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I want to tell you straight out that our first 
newsletter sans our faithful skipper and first mate, 
David and Celene, was surprisingly plain sailing. 
Estelle kept the rudder more or less on course and 
Suzanne has promised some eats next time. 

The void that has been left by David’s thought-
provoking letters has kindly been filled by Tim 
Hawkridge, who fills us in on the latest news from 
the Vacancy Committee and the procedures that 
need to be followed before we can welcome our 
new minister, Tony Robinson, to the congregation. 
He adds words of encouragement to us all and 
thanks the vacancy committee for their thorough 
work effort. 

We are not yet ready to part with the Hunters, and 
so Estelle was tasked with writing a farewell tribute 
to David and Celene. She takes us through the 
moving service of 6 December, when we bade 
farewell to our so much, much more than a 
minister of 27 years. She highlights all the 
poignant moments of the service and touches on 
the various tributes given by selected members of 

the congregation. The whole family was there and 
there are lots of “kiekies”.  It was just so nice! 

Then it’s over to the Reformation and Renewal 
Planning Group for an early reminder of the 
congregational camp at which you can interact 
with your new minister. 

None of us could have missed seeing the 
spectacular blaze that enveloped Simonsberg a 
few weeks ago. This is the second year in a row 
that some of our church members have been 
directly involved in a wild fire situation. Bernard 
Nicholls not only gives us a first-hand account of 
his experience, but also pays tribute to all those 
who assisted in combatting the fire.  

Our News Flashes are devoted to some of our 
2015 matriculants who tell us about the exciting 
ventures they are embarking on this year.  

As always, we end with upcoming events, which 
feature such epic happenings as, well, the Cape 
Epic and most importantly the start of our new 
minister’s ministry on 15 March. 

Jane v Wilgen 
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UPDATE FROM THE VACANCY COMMITTEE 
 

Tim Hawkridge (Assessor of the Vacancy Committee) 

 

Dear family of Stellenbosch United Church, 

 

Since I last communicated with you through 
this medium, David has retired from his 
ministry amongst you, and a large 
congregational meeting on 6 December 
2015 accepted enthusiastically and 
unanimously the proposal of your Vacancy 
Committee that the Revd Tony Robinson be 
called as the next minister. It was 
remarkable to be gathered for that 
thanksgiving service in which we looked 
back with gratitude for all that flowed from 
David’s long and remarkable ministry and 
honoured him accordingly, and were also 
able to look forward with anticipation to the 
continuation of God’s plan for you. 

The call to Tony has been signed by well 
over 70% of the official membership of the 
congregation – a sterling effort for the 
Christmas holiday season! It has already 
been endorsed on 18 January 2016 by the 
Peninsula Region of the United 
Congregational Church (one of our two 
parent denominations) and on 9 February 
2016 will be put before the Presbytery of 
the Western Cape (the regional body of our 
other parent denomination) for approval 
and presentation to Tony. 

If everything goes according to plan, Tony 
will be starting his ministry at Stellenbosch 
United Church on 15 March 2016, which is 
just around a few corners. At present he is 

on two months’ sabbatical leave between 
his ministry at Bellville Presbyterian Church 
and the one to which he is coming. This he 
has timed deliberately to be able to prepare 
his mind and heart for a new ministry 
amongst you, so he will come to you rested 
(as rested as a parent of two small boys can 
be) and ready to get going. I have a strong 
sense that his ministry will not only build on 
the great foundations laid by David Hunter 
and his predecessor, Jimmy Stevenson, but 
will also open up new seasons for this 
congregation. I would urge you to be 
thoroughly teachable and expectant of 
God’s renewal. Remember that the role of a 
minister is not to do the ministry of a 
congregation for it, but to enable God’s 
people to find, develop, and express the 
ministry to which he has called each one, 
and to coordinate all the parts into a stream 
of God’s grace that penetrates and 
transforms the surrounding community. 

I would like to thank all the members of the 
Vacancy Committee for an outstanding job 
done in sifting through no less than 17 
candidates who showed interest in the role. 
They gave much time to the short-listing of 
three of these, and then did the work to be 
able to present the minister they believed 
to be the best fit and God’s choice to the 
congregation. After that experience, they 
were able to bring a unanimous 
recommendation to the congregational 
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meeting, which was clearly trusted as being 
God’s guidance. 

I’d also like to thank the Church Council and 
the Reformation Group for continuing to 
lead the congregation into the vision for the 
future which has been discerned by 
leadership over the last year, 
notwithstanding the impending change 
from David’s ministry to Tony’s, which will 

inevitably have a different flavour, but a 
continuous direction I believe. 

As God told His people through Haggai in a 
time of discouragement, “Be strong, and do 
the work, for I am with you!” 

Blessings 
Tim Hawkridge. 
(Interim moderator) 
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FAREWELL TO DAVID AND CELENE 
by Estelle Coustas, with assistance from Malibongwe Gwele, Elizabeth Perrie and 

Stan Ridge 

Sunday 6 December 2015, our annual thanksgiving celebration, was also the day that we 
gathered to say farewell and thank you for 27 years of faithful service to David and Celene 
Hunter, who took over from Jimmy and Norma Stevenson in 1988. How do you begin to 
say thank you to two people who have devoted a substantial period of their lives to our 
congregation? A few of us remember the day of David’s inauguration after they had arrived 
with their 4-year-old Shannon and 14-month-old twins Luke and Carrie. We also remember 
Celene’s words at the tea after the service. Celene told us to take a good look at her. But, 
unlike Barbara Bush who had made the same statement when her husband was 
inaugurated, saying that the Americans would see an awful lot of her, Celene cautioned 
that the congregation would not see a lot of her because of her family responsibilities. 
Despite their responsibilities, from the outset David and Celene’s care has reached far 
beyond the congregation. Both are skilled counsellors, frequently approached by people in 
need from other churches or of no church affiliation. They have always responded in this 
delicate situation, caring for the individual in ways that built inter-church trust.   

In his sermon during the thanksgiving service, David attested to ongoing listening for the 
Word of God, alertness to need, openness to possibilities of service, and assurance of 
God’s provision. Celene led the congregation in prayer, and Shannon, Luke and Carrie 
(watched by her father with pride in the picture below), now all Stellenbosch graduates and 
established health professionals, read from the Scriptures.   

The children led the congregation in singing Uyingcwele Baba, the Xhosa rendition of You 
are holy, my Lord (see the picture below).  
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Tributes were paid by Elizabeth Perrie, Stan Ridge and Malibongwe Gwele. Elizabeth 
reminisced about growing up with David in Johannesburg where their families were friends. 
She thanked David for his exceptional empathy for people in all types of situations, his 
sincerity and amazing knowledge which has made his sermons so interesting.   

Stan Ridge, who was on the Church Council when David arrived, provided an overview of 
David and Celene’s 27 years serving our congregation, including leading the changes 
required, as well as his role in the wider Presbyterian and Congregational Church 
community and his service on the advisory board of the Stellenbosch University Faculty of 
Theology. Stan ended off by referring to the “David and Celene-shaped hole in our lives” 
that they would leave behind. Stan added that, with characteristic grace and generosity, 
David and Celene have firmly decided to move right out of the congregation for a while to 
enable us to find our feet and give full scope to the new minister. It is for this reason that 
the congregation is asked not to press David to take on responsibilities such as baptisms 
and marriages in the congregation. But it is comforting to know that they are not moving 
away from Stellenbosch, and that they will return to the congregation in due course.  

The final tribute was delivered by Malibongwe Gwele who thanked Mfundisi on behalf of 
our Kayamandi congregation. Malibongwe spoke of David and Celene’s ministry in 
Kayamandi and of what they meant to so many people in Kayamandi. He urged the 
congregation to carry David and Celene’s legacy forward by living the Christian values they 
have so faithfully expounded throughout their ministry: “Your ministry has challenged all of 
us to value, respect and treat each other with dignity and look beyond race, language, 
culture and class”. In the picture below David and Malibongwe share a special moment 
after Malibongwe’s tribute. 
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After various gifts were handed over to David and Celene and the Kayamandi Choir had 
sung two hymns, the service ended with the Benediction beautifully played and sung to 
David and Celene by our organist, Estelle van Dyk. 

 

 

 

As David and Celene enter the next phase of their life’s journey, we ask you to hold them in 
your prayers, and wish them well. Hamba kakuhle, David and Celene.    
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FROM THE REFORMATION AND 
RENEWAL PLANNING GROUP 

 

This is an early notification of the congregational camp that is planned for the third 
weekend in March by the Reformation and Renewal Group. 

Please set aside the weekend of 18–20 March for our camp, which will be held at the 
Christian Brothers Centre in Paradyskloof. Tony, our new minister, will be attending and is 
looking forward to meeting many of you there. 

Last year’s camp was a huge success and everyone who attended enjoyed it immensely. 
Below are a few photos to prove it. 

More details will be made available, but in the meantime you can contact Tilda 
Schoonwinkel for information. 
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THE FIRE ON SIMONSBERG – A PERSONAL ACCOUNT 

By Bernard Nicholls of Mitre’s Edge Wine Estate 

 

Late in January, a massive fire raged through the Simonsberg valley. Amidst the 
devastation, there is also so much to be thankful for.  

First of all, we have to thank Adele Toua of the Simonsberg Conservancy for all her time 
and effort, liaising between all of us into the early hours of the morning. It was amazing to 
see, from the top down, how everyone pulled together. 

Winelands Fire Services always appeared at just the right time, bringing hope to 
landowners when they needed it most. Their decision to only protect property was very 
wise, as it focussed help on areas where it was most crucial. As a result, the only property I 
am aware of that was damaged, but where the fire was put out by Winelands Fire Services, 
was the pool house at Marianne Wine Estate. More importantly, no lives were lost.  

In addition to Winelands Fire Services, air support and volunteer fire services also did an 
amazing job. I don’t know the inner workings of the command centre protocols, but, as far 
as I could see, it was managed effectively and professionally. 

We are also grateful to farm staff and their families who put themselves in harm’s way, 
including their children who helped on the fire lines. Our gratitude goes out to the women 
of these families for their collection and delivery of water, food and supplies to the fire 
lines. 

I must also mention Bertus de Clerk who was instrumental in our safety. On the evening 
that the fire was approaching towards our side, he and Anel had taken a drive to 
Helshoogte and were calculating its approach. We later kept a short watch outside 
Klapmuts. We were ready in the early hours of the morning and went to Siggy Kulenkampff 
at Wiesenhof. At that time, our neighbour Hanno Havinga and his wife, Marisa, also joined 
us. Both he and Bertus put in a tremendous effort in the days that followed. Bertus also 
rallied support from the farmers from the other side of the N1. The Milner brothers, Siggy 
and their families also put in a huge effort, and the support from neighbours was always 
there when needed it. Our heartfelt thanks goes out to Anel and Marisa for the logistical 
support they provided to Bertus and Hanno respectively. 

My wife, Lola, managed to get help from Slaley, who sent three tractors with water carts 
and hoses to Lievland at a critical time, which was also instrumental in helping contain the 
fire at Lievland and the possibility of it jumping over the R44, as it did in 2000. I thank Lola 
and our children, Jenny, Luke and Matthew, for all their support and work on the fire lines. 
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I have obviously singled out a few names, but there are countless others who we are 
thankful to as well. 

Unfortunately, we weren’t able to help with the battle that the R44 Knorhoek Security were 
facing, but the Whatsapp chats gave a sense of the enormity of the situation and also 
provided valuable information confirming that people and property were safe. 

All in all, the communication between all parties involved was pretty good and definitely 
saved lives and property. It is, however, very sad to see the devastation of agricultural land, 
the many hectares of vineyard lost and the huge consequential loss that many landowners 
have suffered. 

I hope and trust that justice will prevail in finding the arsonists who are responsible for 
starting these fires, and that they will be suitably sentenced. 

In ending off, I would like to say thanks to all of you for your prayers, thoughts, and 
concerns. We were all battle weary, some of us having as little as eight hours sleep in three 
nights, but normality is slowly returning to our farms. Ultimately, we stand amazed at the 
energy, effort and support put in by so many individuals and the power of the combined 
human spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Marieta Woudstra was on the scene and 
provided us with these dramatic photos. 
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NEWS FLASHES  
 

Congratulations! 
 

Quite a few members of our community wrote matric at the end of last year and are now 
embarking on a brand new journey. As a community we would like to congratulate each of 
them on this big achievement, and wish them all the best for this exciting new phase of 
their life. Here is what some of these accomplished young people will be getting up to in 
2016. 

 

   
Kelsey Nel is taking a gap year and 

au pairing in Europe. 
Shannon Gebers is studying 

Medicine at US. 
Emma de Clercq is studying 

Engineering at US. 

   
Kelsey Cloete is studying at the  

Stb Academy of Design and 
Photography. 

David Wolfswinkel is studying BMus 
at US, specialising in conducting. 

Shannon Morse is studying 
Viticulture and Oenology at US. 
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Kayla-Ann Weidemann is studying at 
the Stb Academy of Design and 

Photography. 

Talya Beyers is studying BA 
Language and Culture at US and is in 

Huis ten Bosch. 

Cathryn Goodwin is taking a 
gap year and planning a stint in 

Ireland. 

 

   
Claire De'Hosse and her proud 

mother, Susan. 
Claire is taking a gap year, assisting 
at a school and boarding school in 

England. 

Suzaan Hobson is studying BSc Food 
Sciences at US and is in Minerva. 

Mark Reuter is studying 
Electrical Engineering at US and 

is in Eendrag. 

 
 

 

 
 

Sean Richardson is studying 
Actuarial Science at US and is in 

Wilgenhof. 

Michele Ter Huurne is studying BSc 
at US. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

− The Prayer Group meets in the church every Friday from 11h30–12h00.  
− Crafts for Christ meets every second Thursday of the month from 10h00–12h00 

in the church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).  
 

  

10 Feb Ash Wednesday 

6 March Cape Town Cycle Tour  

13-20 March Cape Epic 

15 March  New minister’s ministry starts  

19-21 March UC camp at Christian Brothers Centre in Paradyskloof 

25 March Good Friday 

27 March Easter Sunday 
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