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This month’s newsletter is redolent of the vagaries of spring trying to break through, with 
glorious days contrasting with stormy weather and even some snow! We go from the dulcet 
tones of the Madrigal singers to Amanda Gouws’ sobering report on Women in South Africa. 

But I get ahead of myself. Let us start with David’s letter. He has been reading. More 
specifically, he has been dipping into the writings of Denise Ackermann who talks of people 
“living in communities of faith.”  David draws parallels with our church community and 
emphasises the value of small groups for building fellowship and deepening our relationships. 

Amanda Gouws’  “Reflection In women’s Month” paints a very clear picture of the nebulous 
state of our politics and the dire straits in which many women in this country find themselves. 

Enter The Madrigal Singers. Jane Plantinga caught up with new church member Harri Kemp 
who, together with his sister Elsje, head up this talented group. Harri gives Jane some 
background to how this group was formed and some of their activities. For those of you who 
missed these nightingales when they performed in church earlier this month, they will be in 
action again on 23rd October. Don’t miss them! 

Next Mfusi Mjonono describes what led to the formation of the “Food Parcels Project” and 
features one of the grateful recipients of this worthwhile outreach programme. 

It seems that we are breeding leaders for tomorrow. Quite a few of our young members have 
been chosen for leadership positions in their respective schools for 2015. See who they are in 
the news flashes section. 

Finally, thank you to all those that have supported the love2give initiative. For those of you who 
could not manage to deposit your donations, please look at the end of the letter for the bank 
details. It seems that the branch code for EFT was changed. Happy depositing! 

Jane v Wilgen 
 

********************* 



A MESSAGE from DAVID 
Dear Friends 

Many of my books have become important ‘friends’ - people whose writings have opened up 
windows of understanding for me. Amongst these ‘friends’ is Denise Ackermann, who taught 
theology at the University of the Western Cape for many years and is an emeritus professor of 
Stellenbosch University’s Theological Faculty.  

Denise’s accessible style is deeply grounded in the concerns of everyday life and how this 
relates to a life of faith. In 2003 she published After the Locusts: Letters from the Landscape of 
Faith. In these letters - addressed to her mother, grandmother, grandchildren and friends - she 
shares what she had found important in life. I found her writing filled with integrity and insight. 
Thus, when I heard that she had recently published another book, delightfully entitled 
‘Surprised by the Man on the Borrowed Donkey,’ I was keen to secure a copy. Once again, here 
is a remarkable account of a life of faith, written in a style that is both winsome and resonant 
with concerns of our everyday lives in South Africa.  

She introduces us to Jesus early in the book: 

I first encountered Jesus as a historical person in a women’s weekly Bible 
study that I joined out of no more than a passing whim. Previously he 
had been a remote figure, largely limited to religious painting and the 
illustrations in a children’s Bible - which I did not read. In the Bible study 
he came alive as we read the gospel stories together. As African New 
Testament scholar Teresa Okure points out, ‘The Bible is essentially a 
community book, written for people living in communities of faith....We 
need to read together to be able to help one another see with a new eye.’  
And this is what happened. In this group of very disparate women I could 
question, debate and ponder the relevance for my life of what I was 
reading. I could not fault Jesus, despite trying to. The more I read, the 
more I was drawn to the man at the centre of these biblical tales. I found 
that Jesus then is Jesus now. I was and still am, challenged by his actions 
and by his relationships with those who crossed his path. 

For Denise, the journey of faith began in a small group of women reflecting together on the 
meaning of the Bible.  This reminded me of how small groups have the potential to be places 
of friendship, learning and transformation.  

The value of small groups has also been emphasised in the feedback which the Reformation, 
Renewal and Forward Planning group have gathered from visiting neighbouring congregations. 
For many congregations, it has been the formation of many different small groups - each with a 



different focus – that have provided crucial building blocks for shared life together.  This needs 
to be one of our most important concerns as we move forward as a congregation.  

Please consider attending these meetings of the Reformation, Renewal and forward planning 
group: we would value your insight regarding the current and future life of the congregation. 
The next meeting will be in the church hall (11h00 - 12h00) on 5 October. We will reflect on the 
last two presentations on neighbouring congregations. 

Aren’t the new oak leaves beautiful? Another reminder of the faithfulness of God’s creation.  
May we receive each day as a gracious gift of our faithful, loving God. 

Yours sincerely, 

David 
 
 

********************* 
 

REFLECTION IN WOMEN’S MONTH  
by Amanda Gouws 

 

Whenever I am asked to reflect on Women’s Month I am confronted with the issue of “events”.  
Women’s Day has turned into an event.  What was supposed to be a commemoration of the 
1956 march of 10 000 women to the Union Building to hand over a petition demanding greater 
gender equality with the call “if you strike a woman, you strike a rock”, has been 
commercialised. 

This year I got invitations for spa treatments, retail therapy and even cosmetic surgery!  This is 
what women’s month has become – closely tied into the excess of consumerism under neo-
liberal capitalism. Why not spoil yourself, rings the question.   

This is a particularly difficult time in our country with an ever increasing possibility of a 
constitutional crisis.  The EFF is wreaking havoc with parliamentary procedure; the Public 
Protector is under fire for her insistence on doing her job – even if it means challenging Zuma 
personally.  The Appeals Court ruling that the spy tapes need to be released so that it can be 
determined whether dropping charges against Zuma before he became president was valid. 
Everybody is on edge. 

And amidst all this turmoil the report of the commission doing an inquiry into policing in 
Khayelitsha was released.  In the 500 pages or more we can read the plight of people living in 
an overcrowded settlement where crime is rife and the police over worked – some detectives 



have about 200 cases to deal with.  As Brigadier Dladla, a station commander who appeared in 
front of the commission, put it: 

“You know in the movies ... you see a team of detectives descending to a 
crime scene (and) attending to a docket…. Here in Khayelitsha you have a 
team of dockets descending on a detective!” 

As the report indicates in the present system, 5% is the maximum staff supplement provided to 
police stations in areas where there are informal dwellings, even if 50% of the residents of the 
area live in such settlements, as is the case in Khayelitsha Site B and Harare.  

In areas where crime is rife women suffer a disproportionate burden.  They are more vulnerable 
and therefore easier targets when walking alone, especially where there is no street lighting.  
When you have no transport you have to walk.  I was recently told of a paralysed woman who 
had to crawl over a busy street to get to a toilet.  Sexual assault and rape as well as “corrective 
rape” are rife in these areas, with many perpetrators being young able bodied men. 

What the commission did was to document what many residents of Khayelitsha experience on 
a daily basis – a lack of visible policing, a lack of resources, and a lack of sufficient police 
training.  It is not possible to implement the Victims Empowerment Programme, provided for in 
the Sexual Offenses Act, if a police station cannot accommodate a Thutuzela care centre – one 
stop centres for victims of sexual violence.  Mothers of lesbian women who have been killed are 
doing their own detective work to find perpetrators.  No wonder some communities resort to 
vigilante justice. 

Is this what the 10 000 women who walked to the Union Buildings had in mind?  Is this what we 
accept as “normal” 20 years after transition?  I am afraid that there are no spa treatments on 
the cards for women living in Khayelitsha. 

 
************** 

 
  



THIS MONTH’S PROFILE 
Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers 

Harri Kemp with Jane Plantinga 

Harri Kemp – who has recently joined our 
congregation - and his sister, Elsje, will present a 
Madrigal Concert at Stellenbosch United Church on 
23 October.  

Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers (SMS) is an a cappella vocal group consisting of 12 members - 
students and young professionals - who have been performing since 2004. Their repertoire 
includes a variety of music styles, although their focus is mainly on vocal Renaissance music, 
particularly madrigals. Most of the music is written for four voice parts, but some of the 
compositions demand up to eight parts. In addition to the traditional madrigals, the group also 
performs contemporary classics by artists such The Beatles, Billy Joel, Imogen Heap and others, 
as well as spiritual pieces more at home in church services and at weddings. 

The group exists thanks to Matildie Thom who, as a student, learned about the concept of 
madrigals during a music history lesson. She approached a few friends about the idea to get 
together and make music purely for the social enjoyment of it, just as people did centuries ago. 

Celia Vos managed the group between 2007 and 2013, with Elsje Kemp taking over in 2014. The 
group has given many performances in order to share this passion for enjoyable music making 
with as many people as possible. SMS regularly performs at church services, weddings and 
social functions and are in great demand in the Western Cape. Audiences in Laingsburg, De 
Doorns, Swellendam, Paarl, Stellenbosch and Matroosberg can bear witness to this. 
Membership of the group is strictly voluntary - they all do it for the love of music!  

The group will be hosting their annual concert at the United Church on Thursday 23 October. 
The entrance fee is R50 for adults and R30 for children, students and pensioners. Coffee, tea 
and cake will be available (free of charge) during intermission. The group has released 
numerous CDs which showcase some of their best and favourite songs. They have also 
recorded Russian-Greek Orthodox liturgy in Afrikaans, a pioneering endeavour.  CDs of these 
previous performances will be for sale after the concert. 

 

 

 

********************* 



FOOD PARCELS PROJECT 
by Mfusi Mjonono   

The Food Parcel Project is an all-important project initiated by the Stellenbosch United Church 
three years ago.  The project supports 20 needy families in Kayamandi, 16 of whom are church 
members and 4 who are not.  The project was born through the careful consideration by the 
Stellenbosch United Council.  David noticed the need through his involvement in the 
Kayamandi confirmation class of 2012 and in his conversations with a group of people who had 
recently joined the congregation.  There were a number of unemployed people amongst this 
group - people who barely had something to eat.  Their need was tabled at the Council who 
then explored what the church could do to assist.  The Food Parcel Project was borne out of 
discussions on the “Church’s response to social needs affecting our members and the wider 
community.”  The project is carefully administered by the Storms Committee which investigates 
the social needs of the church members and the wider community.  One of its activities is to 
carefully identify and support the needy people who are unemployed and who suffer very high 
levels of poverty within the community in which the church is operating.  The Food Parcel 
Project is central to the Storm Committee’s focus and has made a huge difference to the 
recipients. Let me share with you one recipient’s story:  

James Hlekiso 

James is not a member of the Stellenbosch United Church. He is a father of two daughters who 
lives alone in Kayamandi.  He is unemployed and finds it difficult to have something to eat 
every day.  He receives food now and then from his sister who also lives in Kayamandi.  When 
he was asked to express his feelings about the project, this is what he had to say: 

“I am very grateful first to my neighbour Ms Albertina 
Gwele, who carefully saw my need and suffering and 
recommended me to be the recipient of the food parcel. I 
am unemployed and the food parcel is what I get every 
month and it has made a huge difference in my life.  God 
bless you all in the church and thank you very much for 
the parcel.” 

 

 

 



NEWS FLASHES  

Congratulations to our future leaders 

 
 
Front: Mark Reuter (Deputy Head, Somerset College); Suzaan Hobson (Deputy Head, Rhenish) and Sean 

Richardson (Prefect, Somerset College) 
Back: Kayla- Ann Weidemann (Prefect, Rhenish); Kelsey Nel (Hostel Prefect, Rhenish) and Shannon Morse 

(Prefect, Rhenish) 
 
 

And congratulations to the newly weds 

 
 

Estelle Jordaan and Brian Coustas were married on Sunday 21 September 
May the LORD bless you and keep you: May the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be 

gracious to you: May the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
  



 

Thanks to our generous donors … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Love2give women with their SUBZ packs 

 

… and thanks to our generous helpers  

Thank you to all the helpers at the Vuya 
Endaweni Environment Education Centre 
who helped with sanding, varnishing and 
gardening.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A big thank you to the Winelands 
Masters Swimming Club who recently 
had their annual Winter Challenge 
Charity hour long swim and donated the 
proceeds to SUBZ. 
 

Bank Details for love2give: 
ABSA Bank 
Stellenbosch 
Branch code: 334410 or 632005 (EFT payments) 
Account number: 406 384 1099 
Swift code: ABSAZAJJ 
Please mark your payments SUBZ if you wish the 
money to go towards the re-usable sanitary 
towels. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
The Prayer Group meets in the church every  
Tuesday and Friday at 11h30 – 12h00.  
 
OCTOBER 
3 October Schools close 
13 October Schools re-open for 4th term 
19 October Confirmation service – 09h30 
23 October The Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers annual concert at the United Church 

Tickets from the Church Office. 
 
 

************** 
 


