel: 021-887 0495 

Fax: 0866171349 

 

www.stellunited.org.za 

 

 PRAYER LIST 

Janet Pluck and family, Joy Blok, Jan and Claire De 

Munck and their family, especially Leah, John and 

Heather Harrison, Thea Boucher, Estelle Van Dyk, 

Elise Boyes, Helene Thompson, Jane Plantinga’s 

brother, Peter,  Alouette and Calla (Marion Smit’s 

family) Eleanor Bergins, Marthe Bergins, Louis 

Williams, Norma and Cindy Stevenson, Mazz De 

Villiers. 

BIRTHDAYS  

30 Nicky Myburgh, Liena Hoffman, Christina Espach; 

31 Nombulelo Doda, Jacques Van Niekerk; 3 Tanya 

Spotwood; 4 Stitia Pykstra, Thea Boucher, Mark Philp; 

5 John Houston, Gerhard Van Niekerk 

 

 
Weekly Readings:  

Mon  Psalm 75 Nahum 1: 1-13        Rev 14: 12-20 

                                            

Tues Psalm 75 

                   

Zeph 3: 1-13            Gal 4: 21-5: 1 

Wed Psalm 75 

                                            

Daniel 12: 1-13        Matt 12: 15-21 

Thurs Psalm 119;  

129-136                                 

1 Kings 1: 28-37       1 Corinth 4:   

                                  14-20                                         

Fri Psalm 119: 

129-136                                 

1 Kings 1:38-48       Acts 7: 44-53                                   

Sat Psalm 119: 

129-136                                 

1 Kings 2: 1-4       Matt 12: 38-42 

                                     

Sun Psalm 119: 

129-136                                 

Romans 8: 26-39     Matt 13: 31-33                           

1 Kings 3: 5-12       44-52 

   

 
 
 

United Church – Bank Details 
Standard Bank – Acc No: 072269901 

Branch Code – 05 06 10 

VISION STATEMENT OF THE   

STELLENBOSCH UNITED CHURCH 

Stellenbosch United Church is a 

community inspired by God’s love to explore 

our journeys of faith together. We listen for 

the Word of God in the Scriptures and we 

seek to: 

 Be an inclusive place of belonging and nurture 

 Be a responsive community, where every member 

is actively involved in the life and witness of our 

church 

 Live out our faith to bring hope within and beyond 

our congregation 

Doxology 

May the peace of God our heavn’ly Father 

and the grace of Christ the risen Son 

and the fellowship of God the Spirit 

keep our hearts and minds within love 

and to Him be praise for His glorious reign  

from the depths of earth to the heights of heaven. 

we declare the Name of the Lamb once slain 

Christ eternal 

The King of kings. 

 

 We invite all visitors to introduce themselves to 

the Elders on duty, to sign the Visitor’s Book as 

you leave the church, and to join us for a cup 

of tea or coffee after the service.  

Thank you to Ulrike Reuter for the beautiful 

flowers  

A crèche is available for young children during the 

Morning Service. Please contact Ronel Retief 

0828740871 for more information. Niel Retief is on 
duty this morning. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

30 July 2017 
 

Morning Service: 09:30 
Evening Service: 19:00 

                             Minister: Tony Robinson 0824558281 

Organist: Estelle van Dyk 

                             Youth Assistant: Andrew Snyders 

       Secretary:  Audrey Falconer 

  (Office hours: 08:15-13.15) 

 



 

 

          

                  

 

And 

we know 

that in all things 

God works 

for 

the good of those 

who  

love 

Him 

Romans 8: 28 

 

I have a friend who is a remarkably good illustrator. She worked 
for a London-based publisher a few years ago. When she 
received a letter about her drafts with a list of changes to be 
made, she was devastated. For days she could not work. On a 
friend’s recommendation, she went back to the publisher’s letter 
and used a highlighter to emphasise all the positive comments. 
Suddenly, it looked quite different. The comments were very 
positive overall. The changes asked for were relatively few! 
Reflecting on the experience afterwards, she was aware that her 
work had improved greatly as a result of taking the criticisms 
seriously in context.  
 
Another friend received a lengthy letter of thanks and praise for 
her achievements. In my view, it was rather excessively 
complimentary. However, one comment had a touch of criticism 
to it. Her reaction was extreme annoyance. She became more 
and more angry and kept bringing the criticism up in 
conversation – each time adding a bit so the person seemed 
really mean spirited. She was losing an opportunity. 
The reverse sometimes happens in the publicity business. 
When people’s business is to ‘push’ products like books or films, 
they mine even the most negative review for a phrase or 
comment that makes them seem irresistible. Take this 
devastating review. “This book is trivial and superficial. Try 
reading it. You’ll be flipping the pages so fast, the breeze will 
keep you cool on a hot summer’s day.” Now put that third 
sentence on the back cover of the book.  Anyone picking it up in 
a bookshop will think it is a fast-paced winner! 
 
These insights challenge us in two ways as Christians. We need 
to learn to see comments in perspective. Flattery can be a kind 
of insult.  Criticism is often a compliment that shows we are 
taken seriously and that people believe we can be better. 
Similarly, when we are critical of others, we need to be sure that 
the context of our comments is clear so that people do not see 
them as damning. Giving and receiving loving, truthful criticism 
has to be a constructive part of our life as a Christian community. 
Jesus shows the way. He always speaks to His followers in a 
specific context and carefully shapes what He says to them, 
challenging them to grow in His love.  
 
Elaine Ridge 

                                          
                                           

                                          

                                       Notices. 
 

Please note that there will be a congregational meeting 

after the morning service on 6th August to receive 
nominations and elect new elders 

 

Please book your tickets for the Organ recital with 

Audrey. R120.00m per person. Cheese and wine in the 

hall afterwards. 

 

Tony would like to invite you all to join together for 

prayer in the church every Tuesday morning @ 10am. 

The office will be closed during this time. 

 

A new Bible Study group will be starting this week, to 

be held in the meeting room on Wednesday’s from  

10-11.30am. All welcome. 

 

New Members Orientation. Please meet Tony straight 

after the morning services of the 13th, 20th and 27th 

August for 45 minutes.  

 

Books: Wonderful, almost brand new books on the 

table. Come and select. Total sold from January 

R9740.00.  

 

Marion Smit makes beautiful cards.  Please come and 

choose. All proceeds are used for those in need. Please 

support our Benevolent Fund.  

 

Don’t forget the ‘Love to Give’ project and the baby 

and children’s clothes for Louise to take to the 

hospital.  

 

Please collect a small bottle from the table in the porch 

and fill it with those small coins. Every little bit helps 

and at the end of the year we will give the proceeds to 

a charity in Stellenbosch. Total collected R989.00 

 

See the notice board in the hall for “Woman on Fire” 

to be presented at the Drostdy Theatre on 9th August 

@20h00 

 


