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Well, we certainly have a bumper spring edition for you this month, the most exciting bit being 
included in the news flashes at the back, where it does not exactly say that I have become a 
Granny, but just so that you know… 

Let us then start at the beginning with David’s letter. He describes how they had recognized the 
need for a re-vision of the life and witness of the congregation. David explains the processes 
involved that culminated in the development of a Vision Statement. This was presented to and 
endorsed by a special meeting of the congregation on 24 August. (Did I mention my grandson 
was born on 24 August?) 

In the entertainment section you can read about and see some pictures of the fun we had at 
the Potjie and Bingo evening. The evening certainly buzzed and some of us became quite 
animated – or should I say rowdy? 

This month we profile Dave Richardson who has been honoured in many ways for his 
contribution to the natural sciences. And his cat Lysander….. 

Leanne Seeliger – the indefatigable Leanne Seeliger – has written a very informative article on 
the Vuya Enduweni initiative at Kayamandi. We applaud her input and that of “The Friends of 
Vuya Endaweni” group in the project and encourage others to get involved. 

Continuing with the good works is Lynne Conchar, who tells us what has been happening at the 
Masifunde crèche. 

In the travel section we have the intrepid Josh Reuter and some mates heading off to the 
soccer world cup in Brazil. He gives us a fascinating account of their adventures, which 
culminated in them managing to secure tickets for the final nogal! (Can’t seem to find an 
English equivalent for “nogal”) 

At the end you will find the news flashes and upcoming events. I may have given the game 
away a bit at the beginning of the introduction but see what other talents have come to the 
fore in our congregation. 

Jane v Wilgen 
 

********************* 



A MESSAGE from DAVID 
 

Dear Friends 

At our Annual General Meeting in March this year, we recognised the need for a re-vision of 
our congregation’s life and witness. Since then, a team of about 25 people have met regularly 
to attend to this important task.  

Although the initial temptation was to draw up a list of activities and projects that might help to 
fill some obvious gaps, we needed first to clarify the distinctive character of the church before 
we could work out where we were heading and what steps we need to take to get us there. 
Using the metaphor of a journey, we needed a good ‘map’ to act as a guide. The first few 
meetings were spent clarifying our identity as a community – what does it mean to be a 
Christian congregation? – then envisioning something of what it would be like to be part of a 
lively Stellenbosch United Church. We wrote down words and sentences that captured what we 
hoped and dreamed we could become and then carefully revised these images into a vision 
statement.  

We presented this Vision Statement at the Special Congregational Meeting held on the 24 
August:  

 

Stellenbosch United Church is a community  
inspired by God’s love  

to explore our journeys of faith together. 
 

We listen for the Word of God in the Scriptures  
 

We seek to: 
• Be an inclusive place of belonging and nurture  
• Be a responsive community, where every member is 

actively involved in the life and witness of our church  
• Live out our faith creating hope beyond our 

congregation 
 

 

I would like to reflect briefly on the key words that shape this vision: 

· We are inspired by God’s love.  
The whole basis for the Church’s existence is in response to God’s first love of us. Jesus 
commanded us to "Love one another as I have loved you." His love of us (“as I have 
loved you”) precedes our “love for one another.” It is this love that we seek to know and 
re-present in the journeys of our lives.  



· We listen for the Word of God in the Scriptures.  
The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the fundamental record of many 
different understandings and expressions of God’s love. We therefore listen for the 
distinctive Word of God to us in this remarkable book as we worship together and 
spend time reflecting on the writings in the Scriptures.  

· We are committed to being an inclusive place of belonging and nurture. The Church is 
called to reflect something of the new, whole humanity that God envisages for all 
humankind where everyone belongs and all are welcome.  

· To be a responsive community where every member is actively involved in the life and 
witness of the church.  
We envisage a community where we not only respond to the changing circumstances 
of our society and our daily life, but where we are also responsive: where each member 
is involved in helping and serving, thereby enabling this community to express Christ’s 
character as fully as possible. 

· To live out our faith creating hope beyond our congregation.  
The Church exists for the world: we are committed to expressing the faith, hope and 
love of God to the world in the many ways that make a difference. 

 

Those members present at the meeting endorsed this Vision as the ‘map’ against which we 
would align the projects and activities that we design from now on. For those of you who were 
not able to be with us, please reflect on this vision statement and begin to imagine how you 
can become part of embodying the ongoing witness of our community.  

I look forward to sharing in this exciting new chapter of our life together, 

Yours sincerely, 
David 
 
 
 

********************* 
 



BINGO/POTJIE FUN 
Photos by Astrid Beyers 
Report by Mike Burns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping just to the right side of the country’s gambling laws, members of our congregation 
gathered together last month, at the De Meye farm near Muldersvlei, to enjoy an evening of 
great company, fine fare and some Bingo. Like bowls, which to the uninitiated might seem to 
be a sport for more sedentary types, Bingo does tend to conjure up an image of something 
more appropriate to early 20thcentury entertainment – that is until one gets immersed in the 
excitement (certainly very audible, almost tangible) and competition that it triggers. 

Welcomed by our hosts for the evening, Luke and Jess of the Table Restaurant at De Meye, 
those of us coming in from the cold were quickly warmed by the cast-iron wood stove and a 
glass or two of De Meye’s finest wines, Cape home-brew beers and other refreshments. A 
wonderful dinner of potjiekos choices followed, before Brian Shepherd called the company to 
order. To the uninitiated, and to those of us of short memory, the rules of Bingo were quickly 
explained and in no time, what was already a vibrant atmosphere became almost rowdy. Brian’s 
Bingolese was variously interpreted as either being just what was needed or in need of a big 
shake-up. Premature calls of ‘Bingo’ were strongly discouraged (a cry of ‘Happy New Year’ was 
emitted by at least one confused person), but eventually those dealt a good hand were 
pronounced the deserving winners. Actually, everyone felt a winner having enjoyed the evening 
so much. Can’t wait till next year. 

 

 
************** 



 

THIS MONTHS's PROFILE 
Prof Dave Richardson 

by Brian van Wilgen 

 

Now that I’m semi-retired, my wife likes to give me things to do. The other day she added 
another item to the job jar, and the conversation went something like this.  

“We decided that you would be an appropriate person to write a short piece on Dave 
Richardson for the church newsletter.” 
 “What about him?” 
 “About the award he just got.” 
 “What award?” (Dave has had many awards you see, more than I can recall).  
“The one you told me about last week.” 
 “Oh, that wasn’t an award; it was more like global recognition of his contributions.” 
 “Well, write about that, with some more general information about him – and his family.” 

So here goes. 

Dave is a graduate of Stellenbosch University, where he obtained a degree in forestry in 1981. 
He has worked in research, with a focus on the ecology and management of invasive alien 



species, ever since then. He went on to obtain MSc and PhD degrees from the University of 
Cape Town in 1985 and 1989 respectively. He has held appointments in the government 
Department of Forestry, the CSIR, the University of Cape Town and Stellenbosch University.  

Dave’s formal title is a Distinguished Professor at Stellenbosch University, and Director of the 
Centre of Excellence for Invasion Biology (you can read about it at www.sun.ac.za/cib). As part 
of his job, he does research, and publishes the results in international journals and books. He 
has written over 300 such papers in his career, and several influential books, and they have 
been cited by other researchers more than 11 000 times (citations are indicative of more than 
just a passing interest in his ramblings). Scientists keep track of these things, religiously; they 
also analyse this global dataset from time to time, and make pronouncements on who is 
leading the pack. In their latest rankings, Thompson-Reuters listed the 3000 most influential 
scientists in the world – from all fields of scientific research - based on their rate of publication 
and the number of times that their work is cited. There were only five South Africans on the list, 
and Dave is one of them. His field of research (invasion biology) investigates how different 
species are being moved around the world, and how they become invasive in the new 
environments where they are introduced. It is a global phenomenon, and requires global 
collaboration. Dave therefore gets to travel quite a lot, collaborating frequently with scientists 
from North and South America, Europe, Asia, Australia, Africa and Oceana. His next trip sees 
him heading off to Angola, where he and some colleagues will be carrying out a survey of 
invasive species in that rarely-visited and poorly-known country, funded by National 
Geographic. He is a well-travelled man. 

Besides being a very successful academic and compulsive traveller, Dave has wide-ranging 
interests and appreciates the finer things in life – good food and wine, music, and books. He 
plays the guitar, has a large collection of CDs and a well-stocked library (including a scarce 
copy of the abridged first edition of Newman’s field guide to southern African birds – the one 
without the fairy flycatcher). 

Finally, Dave is a family man. He married Corlia Viljoen in 1991 – they both matriculated at 
Klerksdorp but only met years later at Stellenbosch. Corlia is qualified as a guidance teacher 
and has also taught Maths and English. Over the years she has involved herself with and 
provided mentorship to young people. She also has a Master’s degree in classical culture – 
something she did “for fun.” Corlia has recently overcome breast cancer and currently works at 
Stellenbosch University’s Division of Research Development (early career development section). 
Their son Sean was born in 1997 and is currently a Grade 11 pupil at Somerset College. Sean is 
involved in all aspects of school life both academically and extramurally. He loves his trumpet 
and jazz piano, and he recently played the trumpet in the South African B school’s jazz band at 
the Grahamstown Festival. The Richardsons live at Kleingeluk, Stellenbosch, together with a cat 
called Lysander (Lysander has another name – ask Dave). 

********************* 

http://www.sun.ac.za/cib


VUYA ENDAWENI 
by Leanne Seeliger 

TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES THROUGH FELLOWSHIP AND FUN 

VUYA Endaweni Community Conservation Partnership was formed by a community in crisis to 
address the increasing tension around Papegaaiberg. The Community was made up of informal 
dwellers, residents of Onderpapegaaiberg, Kayamandi, Middelvlei Farm and the business 
district of Plankenbrug.  

The tension began when the informal settlement called Enkanini (Xhosa: we take by force) 
sprung up next to Kayamandi. Middlevlei Farm experienced an increase in break-ins, the farm 
fence was stolen several times and some of the farm’s vines were chopped down. 
Onderpapegaaiberg residents reported an increase in break-ins. Plankenbrug businesses 
increased security. There were also incidents of rape on the mountain.  

People became scared. Angry residents threatened to protect themselves. Many people blamed 
the informal dwellers for the increase in crime. The municipality built a fence and erected a 
watch tower to monitor the informal settlement. There were informal dwellers, however, who 
were also the victims of these crimes. Distrust continued to grow both within and between the 
different communities. 

It was during this time that a group - comprising informal dwellers and residents of 
Onderpapegaaiberg and Kayamandi - decided to do something unusual. Instead of 
perpetuating the tensions of the past, they agreed to meet regularly as neighbours and 
investigate joint solutions to the on-going tension. Each group had different needs and dreams 
but they all shared a common goal: to live happily together.  

But ‘being happy’ (Vuya Endaweni means be happy in that place in Xhosa) meant different 
things for the people within this group. For the informal dwellers ‘being happy’ was about 
building a crèche for the children while their parents looked for work; for the people of 
Onderpapegaaiberg it was about protecting the natural open space of Papegaaiberg and 
conserving its Renosterveld; and for Middlevlei Farm, many homeowners in 
Onderpapegaaiberg and Plankenbrug businesses it was about ending the continuing crime. 

As no one knew where to start, they began with the biggest need – a crèche for children in the 
informal settlement. Using a parking lot donated by a church in the informal settlement they 
built the crèche with their own hands and the help of students. They opened a second-hand 
shop and also trained locals in nature guiding in an effort to create jobs for the unemployed. 
They later built an Education Centre with the help of the Stellenbosch municipality and started 
a Saturday morning club for youngsters to teach them about nature. 

Now, almost six years later, there are still tensions in the community but there have been many 
friendships formed and bridges built. Vuya Endaweni members have learned a lot about 



themselves as a community and as individuals. They have experienced both success and failure. 
The crèche has been handed over to the teachers and the community to run; the shop closed 
due to a lack of feet at Tourism Corridor; and the tour-guide training has created four qualified 
nature guides. The Vuya Endaweni Education Centre is now a weekly environmental club for 
youngsters. About 30 children between the ages of 8 and 13 gather here every Saturday to 
have fun and learn about the environment. 

For the past three years, the Education Centre has been supported financially by Distell. Their 
annual donation has paid for outings for the children and helped to finance some part-time 
maintenance help and teaching assistance. Pupils from local high schools and Stellenbosch 
United Church members have been giving of their time on an ad hoc basis to support the 
volunteer education officer and her helpers.  

Recently, a “Friends of Vuya Endaweni group” was formed at United Church to support the 
work of Vuya Endaweni. The Friends have built a playground, put up netball posts and planted 
trees. The Stellenbosch United Church STUCET trust has provided a bursary for the part-time 
education officer at the Education Centre. The Friends want to continue the legacy of building 
community in Enkanini and creating a safe place for the children of this area to play and learn 
about nature. They aim to do this by annually raising funds for the part-time post of education 
officer as well as arranging four church outings with the children of the Education Centre. The 
four planned annual outings are: a games morning with the children, a clean-up of the 
Education Centre, a hike in Jonkershoek and an end of year beach party in Strand.  

The Friends have already held the games morning with the children at the Education Centre. It 
was a great success and was attended by students and pupils of United Church who joined in 
the fun.  

The next event is the Education Centre clean-up scheduled to take place on two Saturdays in 
September: 

· 13 September:  09h00 – 12h00 
Rentia Hobbs (a Friends Committee member) and Rhenish Girls High School pupils will 
be redesigning the Education Centre garden with potted creepers, while a group of 
students will be sanding down walls.   

· 20 September: 09h00 – 12h00 
The confirmation class of 2014 will be varnishing the exterior walls of the Wendy House 
and redoing the floor of the Education Centre. 

How can you help? 
If you would like to become part of this community of volunteers who are committed to 
making a difference in a small way, come and get your hands dirty on 13 and/or 20 September, 
or join in the fellowship at any of our other activities taking place this year. If you are not able 



to give your time, perhaps you can donate some materials?  The wish list for the clean-up 
includes: 

· Flower pots for the children to plant creepers 
· Sandpaper to prepare the wood 
· Paint brushes for the varnish 
· Exterior varnish for the Wendy House   
· Annual donations towards the part-time salary of the education officer and the 

assistants are also welcome. 

To get involved contact Leanne Seeliger on 0722032113, or email her on 
leanne@leanneseeliger.com 

MASIFUNDE CRECHE 

provided by Lynne Conchar  

Masifunde Crèche recently received a make-over from Stellenbosch University students. Here is 
the report sent in by the students. 

We are students from Heemstede and Wilgenhof respectively. We were 
on our annual visit to Kayamandi and this year we visited Masifunde 
creche. We painted the inside of a classroom to brighten up the learning 
environment and planted a vegetable garden. During our breaks we 
enjoyed playing and dancing with the kids.  

The principal, Mrs Kuni, teachers and children, pictured here, are 
enjoying their colourful surroundings. 

How can you help? 
Contributions such as paper, colouring books, stationery, reading books, 
posters and toys would be most welcome. They can be left with Audrey 
Falconer, the church secretary, for collection.  

************** 

mailto:leanne@leanneseeliger.com


TRAVEL REPORT  
BRAZIL 2014 
by Josh Reuter 

For many South African suburban residents, soccer was a sport which passed under the radar.  
It did not evoke the same passion and sense of community as sports such as cricket and rugby, 
nor did it produce internationally celebrated athletes like our Olympic swimmers. Of course this 
was before the 2010 Soccer World Cup hit our shores and brought in its wake a plethora of 
colour, dance, emotion and excitement. Thus, when the World Cup returned to Brazil during 
June/July, it was met by general excitement as people reminisced about our own wonderful 
experience as World Cup hosts. The magic of the World Cup lit up living rooms nationwide as 
the engrossing action and wonderful visuals captured the imagination of so many South 
Africans once more.  

My experience of the World Cup 2014 was somewhat more vivid: I had the unbelievable 
privilege of travelling to Brazil, a Mecca of football, with a group of friends to get a first-hand 
taste of the atmosphere across the Atlantic. And what an experience it was! We were 
overwhelmed by the warm welcome we received. People would go well out of their way - 
sometimes literally kilometres - to help us get about, even if the only communication we could 
manage with them was pointing at an address or a name on a map. The atmosphere in the 
country was palpable from the get go. Flags and other paraphernalia littered the windows of 
apartments and shops, and vendors traversed bustling streets selling anything and everything 
in the colours of green and yellow. World Cup fever truly gripped the nation. Be it in Sao Paulo, 
Rio de Janeiro, Salvador or Belo Horizonte - the cities we were fortunate enough to visit - 
taking a walk through the downtown streets was an absolute feast for the senses. 

We spent most of our trip in Rio de Janeiro, with the awe-inspiring Christ the Redeemer 
watching over us from atop Corcovado Mountain. For the middle and upper class in Rio, the 
world famous sandy beaches of Copacabana and Ipanema - with their long walkways, warm 
waters, soccer “fields”, volley ball nets and beachside bars and restaurants - were already the 
hub of social activity in the city. But the World Cup took this activity to new heights. Hundreds 
of thousands of people took to the beaches daily to soak in the sun and watch the games on 
big screens. When the Argentines arrived in the city for the final, the beach turned into an 
unofficial camping ground, as well as a hub of song and dance. How the South Americans, 
regardless of nationality, love to sing and dance! It was truly unbelievable to take in this culture, 
and extremely enjoyable to get involved!  

Many parallels can also be drawn between Rio and Cape Town. Both are blessed with immense 
natural beauty, but suffer with severe issues of inequality. Similar to many informal settlements 
in South African townships, Rio has numerous ‘favelas’, which have arisen on extremely steep 
hills throughout the city. We had a thoroughly enjoyable cultural experience when we stayed in 



Vidigal, a favela which had been ‘cleaned out’ considerably by the police force. There we had a 
first-hand experience of the life many Brazilians lead. 

I am a huge football fan and, from the sporting perspective at least, I couldn’t have hoped for a 
more entertaining World Cup.  I was truly very fortunate to be able to witness the hosts’ 
heartbreaking humiliation by Germany, as well as the final. In the process, I was also privileged 
enough to travel across the country to four major cities. This opened my eyes once again to the 
absolute splendour of God’s creation, and made me marvel once more at the unique beauty 
found in different locations the world over.  

The trip as a whole was the greatest adventure of my life to date. The people I met, with their 
varying cultures from all over the world; the places I saw; and experiences I had, will no doubt 
remain with me forever.  

 

********************* 
 

NEWS FLASHES  

Congratulations and Thanks 

 

Bowls in the Western Province has two singles tournaments 
that it runs each year.  One of them is a tournament to which 
all club singles champions are invited and they compete to 
determine the so-called Champ of Champions.   John Malan 
emerged the winner of the WP Champion of Champions 
tournament in June. 
 
Anyone who would like to find out more about bowls or 
would like to have a hand at playing the game is very 
welcome to let John Malan or Brian Shepherd (the current 
club president) know. 

Mr Andy Anderson turned a very handsome and gracious 90 on August 28. 

 
A beautiful and healthy baby 
David was born to Nicola (nee 

van Wilgen) and Dolf 
Bredenkamp on Sunday  

(24 August) 
 
 

 



 
And another beautiful little 
boy, Yonelani Ntando, was 

born on August 13 to mother 
Veliswa Madlulela and 
grandmother Nokhaya 

Nyentsane 
 

 

Elaine Ridge says thank you: 
A few weeks ago, the Moederkerk’s equivalent of our STUCET brought to our attention the 
plight of a young student whom they are mentoring. She has had to look after her little sister, 
as her mother died in childbirth. When their house burned down, the little girl was burnt and 
requires regular visits to the Red Cross Children’s Hospital. I am delighted to say that the shack 
is now fully furnished, right down to carpeting on the floor. Heartfelt thanks for the many 
gracious gifts of money, clothing, curtains, furniture, appliances, food, crockery and cutlery, 
carpeting,  two suitcases, and toys (some of which were packed thoughtfully into a suitcase, 
and another was knitted specially during someone's holiday - a beautiful doll from the 
scarecrow range. It is remarkable how these gifts have kept coming in. Thinking our way into 
the lives of others like this changes who we are. It witnesses to hope. As we serve and share, 
the Lord works graciously in our lives and in the lives of those whose needs we respond to, 
enabling us to find new hope and community.  

 
************** 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
The Prayer Group meets in the church every  
Tuesday and Friday at 11h30 – 12h00.  
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
6 – 13 September University Recess 
24 September  Heritage Day 
3 October Schools close 
 
 
 
 

************** 
 

"We make a living 
by what we get, 
but a life by what 
we give.” 

 
Winston Churchill 


