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At last our new dominee has arrived, and 
although he hasn’t yet settled into the revamped 
manse, I am delighted to introduce his first letter 
to the congregation. 

His theme is Jesus’s most important commands, 
which are “Come, follow me” and “GO!” Tony’s 
enthusiasm is palpable as he talks of his “heart-
on-his-sleeve love” for Jesus. He points out that a 
Christ-following lifestyle must inevitably result in 
changes in our own lives and gently encourages 
us to consider others.  

This month, the profile spotlight falls on Brian 
“our stalwart events organiser” Shephard. 

Estelle took some time out to get the low-down 
on Brian’s life thus far. Starting off in Florida 
(West Rand, not the US of A!), she gets Brian to 
talk about his childhood, marriage, subsequent 
travels and coming home. She also touches on 
some of the events he has organised for our 
church. I have attended a few of those potjiekos 
evenings and they were very lekker!  Brian’s 
surname not only describes his ability to 
shepherd his very talented family, but also the 

manner in which he tends to so many of the 
church activities. 

Also in this month’s newsletter, Bulelwa Gwele 
gives us some feedback on the Kayamandi 
church’s Easter activities. The Holy Week started 
with a Palm Sunday service where the 
congregation observed Jesus’s walk to Jerusalem, 
and culminated on the following Easter Sunday 
with a sunrise service at Muldersvlei, followed by 
another service at Kayamandi. Bulelwa describes 
a wonderful week of celebration and worship as 
they trace the events leading up to Jesus’s death 
and resurrection. 

Then Tilda Schoonwinkel reports back on the 
annual church camp. She was instructed to keep 
it short, or else the chimpanzee that sits in the 
computer has heart failure or some such thing 
(these things are beyond my comprehension, but 
apparently the system doesn’t cope too well if 
there are too many pictures). At any rate, it was 
sort and sweet and judging from the comments 
afterwards, it is evident that Tilda did an 
admirable job. 



   

The two news flashes involve Tony. The first one 
features photos of Tony’s induction ceremony 
and the second one features Tony’s graduation 
ceremony. Not only did he and Daniel 
Schoonwinkel both graduate with master’s 
degrees, but they were both capped by Daniel’s 

father, Arnold. How about that for a special 
occasion? 

Finally, as usual, please check out the upcoming 
events, the first of which I see has already 
occurred. Ah, well, we all know how time flies! 

Jane v Wilgen 
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MESSAGE FROM TONY 
 

 

There are several things that Jesus 
commands his disciples to do, but the first 
and last things he commands them are: 
"Come, follow me" and "Go!" These are 
significant, because they are the primary 
commands given to each Christian and to 
the church in general. 

As far as I can see there has been a lot of 
talk at Stellenbosch United Church in the 
last while about what to do next. The 
transition between David's retirement and 
my arrival has led to some exciting 
expectations and deep thankfulness. 
Thankfulness for the faithful ministry of 
Word and Sacrament by the beautiful and 
gentle servant, David, and then 
expectation that God will bring a new and 
fresh wind with a new leadership structure 
and perspectives. 

As many of you have already seen, I am 
not David. Neither as tall nor as good 
looking. I am sure that I will never be the 
pastor nor the counsellor that David is, 
and I hope that my heart-on-the-sleeve 
love for Jesus and His Word won’t drive 
you crazy. The journey I have taken in the 
ministry has led me from my home church, 
Stella Presbyterian in Durban, through 
Pietermaritzburg Presbyterian; St Kiaran’s 
Presbyterian in Fishhoek; Stirling 
Presbyterian in East London; Trinity in 
Grahamstown; All Saints United in 
Pietermaritzburg; George Presbyterian 

Church; Bellville Presbyterian Church and 
now to Stellenbosch United Church. All of 
these churches have tried in various ways 
to serve Jesus with varying degrees of 
success at various times, but the key thing 
all of them had in common was Jesus. He 
is their Master and their Rabbi. 

It is this same Rabbi who calls all of us to 
come to Him. He says to you, “Come, 
follow me.” This call is not one to be 
misunderstood, as we tend to do. Jesus is 
not calling us simply to say that we follow 
Him, to pray the sinner’s prayer and it’s all 
done, but to do the kind of following that 
He has in mind. He says, “If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me. 25 For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for me will find 
it.” 

The point here is that the Christ-following 
lifestyle is one in which we begin with the 
principle that change is inevitable. Taking 
up the cross means changing something in 
the way we live. Intentionally choosing a 
road which is unusual. I don’t know 
whether you’ve seen one of the people 
who go on a pilgrimage with a cross 
literally on their shoulder. That’s not what 
Jesus meant. He meant that we must 
follow Him to the place where our lives 
become all about others, not ourselves. 
Jesus died for OTHERS. The reason for the 
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church’s (and your) existence is the rest of 
the world. 

But it begins with Him. He says in Matthew 
11, “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out 
on religion? Come to me. Get away with 
me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show 
you how to take a real rest. Walk with me 
and work with me – watch how I do it. 
Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I 
won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on 
you. Keep company with me and you’ll 
learn to live freely and lightly.” Come to 
Jesus and learn from Him and His Word. 
Have a quiet time of prayer and study 

every day. Put the time aside, because it is 
imperative to sit at the feet of the Rabbi 
and learn. 

And then “GO”. One scholar translated it 
“as you go”. In your life, you’ll find that 
you don’t have to do anything special like 
going to another country. Where your life 
is you will find that the Rabbi’s ways have 
rubbed off on you and you will be grace to 
the world. Right where you are. 
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PROFILE  
 

by Estelle Coustas 

An interview with Brian Shepherd, our stalwart events organiser  

Brian was born in Florida on the West Rand and as a young boy attended the local 
Methodist Church where he was baptised and confirmed. He recalls how Sunday school 
was earlier than the church service, and then he and his three sisters sat through the full 
service with his dad, who was an elder. His mom would be home, cooking the family 
Sunday lunch, later attending the evening service. As he is now, Brian was always 
involved in the church’s activities, including the annual church picnic at the Krugersdorp 
municipal park, which saw everyone travelling there together in buses. The day was 
spent swimming and playing games. There was also an annual church concert in which 
Brian always participated. The church hall was the centre of many activities, including 
cubs and scouts, brownies and girl guides, and served as a preschool during the 
mornings. He also played badminton in the church hall each week with his father and 
eldest sister Elaine.  

Brian married Margaret (known as Meg) in 1982, and they have three daughters, Jene, 
Jessica and Debra (twins).  The family moved to Stellenbosch from Gauteng in 1990, and 
immediately joined Stellenbosch United Church, as it was within walking distance of their 
home in Mostertsdrift and the services were very similar to the Methodist church 
services. Within two years Brian was asked to join the Stellenbosch United Church 
council as an elder and served on the finance committee.  

In 1998 Brian had an offer of a position in a large retail company based in Kuwait, so the 
family sold their house and moved to the Middle East. After a 12-year stint, first in 
Kuwait and then in Dubai, the 
family returned to Stellenbosch 
in 2010 and now live in 
Paradyskloof.    

On their return to Stellenbosch, 
David Hunter immediately 
asked Brian if he wished to 
resume his place on the church 
council. Apart from his role in 
formal events, including his 
role in arranging the General 
Assembly, which our church 
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hosted in 2012, and his arrangement of David & Celene’s farewell service in December, 
Brian enjoys bringing the church members together with fun fellowship functions, and 
has arranged many bingo/quiz evenings with potjies, bowling mornings at the bowling 
club (see the picture of him instructing the rookie bowlers at a church function held at 
his bowling club in September 2014), catering for marathons and assisting with the 
church picnics. This is no doubt due to all the fun and fellowship he experienced as a 
young boy at the Florida church. 

Brian & Meg’s daughter Jess and her husband, Luke, have very kindly hosted a few of 
our church functions at their restaurant, The Table, on the De Meye Wine Farm at 
Muldersvlei recently. Jess and Debra have remained very close as twins, and the two 
couples, Jess and Luke, and Debra and her partner, Lee, have recently bought a home 
together in Jamestown.  Debra works at Stellenbosch University and recently completed 
her doctorate in Economics, graduating from the University of Amsterdam in March, to 
be followed by a similar ceremony at Stellenbosch in December. Jene, her husband, 
Francois, and two daughters, Emma and Olivia, live in Durbanville, with Jene teaching 
hospitality and cooking skills from home.  Below is a recent picture of the whole family. 

 

Brian says that he is retired, but is very involved in community work. He is the current 
president of the Van der Stel Bowling club, sits on the board of the main Van der Stel 
Sports Club, is actively involved in the Stellenbosch Municipality Safety and Security 
Committee, as well the current chairman of the Paradyskloof Neighbourhood Watch. He 
is also involved in consulting and training in logistics and the supply chain, and is a 
mentor for a non-profit organisation, which assists new entrepreneurs to grow their 
businesses.  

Thank you for your faithful work behind the scenes, Brian. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Back row, from left to right: Olivia, Lee, Debra, Jessica, Brian, Jene and Luke 
Front row, from left to right: Meg, Francois and Emma 
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FEEDBACK FROM THE EASTER 
FESTIVITIES IN KAYAMANDI 

 

by Bulelwa Gwele  

During Easter, commemorating the death and celebrating the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, from the dead is the most important event in the Christian 
calendar. During this time we receive quite a number of visitors at Kayamandi, thus we 
always have to look for a bigger venue that is able to accommodate additional people to 
our membership. This year we were fortunate to have the use of a hall at the Kayamandi 
Primary School. Endless hours are spent in church during this weekend and it was quite a 
jovial time for everyone. Because of these long hours spent at the church, food was 
provided to everyone attending.  

HOLY WEEK 

During Holy Week, we held services from Monday to Wednesday between 18h30 and 
19h30. Our associations led these services with relevant readings and the sharing of the 
Word. The celebrations began on Palm Sunday. During this service we observed the day 
when Jesus walked into Jerusalem and the people laid palm branches before His feet.  

The Maundy Thursday started with a Tenebrae 
service at the Van Riebeek Street church directed by 
Rev. Tony Robinson. Afterwards we went on to enjoy 
the prepared supper in Kayamandi before the service 
commemorating the arrest and trial of Jesus Christ, 
which was led by Nokuzola Kakaza. A selection of 
five preachers narrated the events that took place 
during Jesus’s trial, relating them to our own lives.  

The Good Friday service was led by eight preachers. 
The first took us through the events that transpired 
as Jesus walked the Via Dolorosa, and the rest 
preached on the seven sayings of Jesus Christ on the 
cross. They related their sermons to the contemporary issues facing our church and 
society. Each preacher took about 10 minutes on the podium. We were honoured with 
the presence of Rev. Tony Robinson and his family, Stan and Elaine Ridge and Prof 
Andrea Bieler. After the service, the congregation enjoyed a lovely cooked meal together 
and we had a number of visitors from the Kayamandi community as well. 

Elder Nokuzola Kakaza with one of 
the preachers, Mrs Nonyameko 

Mbambalala 
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SATURDAY 

The morning session on Saturday 
was dedicated to the Children’s 
Ministry to showcase their talent in 
music, drama and dance. It started at 
10h00 and went on until 14h00. At 
16h00 the Women’s Association 
gathered for their service, which ran 
until 18h30, just in time to hand over 
to the Youth Fellowship and IYZA 
(Girls’ Association) who led the congregation in service. Between 18h00 and midnight we 
had a medley of services that were led by our associations (Youth Fellowship, IYZA and 
MCG Mens’ Association). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three of the preachers who addressed the congregation: elder 
Jongikaya Mpongoshe, elder Jongile Gwele, and Rev. Tony 

Robinson 
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SUNDAY 

We started this day with the sunrise service at Muldersvlei conducted by Rev. Tony 
Robinson and then moved to Kayamandi for a service led by elder Malibongwe Gwele. 
He shared the Word, taking us through the events that took place after Jesus had risen 
from the dead, relating it to our daily lives and how we should approach things in life as 
Christians. We then shared a meal and went home to rest with our loved ones. 

Once again, we have had a successful Easter celebration. Our heartfelt gratitude goes 
out to the governing body of Kayamandi Primary School who allowed us to utilise the 
school premises. We would also like to thank the Council, the catering team who worked 
tirelessly to ensure that meals were cooked and everyone who contributed to make sure 
the weekend was a success. 
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FEEDBACK FROM THE  
ANNUAL CHURCH CAMP 

by Tilda Schoonwinkel 

 
The camp was such a success, with wonderful fellowship, delicious food and great fun! 
Special relationships were built and nurtured, and we were all encouraged for the road 
ahead. Our Lord has blessed us beyond everything we had hoped for! 

Some highlights: 

* Everyone present took part in an active and energetic way throughout the camp, 
especially in the discussion of the special interest groups. 

* Tony led our devotions from Nehemiah 2, which also focused on our camp motto: 
“Arise and build!” We are looking forward to our building together an ever 
growing family of God. 

*The camp concert was so much fun and the item with Tony, Charl and Estelle was a 
total hit – sorry for those who missed it! We were also treated to very special music 
and choirs – they should sing at church more often! 

* The Saturday afternoon games was also an amazing effort of teamwork, energetic 
participation and creativity. Jodie Maritz made special medals for the winning 
teams and some contestants wore those proudly until the end of the day.  



 Vol 2016 (#3) – pg. 14 

 
 

   

 

Here are some responses that came in after the camp: 

Charl Cilliers: 

Hi all … just feel the urgent desire to really thank you all (as all success is due to team work), 
but especially Tilda, for a wonderful camp! …. and …. Wonderful creative and so important 
initiative to get Tony connected and all of us reconnected and inspired again! With great 

appreciation! 

 

Adri van Rooyen: 

Hear, hear! Thank you, Tilda, for “pulling it all together”!  Well done. 

 

Stan Ridge:  

Sometimes after-effects are unpleasant. These are the very opposite. I was struck today at 
Tony’s induction by the ease with which I was able to relate to a number of people I haven’t 

known that well, about 2/3 of them from Kayamandi. They clearly also felt this and were 
immediate, ready to touch me on the arm to get my attention and generally warm and 

affectionate. This is probably the major benefit from events like the camp. Thank you again for 
all your effort in organising it. 
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NEWS FLASHES 
 

Here are a few pictures from Tony’s induction. It really was a joyful and hands-on 
occasion (both literally and figuratively). And as you can see, Tony and Helena did bring 
their children along after all. The kids behaved impeccably, to the point where one of 
them was almost inducted alongside Tony! 
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Congratulations to Tony who recently received his master’s degree! Suzanne Opperman 
asked him to share a few special moments from the day with us: 

“It was meant to be my first day as minister at Stellenbosch United Church, but instead I 
found myself standing with Daniel Schoonwinkel on the field at the Danie Craven pavilion. 
We both had our master’s gowns and hoods and were waiting 
for our names to be called. 

There were several lovely things about the day, and meeting 
Daniel was the first. Then I was seated next to an ex-colleague 
and friend of mine, Patrick Dunn, who was also graduating with 
a MTh. Helena sat with his friend, Sophia, and we had photos 
together afterwards. But the highlight of the day was when I 
climbed the steps and approached the podium. I was capped by 
none other than Arnold Schoonwinkel, who broke protocol and 
shook my hand warmly. It was a special moment as our dear 
professor capped his son and gave him a big hug. It was a great 
day and a relief to finally have the three years of slog behind me.” 

 

"And so the family 
Schoonwinkel did it in 
two's. Arnold ‘tapped’ 
Daniël for his MSc in 
Engineering and capped 
Johan for his MBA degree 
(and hugged them, at their 
graduation ceremonies. 
Congratulations too all the 
Schoonies." What a 
moment. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

- The Prayer Group meets in the church every Friday from 11h30–12h00.  

- Crafts for Christ meets every second Thursday of the month from 10h00–12h00 
in the church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).  

 
  

Tue 5 April Schools Reopen 

Sun 24 April AGM 

Wed 27 April Freedom Day 

Thurs 5 May Ascension Day 

Sun 8 May Mother’s Day 

Sun 15 May Pentecost 

Sun 19 June Father’s Day 

 

Watch this space for the date for the next  
Quiz and Potjie evening planned for cooler weather at The Table at De Meyer 
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