
  

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

STELLENBOSCH 
UNITED CHURCH 

8 Van Riebeek Street, Stellenbosch 

Tel: 021-887 0495 

Fax: 0866171349 

 

www.stellunited.org.za 

 

 PRAYER LIST 

 Janet Pluck, Alouette and Rozelda (Marion Smit’s family) the 

McGregor  family, Eleanor Bergins, The Mjame family, 

Monty Maritz and family, The Morse family, Annie Stekhoven, 

Susan Wolfaardt, Marthe Bergins, Louis Williams, Norma 

and Cindy Stevenson, Marie Gradidge,  

BIRTHDAYS  

 7 Tricia Rix, Ingrid Van Niekerk, Gerhard Erasmus, Kelsey 

Cloete, Marcelle Miller; 8 Lyn Lubbe, Lindsay Hunting, 

Sabrina Wright, 10 Derek Quarmby, Michael Linell; 13 

Estelle Coustas, Philip Myburgh, Marianne Cronje, 

Sinethemba Nzuzo 
 

WEEKLY READINGS 

 Last Sunday before Lent which starts on Ash 

Wednesday 10 February. The texts focus on the Jesus’ 

and our transfiguration, but also on the text calling us 

to repentance in preparation for the season of Lent.  

Sun  Isaiah 58:1-14  True justice is to share our 

food and clothes 

Mon Joel 2: 1-17 Earnest call by God to return 

to Him with torn hearts! 

Tues Exodus 34:29-35 Moses’ radiance after meeting 

God on Mount Sinai 

Wed Luke 9: 28-51 Jesus’ transfiguration in 

preparation for his journey to 

Jerusalem 

Thur 2 Cor 3: 12- 4: 2 Our own transfiguration into 

being more Christ-like 

Fri 2 Cor 5: 20-6: 10 We are ambassadors of 

Christ’s reconciliation 

Sat    Psalm 51 Have mercy on me O Lord and 

wash and cleanse me. 

 
United Church – Bank Details 

Standard Bank – Acc No: 072269901 
Branch Code – 05 06 10  

VISION STATEMENT OF THE   

STELLENBOSCH UNITED CHURCH 

Stellenbosch United Church is a 

community inspired by God’s love to explore 

our journeys of faith together. We listen for 

the Word of God in the Scriptures and we 

seek to: 

 Be an inclusive place of belonging and nurture 

 Be a responsive community, where every member 

is actively involved in the life and witness of our 

church 

 Live out our faith to bring hope within and beyond 

our congregation 

Doxology 

Christ enough to break all barriers 

Christ enough in peace in strife 

Christ enough to build our nation 

Christ enough in death in life. 

Christ enough for old and lonely 

Christ enough for those who fall 

Christ enough to save the sin sick 

Christ enough for one for all. 

 

 We invite all visitors to introduce themselves to 

the Elders on duty, to sign the Visitor’s Book as 

you leave the church, and to join us for a cup 

of tea or coffee after the service.  

Thank you to Inge Barnard for the beautiful 

flowers. 

A crèche is available for young children during the 

Morning Service. Please contact Ronel Retief 

0828740871 for more information or ask the elder on 

duty. Niel Retief is on duty. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                     7 February 2016 
 

Morning Service: 09:30 
Evening Service: 19:00 

Minister:  David Hunter 

Organist: Estelle van Dyk 

Education Assistant: Jane Plantinga 

Secretary:  Audrey Falconer 

(Office hours: 08:15-13.15) 

 



 

 

                

 

 

 

O God 

Create 

in me 

a clean heart 

and 

put a new 

and  

right spirit 

within me. 

                  Psalm 51: 10 

 

 

 

ABOUT OUR PRIORITIES 
 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 

shall be yours as well (Matt 6:33) 
In Matt 6:24-34 Jesus draws our attention to what he reckoned should 
be the most important thing in our lives, the one thing or issue that 
should be viewed and practiced as our highest priority.  
   That is to seek above all the kingdom of God and its righteousness.  
According to Jesus the secret to a life of joy and fulfillment lies in this 
simple but extraordinary quest. But what does it mean, especially for 
modern people, to continuously seek God's kingdom, God's will, God's 
interest above all things? 
   In his book “The Gulag Archipelago” the Russian author Alexander 
Solzchenitsyn gives us interesting, but vital clues in this regard. While 
being transported by train to one of the notorious Russian labour 
camps, he could not help overhearing the talk and chatter of people on 
the platforms along the way. This happened when the train briefly 
stopped over at some smaller station during the night. 
   The talk really irritated and upset Solzchenitsyn because the talk 
sounded, compared to what he was going through, so trivial and self-
indulgent – about a grumpy mother in law, a difficult husband, people 
that did not clean their shoes before entering a building etc. 
   Somewhat indignant Solzchenitysn then asks the question: "So what 
is this racket about feet not being cleaned, or a difficult husband or 
mother in law? What about the most important things in life? Allow me 
to spell it out for you right here and now!"  
   Which he then does in the following words:   
“Do not pursue what is illusionary, property and position. All that is 
gained at the expense of your nerves decade after decade, and is 
confiscated in one fell night. No, live with a steady superiority over life. 
Don’t be afraid of misfortune, and do not yearn after happiness. It is 
after all the same: the bitter does not last forever and the sweet never 
fills the cup to overflowing.  
It is enough if you don’t freeze in the cold and if thirst and hunger don’t 
claw at your insides. If your back is not broken, if your feet can walk, if 
both arms can bend, if both eyes can see, and if both ears can hear. 
Then whom should you envy? And why? Our envy of others devours 
us most of all. Rub your eyes and purify your heart and prize above all 
else in the world those who love you and wish you well. Do not hurt or 
scold them, and never part from any of them in anger; after all you 
simply do not know: it might be your last act, and that will be how you 
are imprinted in their memory”. 
   Solzchenitsyn words point to two important things: ongoing gratitude 
for the mere gift of live and the willingness to share and enjoy it with 
others. That is God's will. That is what happens where God's kingdom 
breaks through. 
   And we need to stay alert for that. No more: we need to actively seek 
God's gracious will. That should be our big, if not our only priority in life. 
Carel Anthonissen                    
 

Notices 

New minister:  Pray regularly for Tony and Helena Robinson 

as the process of appointment proceeds and they prepare to join 

us. May God bless them with assurance of their call and the 

knowledge of our love. Pray regularly for David and Celene in 

their retirement that they may know our love with them as they 

find the new ways in which God is calling them to serve. Pray 

regularly   for the congregation that each of us may see our 

roles in making this a church of caring people who are actively 

responding to God's call. 

 

URGENT, URGENT, URGENT! Our new minister and 

family will be moving into the manse at 7 Bon Cretien, which 

means our tenant needs to vacate the property and is 

desperately looking for accommodation in or near Die 

Boord. She is looking for a home with 3 bedrooms and is pet 

friendly. Please will you contact Audrey 021 8870495 or 

Brian 0825223495 if you can help. 
 

Bible study group for women on Thursday mornings. We are 

starting with a new study on Acts and all are very welcome to 

join! If you are interested to join or just want to try it out, please 

call Tilda 0722530402.  

 

Gill Myburgh would like to meet with people who are willing 

to arrange flowers for our services. She would like to meet 

you after church to discuss drawing up a roster. Last week, Rev. 

Martin Lund reminded us to bring our talents and to use them 

for God’s glory. 

 

If you are willing to donate food to the Stellenbosch Night 

Shelter, please contact Tilda Schoonwinkel (0722530402) or 

the Shelter (0218866173 – between 8-1am)  

 

Books: Thank you for supplying wonderful books and 

your continued support. Off to a good start, R510.00 

sold! 

 

The Retired Kingdom’s Crafts for Christ meets in the church 

hall on the 2nd Thursday of every month, from 10h00-12h00. 

All are most welcome and the next meeting will be on 11/02/16 

February Contact person, Louise Houston (074 328 2030) 

 

Support our very important Benevolent Fund by buying the 

beautiful cards June and Marion create. R5.00 per card.  

 

       



  
 

 

 

 


