
  

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

STELLENBOSCH 
UNITED CHURCH 

8 Van Riebeek Street, Stellenbosch 

Tel: 021-887 0495 

Fax: 0866171349 

 

www.stellunited.org.za 

 

 PRAYER LIST 

Stan Ridge, Joan McGregor and family, Eleanor Bergins, The 

Mjame family, Monty Maritz and family, The Morse family, 

Jan and Annie Stekhoven, Mfusi and Mphilisi Mjonono and 

family, Susan Wolfaardt, Marthe Bergins, Louis Williams, 

Norma and Cindy Stevenson, Marie Gradidge,  

BIRTHDAYS  

 5 Sue Van Niekerk,  Nqabentle Unesipho, Phindile Madinga, 

Phindiwe Mandinga; 6 Meg Shepherd, Damien Burger, Philip 

Constandius; 7 Godfrey Rix; 8 Nosipiwo Luzipo, Mbonisi 

Mgudwana, Eric Smith, Christpoher Klopperes, Viktor Linell; 

9 Erik Loubser, Kim Weidemann, Patrick Van Wyk, Penny 

Landsberg, Bukho Duvele, Abulele Mjonono, Sphumela 

Nxokwana; 
 

WEEKLY READINGS 

 2nd Sunday after Christmas.  The texts this week focus 

on the blessings we receive in Christ and to respond 

with rejoicing 

Sun  Jeremiah 31:  

1-14 

Rejoice and sing with joy! 

Mon John 1: 1-18 Christ revealed as the Light 

and Christ revealing the 

Father 

Tues John 1:19-34 Christ the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the 

world 

Wed Numbers 6:  

22-27 

God’s eternal and true 

blessing 

Thur Ephesians 1:  

1-14 

Blessed in Christ! 

Fri Ephesians 1: 

15-23 

A reason or thanks and a 

prayer for the Spirit so that we 

could know Christ better 

Sat    Psalm 147 How good it is to sing praises 

to our God! 

 
United Church – Bank Details 

Standard Bank – Acc No: 072269901 
Branch Code – 05 06 10  

VISION STATEMENT OF THE   

STELLENBOSCH UNITED CHURCH 

Stellenbosch United Church is a 

community inspired by God’s love to explore 

our journeys of faith together. We listen for 

the Word of God in the Scriptures and we 

seek to: 

 Be an inclusive place of belonging and nurture 

 Be a responsive community, where every member 

is actively involved in the life and witness of our 

church 

 Live out our faith to bring hope within and beyond 

our congregation 

Doxology 

Christ enough to break all barriers 

Christ enough in peace in strife 

Christ enough to build our nation 

Christ enough in death in life. 

Christ enough for old and lonely 

Christ enough for those who fall 

Christ enough to save the sin sick 

Christ enough for one for all. 

 

 We invite all visitors to introduce themselves to 

the Elders on duty, to sign the Visitor’s Book as 

you leave the church, and to join us for a cup 

of tea or coffee after the service.  

Thank you to Trish Rix for the beautiful flowers. 

A crèche is available for young children during the 

Morning Service. Please contact Ronel Retief 

0828740871 for more information or ask the elder on 

duty. Leeanne Seeliger is on duty. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                     3 January 2016 
 

Morning Service: 09:30 
Evening Service: 19:00 

Minister:  David Hunter 

Organist: Estelle van Dyk 

Education Assistant: Jane Plantinga 

Secretary:  Audrey Falconer 

(Office hours: 08:15-13.15) 

 



 

 

                

 

Grant, 

O Lord God, 

that as the years change, 

we may find rest in your 

eternal changelessness. 

May we meet 

this new year bravely, 

sUre in the faith that, 

while people come and go, 

and life changes around us, 

you are always the same, 

 guiding us 

with your wisdom 

and protecting us 

with your love; 

through our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. 

William Temple. 

 

 

At Christmas play and make good cheer 
For Christmas comes but once a year. 

These words of Thomas Tusser have echoed down the 450 
years since they were written. They present us with a 
wonderful truth and a terrible trap. We have every reason to 
celebrate at Christmas. And it is a time of coming together 
which should be enjoyed to the full. I hope you made “good 
cheer.” And I hope you continue to know the joy of Christmas 
through 2016. You see, Thomas Tusser was wrong about 
Christmas coming but once a year. It is not a time of 
temporary escape from hard realities. It is a time of new 
beginnings in facing those realities. Joseph and Mary had a 
long, inconvenient journey to Bethlehem to meet irritating 
foreign government requirements. When they arrived they 
had to doss down in a dusty cowshed where Mary gave birth 
to Jesus. Then they had to face a long, tiring journey home 
with a new baby. At Christmas, we celebrate God’s coming 
into our inhospitable and inconvenient world and enabling us 
day by day to keep on finding our way.   
This new year is unlikely to be easy. The hard things in life 
are real and strong, so our struggle with them in ourselves 
and in the world is ongoing. However, this is not cause for 
gloom. Remember Paul’s struggle: “When I want to do good, 
evil is right there with me....  What a wretched man I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God – 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7.21-25). What a 
wonderful cry of relief! We can celebrate because Jesus is 
with us whatever we face. We are saved by grace 
(Ephesians 2.5). We are being saved (1 Corinthians 1.18). 
And we will be saved (Romans 5.9). 
We can’t run away from the challenges of life, but God’s 
grace is “sufficient for us” (2 Corinthians 12.9). Grace brought 
us Jesus. Grace is ready to save us in our present doubts 
and troubles. And grace will bring us to fullness of life. We 
and the people in our lives may not be reliable, but God is 
constant in his love, “yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews 
13.8).  
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15.13) 
 
Stanley Ridge 
 

 
Notices 

New minister:  Pray regularly for Tony and Helena Robinson 

as the process of appointment proceeds and they prepare to join 

us. May God bless them with assurance of their call and the 

knowledge of our love.  
Pray regularly for David and Celene in their retirement that 

they may know our love with them as they find the new ways in 

which God is calling them to serve. 

Pray regularly   for the congregation that each of us may see 

our roles in making this a church of caring people who are 

actively responding to God's call. 

The soup kitchen for Kayamandi is giving boiled eggs now 

to the homeless people. I am cooking them, but I urgently need 

donations to buy them. Any amount will help. Help needed 

with cooking and freezing sausages. Contact Carol crlchase 

@gmail.com, 021-8871781, 073 534 3738. 

Please note that we will only have morning services until 10th 

January 2016. Evening services commence on 17th January. 

Sign up with your email address at 

unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za to receive our 

newsletters and notices. 

Books: Total sold R7000.00 Lots of lovely books for 

holiday reading! Thank you for supplying wonderful 

books and your continued support. I am delighted that 

we have matched last year’s total! 

 

The Retired Kingdom’s Crafts for Christ meets in the church 

hall on the 2nd Thursday of every month, from 10h00-12h00. All 

are most welcome and the next meeting will be on I4th 

January. Contact person, Louise Houston (074 328 2030) 

 

The Retired Kingdom offers 3 inspiring videos at your price 

for 6 months as from 13 December 2015! Contact Alec and 

Hillary Brierley brierley@cybersmart.co.za  if you want copies 

of the following videos that John Houston kindly made for the 

Church at no cost! You are invited to make a donation! The 

church picnic (1 March 2015) the church camp (1-3 May 2015) 

and the mediation interactive session of the Retread University 

(18 October 2015) on ‘’Essential skills to flourish in life! 

”Funds raised, will be used by the Kingdom’s Crafts for Christ 

to address relevant needy causes…you will get regular feedback 

in this regard.  

http://gmail.com/
mailto:brierley@cybersmart.co.za


 

 
       

  
 

 

 

 


