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If you have ever eaten a gourmet open sandwich you may sense some parallels with the 
structure of this month's newsletter. On top, as a light garnishing, is a description of the fun-
filled efforts of the team that produced our stock of Palm Sunday crosses, which are a 
symbolic reminder of Christ's return to Jerusalem and final days before his crucifixion. Not 
quite garnishing, but triggering sensory recollection is a review of the performance of the 
Elgar Chorale and the celebration, through music and song, of the lives of Marietjie and 
Catharina Grobler. The contributions by David and Amanda Gouws provide excellent food for 
thought regarding the political dynamic at play ahead of the forthcoming election - and what 
our practical roles might be within this dynamic. Of course, no open sandwich would be 
complete without a good basis and we find this in the conclusions presented by Carel 
Anthonissen, that the establishment of Christianity in the world following Christ's resurrection, 
can only be explained by God's unimaginable love for us. The efforts of Paul and multitudes 
of other disciples would have come to nought without God's guiding presence. Enjoy the 
meal! 

********************* 

Preparation for Palm Sunday 
 

It was a wonderful afternoon of fellowship, fun and hilarity. Making these palm crosses is not 
like riding a bicycle! Every year you have to learn it again. A friend from Liz's stables also 
attended (mercifully she had been to a convent) and so took to this like a duck to water as 
did Karin. They became our leaders and helpers. In between sips of Earl Grey tea and 
marvellous scones, baguettes and muffins to keep our energy up as we had to make 200. No 
mean feat. Mercifully Caroline was so delighted when she "got it" and was all set to take a 
branch home to make more as did Tanya Tarasova and of course Liz who found it 
wonderfully therapeutic as the sun set. So she just kept keeping on. Thank goodness. All of 
them came with extra handfuls in the morning. Thanks to everyone and especially Liz who 
makes these occasions absolutely delightful and a highlight of the church year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Swellengrebel and Margie Hinks. 



Elgar Chorale visit 
By Brian Shepherd 

 
On 12 April the United Church was 
packed to the rafters to hear two 
wonderfully talented choirs, the Elgar 
Chorale from the UK and the St. 
George’s Singers from Cape Town, 
sing works from Edward Elgar, Hubert 
Parry, Gabriel Faure and other 
composers. The visit was arranged to 
celebrate the lives of Marietjie and 
Catharina Grobler who lost their lives 
so tragically two years ago. The 
programme for the evening was 
beautifully adorned with a white dove 
drawn specially for the event by Piet 
Grobler. We are so sorry that he was 
unable to be present with us.  
 
What a wonderful opportunity for our congregation and other friends of the family to be part 
of this celebration together with all our visitors who were there to give support to Piet in the 
UK during the months after the accident. Many new friends were made. A big thanks to all 
who made the visit so memorable for the choir members by providing accommodation and 
assisting in the planning and co-ordination of the concert. 
 

********************* 

 
A MESSAGE from DAVID 

 
Dear Friends 
Last week Celene decided to alter her cycle route to the gym.  Instead of cycling up alongside 
the Eerste River, she cut through Bloemhof and Rhenish High, and managed to get three 
punctures in as many days! This ‘short cut’ gave me plenty of time to refresh my bicycle 
maintenance skills. Even on the third occasion, when my own patience was wearing thin, the 
instructions on the puncture kit still made me smile: 
 
(This is obvious a direct translation from Chinese, spelling mistakes and all) 

1. The side of Aluminium foil is adhesive and care should be taken so that a finger. 
2. Pick a corner of the paper and remove the paper softly from the aluminium foil. 
3. When the rubber solution coated on the tube s adout dry put this patch on it with 

paper as it is. 
4. Snap the paper by folding the patch on the center. 
5. Romove the paper from the anapped parts. 
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6. Place the repaired part of the tube on a stand and pat it with a small hammer several 
times. 

 
Fixing a puncture – even following these instructions – is relatively easy, and Celene has been 
instructed (!) to return to her usual route; but ‘fixing’ a country is another story altogether.  
Over the past fortnight Professor Amanda Gouws has delivered two presentations to help us 
get a better understanding of some of the issues at stake in the 7 May elections.  In the first, 
she reminded us of how the electoral system of proportional representation with party lists 
was adopted in 1994 when there was no way of knowing how many people would vote, or 
where.  But, 20 years into democracy, many of this system’s flaws are obvious.  Is it now time 
for a reform of the electoral system so that politicians can be held more accountable to their 
constituencies?  She highlighted two other factors. First, there is a very low registration for 
youth aged 18-19.  How does one account for the apathy in these first-time voters? Second, 
there are 2.5 million more women registered than men, so women could swing this election.  
And yet no party manifesto canvassed either youth or women.   
 

The second presentation looked more closely at the economy. Initially the ANC had fought 
the national democratic revolution in two phases – to free people from the racism of white 
supremacy and to impose a socialist economy. Would we now see the second phase – a 
move away from the neo-liberal GEAR policies towards socialism and a large scale 
redistribution of wealth?  
 

She left us with two possible scenarios – the “God help us” scenario of political deprivation 
and an increasing gap between the ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’ (South Africa has just ousted Brazil 
as the country with the highest Gini coefficient); and another in which we see the emergence 
of a new political party that does not keep South Africans trapped in the past; a critical 
citizenry; decisive action against corrupt politicians; and the upholding of the rule of law.    
 

What are the tiny steps that we can take as individuals towards ensuring that we work 
towards the second scenario – so that we begin to practice the values embodied in our 
Constitution?  As a congregation, what steps can we be taking to begin to bridge some of 
the gaps – not only between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’, but the deficits in trust that have 
resulted from a past divided under apartheid, and which continues to be exploited by 
politicians along racial and ethnic lines?  How can we create channels for social dialogue that 
will begin to mend the web of our common humanity that has been torn by years of mistrust 
and fear? 
 

Last Thursday night we participated in Tenebrae – a service which commemorates Jesus’ 
gradual isolation on the eve of his crucifixion, as he is betrayed, denied, and abandoned by 
those he loves.  Before receiving Communion, the congregation had an opportunity to 
participate in a foot washing ceremony.  As Carel and I washed the feet of those who came 
forward I was struck again by the gift of being part of our diverse community.  We have 
already begun forming relationships between our Kayamandi and town members.  How can 



we deepen and extend these bonds so that Stellenbosch United becomes a living reminder of 
what it means to be one body, held together by our faith in the faithfulness and love of our 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ who, in his life, death and resurrection, has done everything necessary 
to restore (‘fix’) the brokenness in our lives and our life together? 
 

With love 
David  

********************* 
 

ELECTIONS – to vote or not to vote 
 
Pieter-Dirk Uys has this to say about the upcoming elections: 

"We are seeing this election in the wrong way. People are saying 
your vote is for Madiba, for your community. Your vote is for your 
country.  "No! Your vote is for you. It's the most selfish thing you 

are allowed. It's about your life. It's about your future. So be 
selfish on the seventh of May." 

 
And in typical Pieter-Dirk Uys style, about spoiling your vote…  

"A spoilt paper is to turn a precious ballot into a piece of political 
toilet paper. It gets flushed away to a place where no politician 

need care to show concern". 
 
 
David referred to Prof Amanda Gouws' talks in his message 
above.  She also wrote an article in Die Matie of 16 April where 
she elaborates on the apathy among young South Africans in 
particular. We include the complete article. 
 
In the category 18-19 year olds there are only 676 000 people 
registered to vote, constituting less than half of the people who 
could have registered, and in the category 20-29 years there are 
5 792 000 people registered. This is also far less than those who 
could have registered. 
 
The question is why is there such a lack of interest in the 
election, or apathy among young South Africans, many of 
whom are students. Given the shifting political landscape of 
party realignment in this election, where the one party dominance of the ANC is threatened, 
one would expect students to grab the opportunity to vote. 
 
When I asked students in my second year political science class of about 180 students if they 
read the daily newspapers or weekend papers, there were less than 10 hands. Why is it that 
students who study political science and other students seemingly have no interest in politics? I 
find this a strange contradiction, given the world in which students live and constantly engage 
in through social media networks. The power of social media is great if we only take into 
consideration that it started the “Arab Spring” in North Africa. 
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Many believe that one vote will not make a difference, but looked at holistically one vote may 
booster the support for opposition parties so that we get a better indication of dissatisfaction 
with the ruling party (for those who are dissatisfied with the ruling party). Apathy does not 
contribute to make our voices heard and I often hear students lament the political state of 
affairs – white male students fear that they will be discriminated against when trying to find 
jobs because of Black Economic Empowerment. Others lament the Department of Educations’ 
race based quotas for those who want to study medicine. 
 
As I often tell my students, everything we do will be influenced by politics. Under Apartheid it 
influenced where people lived, whom they could have relationships with and whom they could 
marry. These were very personal issues, but determined by legislation and political policies. 
There is only one way to influence legislation and policies and that is to engage with it. By 
voting, we engage in a way to show support for parties that we may feel have our interest at 
heart. The stay-away vote does not help us at all. All it does is widen the gap between the 
ruling party and the opposition, because a stay-away vote is not counted, not even as a form of 
protest. 
 
For this very reason activism is very important. Activism can take many different forms but it 
also shows a vigilance and a passion about certain issues – and it makes the government take 
notice. The vigilance of the citizens of Egypt when they sat on Tahrir Square day in and day out, 
endangering their own lives, led to a change in government on a scale that nobody initially 
imagined. 
 
In South Africa we face one of the highest rates of gender based violence, something that 
everybody knows, but it does not form a central concern in any of the manifestos of the political 
parties. Why? More than 2.5 million more women have registered to vote than men, yet the 
most pressing concern for women is worth little mention in party manifestos, let alone active 
canvassing for the women’s vote. 
 
Last year I suggested that one of the “Learn and Live” houses organize a “Take back the Night”-
march against rape to indicate that our streets should be made safe for women and men. It 
never happened, but it would have been a good way of showing solidarity with rape survivors 
and this form of activism would have been noticed. 
 
We should never underestimate the importance of political participation. The United 
Democratic Front forced the Apartheid regime to its knees with daily protest marches that 
made the country ungovernable. It may start small but may have big consequences. 
 
 

********************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIE GEHEIM VAN OORLEWING 
 
Our Bible study group have spent the last few months working through the book of Acts.  
Fascinated by Luke's rendition of the life and witness of the disciples, we followed Paul's 
travels on maps of the ancient Mediterranean region and were astounded again by how this 
message spread. It seems inconceivable that only word of mouth and a few letters could have 
made such an impact on the wide variety of ancient cultures – and continues to do so today.  
Carel Anthonissen, in his 'Boodskap van Vandag', reminds us of the secret behind the survival 
of the Christian faith:   

En as Christus nie opgewek is nie, is ons prediking sonder inhoud  
en julle geloof ook sonder inhoud 

(1 Korinthiërs 15:14). 
…. Dit is duidelik dat een of ander merkwaardige gebeure of ervaring hierdie proses aan die 

gang gesit het en steeds dra. Maar wat was of is dit? 

Baie Christengeleerdes stem vandag saam dat, alhoewel sterk, charismatiese leiers 'n rol speel 
in die groei en oorlewing van 'n beweging of organisasie, dit onmoontlik ten opsigte van die 

Christendom die geval kon wees. Daarvoor was die weerstande té sterk, die sporadiese 
insinkings té diep en baie van die leiers se knieë, spreekwoordelik gesien, eenvoudig té lam. 

Nee, die geheim setel in iets diepers. Dit lê in die boodskap van Jesus se verrassende 
opstanding, sy opwekking uit die dood en die merkwaardige krag en betekenis wat daaruit 

opkom. 

In die woorde van die bekende teoloog en skrywer, Dirkie Smit: 

"Sonder hierdie boodskap is die Christelike lewe sonder betekenis, maak niks wat die gelowiges 
doen, enige sin nie. Daarsonder is daar geen aanbidding, geen gebed, geen Bybel, geen kerk, 
geen missie, geen geloofsbelydenis, geen hoop of enige verwagting nie. Alles rus op Hom wat 

opgestaan het uit die dood." 
 

********************* 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
The Prayer Group meets in the church on Tuesdays and Fridays at 11h30 – 12h00.  
MAY 
1 May  Workers' Day 
7 May National Elections 
11 May Mother's Day 
29 May Ascension Day:  Service at 19h00 

********************* 


