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One of my friends told me that last month’s introduction was a tad flowery, so I will try to “Plain 
Jane” this one a bit. But, spring is definitely in the air, judging from all the coughing and 
sneezing going on around me. We even had a piet-my-vrou calling in church during the 
children’s address a few Sundays ago! (I think that sending the hat round to buy David a bird-
call CD for Christmas would be money well spent…) 

Talking of David, in his letter to us, he explains the origins of Chancellor of the Exchequer by 
way of introducing our new financial caretaker and thanking Ian Goodwin who is stepping 
down. He ends his letter with reflections of what it means to be a United Church “team 
member”. 

In the “Travel” section, we profile Stan and Elaine Ridge who have been hanging out in English 
pubs recently. Whilst in England, they also met up with cousins last seen more than forty years 
ago; and took a pleasurable trip down memory lane whilst piecing some family history 
together. (Apart from finding the genetic link to Stan’s bald head, not too many other skeletons 
were found).  

Mike Burns has written an insightful article on Stellemploy. He explains what it is all about and 
how our church is involved in this worthwhile initiative. 

In News Flashes, the 2014 confirmation class is introduced. They have been involved in the Vuya 
Endaweni project with Leanne Seeliger in Kayamandi. They assisted in giving the premises a 
serious face lift in preparation for the Eco-Warriors project. Leanne tells us about the 
renovations, the plans for this project and the end of the year beach party - for which 
volunteers are needed. Please diarise the dates given at the end and contact Leanne if you can 
assist in any way. Emma de Clercq and Shannon Morse have written a short article, giving their 
take on what it meant to be involved in this initiative. 

In another social event, Brian Shepherded his flock to Van der Stel Lawn Bowling Club for a 
game of bowls and a braai. The question on everyone’s lips is, “Will Hazel make it to the next 
Commonwealth games?” 

The cultural slot was filled most marvellously by the Madrigal Singers last Thursday. Jane 
Plantinga reports on the event and - I must say - they sang like nightingales.  

Finally, and yes, this was rather a jam-packed issue, please take note of up-coming events and 
see where you can lend a hand. 

Jane v Wilgen 
 

********************* 



A MESSAGE from DAVID 
Dear Friends,  

Did you know the origin of the title, “Chancellor of the Exchequer”? I didn’t until recently when, 
stuck in the gridlocked traffic of Dorp Street, I tuned into Cape Talk. An advert explained how 
during medieval times ‘Exchequer’ referred to the table, covered by a chequered cloth, on 
which the King would make calculations regarding income and taxes. I have forgotten which 
financial institution this jingle was advertising, but I was struck how, even today, this medieval 
term is used to describe the Cabinet minister who is responsible for financial and economic 
matters in the United Kingdom.   

This month marks a transition in Stellenbosch United’s Finance department when Ian Goodwin, 
who has been our Chancellor of the Exchequer for the past decade, hands over the bat(on) to 
Deborah Flannery.  Ian brought to his role a wonderful blend of carefulness, humour, wisdom 
and skill.  His ‘budget speeches’ gave us a solid grasp of the financial targets we were chasing, 
plus what monthly run rate was necessary to avoid a follow on!  We’ll miss his distinctive 
presence on the Finance team.   

Ian’s place at the crease will be filled by Deborah Flannery, a Chartered Accountant at Price 
Waterhouse Coopers, and a long-standing member of this congregation.  I first met Deborah 
while she was still a schoolgirl at Rhenish High and she was a member of our Confirmation 
class. A few years later I officiated at her marriage to Craig; then baptised their two children, 
Clayton and Dylan; and finally inducted her as an Elder last year. So Deborah is hardly a new 
‘cap’, but we are delighted to welcome her into this new position of opening the batting for the 
Stellenbosch United Finance Team!     

But what does it mean to play on Stellenbosch United’s team? Our Church Council recently 
reflected together on the following questions:  

· What does membership of the Stellenbosch United Church mean for me? 
· As a member of this church, what are my greatest needs? 
· How am I cared for as a member? 
· How am I equipped for the journey of faith? 
· Where am I serving? 

Our responses revealed a range of insights, including the discovery that for most of us it was 
through becoming involved and serving in some capacity that our spiritual growth was 
nurtured and we were equipped in the journey of faith.  

I invite you to spend some time reflecting on these questions. If you would like to share your 
responses with the Council or the Reformation, Renewal and Forward Planning group, we 
would be delighted to hear from you. Better still, please try to attend our next meeting on 
Sunday 16 November.  We will start immediately after the morning service (11:00) and end by 
14:00, with a wors braai somewhere in-between to give us fuel for the journey! 



As we move into November - with all the distinctive challenges and busyness that this time 
frequently brings - may we deliberately make time to reflect on all the ways that God has 
surprised us with grace, mercy, kindness and provision over the past year.  We will hold our 
annual Thanksgiving service on 30 November. I invite you to join in this time of worship with us, 
and share your sources for gratitude. 

With love, 
David. 

********************* 

 

THIS MONTH’S PROFILE cum TRAVEL REPORT 

Stan and Elaine Ridge and their recent travels 

 

Old family photographs tell fascinating stories and sometimes surprise us with links to our 
generation. As the ‘people who would be interested’ Stan and Elaine have tended to be given all 
family photographs, some from as early as 1860, 21 years after photography was discovered. On 
a trip to the UK in September, they found out more ….  

Recently we were with two cousins in England whom we had not seen for 47 years.  They share 
our enthusiasm about putting together the pieces of family history, and we had a marvellous 
time exchanging pictures and documents – the benefits of the digital age. One picture we saw 
for the first time was the 1867 wedding photograph of Stan’s Ridge great-grandparents. It was 
very faded and damaged, but came marvellously to life on the computer, giving us the only 
images we have of three great-great grandparents. There they are standing behind the bridal 



couple, seen for the first time in about a century.  There are more amusing details, too, like a 
desperately bored boy and a wriggling lapdog.   Real life detective work was also on the 
agenda. Stan’s great grandfather was a remarkable but eccentric man. He invented things like a 
device to monitor the speed of trains and cars, the first taxi meter and Ridge’s Mosquitofuga 
(used in India by the British Army). He also brewed beer. We had the address where he had 
lived and (in another document) the address of the pub that Stan’s great-great grandfather 
Smerdon started in 1854. When we put the information together, we found they were next door 
neighbours! We climbed the steep hill from Brighton station to Buckingham Place (no, we 
haven’t left out an “a” in “Place”!), and found the houses still there, largely the same on the 
outside, and the pub much as it would have been in the 1850s (with the plumbing and loos 
happily updated!). What a thrill it was to sit and have a pint there, imagining the people in the 
photographs being there too.  We also made a connection:  Great grandfather James Ridge 
supplied his father-in-law with the beer for the pub! 

Letters bring one surprisingly close to people. A special moment was reading the letters Elaine’s 
grandfather wrote to his brother over many years. There were fascinating differences between 
her perceptions of his time as a miner on the Reef and of his life in Durban in later years and 
what emerged from these letters. We also discovered that his claim to have left home at the 
age of 14 was not accurate – there was clear evidence in the census of the time that he was still 
living at home when he was 15. He probably left home in high dudgeon and joined the British 
army when he was 16. Of course, the times were very different. Today’s 14-year-old is usually 
several years from independence, but many people started work at the age of 14 or began 
apprenticeships. Elaine’s grandmother was 16 when she married, after quite a long courtship! 

There were many other personally fascinating moments. As Elaine looked at her second cousin 
Colin’s hands she saw her brother’s, and then was amazed to see the same hands in our great 
grandfather Johnson’s photograph.  The balding pates of Stan and his brothers has also been a 
bit of a puzzle. The newly restored wedding picture from 1867 solves the problem. Great great 
grandfather Ade, the pub owner, is clearly the source!    

 

********************* 
 



 

STELLEMPLOY 
by Mike Burns (information extracted from the Stellemploy Annual Report, written by 

Betta Augustyn)  

 

 

Stellemploy, which is a non-profit organization based in Stellenbosch, assists people to become 
employable by providing them with the requisite practical skills. In this regard, the organization 
is dependent on financial contributions such as those made on a monthly basis by the United 
Church. It is also dependent on the volunteered support of people such as Dos Blok, a long-
time member of the congregation. 

At the end of the first semester of 2014, Stellemploy celebrated the graduation of 71 students 
who were registered for six skills development programmes.  

In line with the vision of Stellenbosch Municipality, which is to prepare young unemployed 
people from developing communities for the open labour market, three municipal-funded 
programmes targeted the unemployed youth from Idas Valley, Cloetesville and Klapmuts. With 
the financial contribution made by the municipality, Stellemploy provided the recruitment and 
assisted with the safe transportation of the students between their home communities and the 
Stellemploy Training Centre. At the graduation, Mayor Sidego and Councilor Frazenburg 
handed over the certificates, making it a very special occasion for the young graduates.  

As part of the Food Preparation and Cooking courses that were presented, partly supported by 
the Distell/Remgro Group, the students visited Hotel Verde, "Africa’s greenest hotel". In 
addition to the many facilities shown to the students, the front office manager, Wahieb Allie, 
explained the various initiatives implemented by the hotel to conserve energy. The students 
returned home excited and inspired by what they had seen in an environment that was novel to 
many of them. 

In May, 12 students registered for the Painting Skills training programme. The programme and 
training materials were provided by Tjeka Training Matters, which is an organisation that is 
accredited by the Construction Education and Training Authority (CETA). The programme was 
presented over a period of three weeks. Most of the theory was completed in the first week, to 
provide the students with a good base for appreciating the practical aspect of the course that 
followed. Under the supervision of their highly competent trainer, Diennie Amadien, the 



practical entailed painting a house in Klapmuts owned by an elderly lady, Anna Adams. In the 
course of doing the work, the students noticed that the house had a broken window and toilet 
and door locks in need of repair. A sponsor was found for the materials necessary to effect the 
repairs, which were then done proficiently by the students under the supervision of their trainer. 
The result is a very happy octogenarian, whose house is now in good repair and freshly painted 
for the first time since she occupied it 17 years ago. Another house in Klapmuts was noted by 
the students as having a wide crack in an external wall, which created problems for the owner 
during the rainy season. The repairs to the crack were completed skillfully by the students, 
again under good supervision. Back at the training centre, the students were tasked with re-
painting of the Stellemploy toilets, some of the classrooms and an outside wall. With an 
understanding of the theory, and with excellent practical experience, it is expected that most of 
the trainees will find employment in 2014.  

Thirteen students successfully completed the Painting, plumbing and carpentry modules of the 
Building Maintenance training programme. Following her training, one student immediately 
established her own small construction company and, after employing one of her fellow 
students, was successful in securing a subcontract from Power Construction. Another trainee, 
also made employable on the basis of his recently acquired skills, started working for a plumber 
– making him a proudly employed husband and father to two young children. 

A Gardening course, sponsored by Pay@, was attended by two people from Klapmuts, with a 
placement arranged for one trained gardener at Babin Pre-primary School.  

The above are just a few examples of what is offered by Stellemploy and what can be achieved 
in terms of actualising human potential - if opportunities are simply made available. Thank you, 
United Church, for your valued contribution! 

 
********************* 



NEWS FLASHES and FEEDBACK 

 

 

Seventeen young people confirmed their commitment to Jesus on Sunday 19 October.  They 
were Talya Beyers, Kelsey Cloete, Emma De Clercq, Claire Dehosse, Shannon Gebers, Cathryn 
Goodwin, Suzaan Hobson, Pinky Mdunyelwa, Bulelwa Mjame, Nomvula Olivia Mjame, Shannon 
Morse, Kelsey Nel, Nosiphiwo Nokhwange, Mark Reuter, Sean Richardson, Bukeka Skeyi, Kayla-
Ann Weidemann and David Wolfswinkel.  

These are some images from the Confirmation service. Please look on the Facebook link to 
some more photos from the day.  

 

Photo credit:  U Reuter 

From left: Sean Richardson, Mark Reuter, Fabian Plüddemann (cousin of Mark) Nadia Reuter, 
Josh Reuter, Rijk Diepeveen and Nic Farrell (friends of Mark's) Suzanne Hobson, Shannon 
Morse, Kayla-Anne Weidemann and Emma de Clercq.  

Photo credit:  K Burns 



Work party at Vuya Endaweni 

Feedback by Leanne Seeliger and Emma de Clercq & Shannon Morse 

The Vuya Endaweni Environmental Education Centre in Enkanini informal settlement on 
Papegaaiberg was given a face lift by the Confirmation class of 2014. The bare walls of the 
Wendy House are now a bright blue, the floors are covered with durable plastic black tiles and 
the wood exterior is now ready to withstand the harsh weather of Enkanini for another two 
years. 

This facelift could not have come at a better time. The centre is now piloting their Eco Warrior 
education programme, which includes four weeks of tuition followed by one week of 
presentation and an examination for badges. Next year, the children will enter the programme 
as candidate Eco Warriors. In groups of six they will be working towards five badges: water, 
waste, biodiversity, safety and energy.  

This new programme will need volunteers to assist with the teaching and grading of the 
badges.  Anyone wishing to volunteer their services - either on a weekly or monthly basis - is 
welcome to contact me. If you are a specialist in any of these areas or have teaching skills these 
would be a great advantage, but your interest and involvement is what will really make a 
difference. 

But you don’t have to wait until next year to get involved in Vuya Endaweni! On 22 November 
we are having a “fill a back-pack present day” and on the 29 November is the annual end of 
year beach party on Strand beach. For the “fill-a-back pack present day” we are asking you to 
buy an inexpensive back-pack and fill it with a water bottle and a peak cap. If you have any of 
these items at home and they are still in good nick, please donate them too. These backpacks 
will be used by the 30 Eco-Warriors in our programme next year. 

The Beach Party will take place at Strand Beach from 8:30 to 12:00 on 29 November. Food and 
transport will be provided but we need help with the organising of games. Learners and 
students who are keen to play cricket, volley ball and touch rugby on the beach are invited to 
volunteer. Swimmers with life-saving skills are especially asked to volunteer their services.  

It has been a wonderful year of growth and joy for the children and facilitators at Vuya 
Endaweni Education Centre. Thank you to all of you who have participated and contributed 
your time and money. We invite you to join us for the last two activities this year and 
encourage you to commit to helping us with the programme next year. 

Leanne Seeliger email: Leanne@leanneseeliger.com or 0722032113 

 

 

 

mailto:Leanne@leanneseeliger.com


Vuya Endaweni Article by two confirmants 

Emma de Clercq and Shannon Morse 

On 13 and 20 September the Confirmation class of 
2014, along with David and Celene Hunter and a few 
charitable volunteers, set off to Vuya Endaweni 
Education centre in Kayamandi. In our Confirmation 
classes over the past few months we had learned about 
various aspects of a life of faith, hope and love, and 
now we wanted to express ‘love as action’.  Our 
challenge was to help renovate the wooden structure, 
an undertaking which would create a better 
environment in which the children can learn and play. 
The first Saturday was spent sanding down the exterior 
of the building, a strenuous task, but one that was 
made easier by the assistance of many enthusiastic 
Enkanini children. We managed to complete the task in record time before moving on to the 
varnishing.  We all got a good workout that day and the hot sun really put us to the test. Rentia 
Hobbs and her team of gardeners planted a number of creepers and erected a wooden screen which 
will help bring some shade and privacy. The following Saturday entailed painting the interior of the 
centre and completing the varnishing of the exterior. We had a lot of fun playing with the children in 
between the hard work. This was a mutually beneficial experience for both the class and the local 
children and it was wonderful to be able to contribute in such a practical way to the community. 

 

Photo credit:  A Beyers 



 

Bowls Day 

Feedback by Brian Shepherd 

 

 

On 28 September, following the morning church service, 30 members of the congregation 
arrived at the Van der Stel Lawn Bowling Club ready to play a game of "old man's marbles". The 
Gerbers, Nikki Lombard's parents, were there to show the extended family how to get the 
bowls up to the "kat" (Afrikaans for a Jack or a Kitty). New to the game, the Beyers and Jeffreys 
families put on a good show and bowled with gusto. Hazel actually took a photo of the one 
and only bowl which she got to within a metre of the jack. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
game.  

After an hour and a half of vigorous exercise (especially for Hazel), the group descended on the 
braai area to enjoy the less stressful job of watching the meat on the fire and comparing their 
recently acquired expertise. A lovely morning out in the sun, with great fellowship 

Thank you all for making the time to join in the fun and fellowship. Thanks to your donations, 
R500.00 was collected and sent to Love2give2children, a charity organisation in Kayamandi 
which supports mothers and children in ensuring that they grow and receive the necessary 
food to sustain a healthy life.  

Photo credit:  A Beyers 



 
Madrigal Concert 

Feedback by Jane Plantinga 

 

 

On Thursday 23 October, the Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers performed an a capella concert of 
exquisite music to a full house at Stellenbosch United Church. 

Their repertoire includes a variety of musical styles, although the focus is mainly on vocal 
Renaissance music, especially madrigals. 

The group has been singing together for ten years simply for the love of music. They have 
released numerous CDs over the years. For those who missed the concert but would like to 
hear the group, the CDs are available at the church office for R100 each. 

My favourite item in the concert was 'Prayer' with Music by Rene Clausen and words by Mother 
Teresa. (See the Prayer at the end of the Newsletter) 

A close second was a rousing performance of 'Concerto for Choir' (1st movement) by Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. 

The concert was ended with an encore of the amusing 'Don’t worry, Be happy' by Bobby 
McFerrin. 

All in all, it was a wonderful evening.  We thank the Madrigal Singers for sharing it with us. They 
have donated a percentage of the ticket sales to the United Church to be used for Outreach. 

 
 

********************* 
 

Photo credit:  Jessica Shepherd 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
The Prayer Group meets in the church every Friday at 11h30 – 12h00.  
 
NOVEMBER 
2   November Fundraising event at ……………… for our Kayamandi members 
16 November Renewal, Reformation and Forward Planning meeting and braai 

11h00 – 14h00 
20 November Annual Golf Day 
22 November Vuya Endaweni - “Fill a Back-pack” Present Day  
27 November 10h00: Masifunde Crèche Christmas Party.  Please drop your presents at 

the church office by 16 November 
29 November Vuya Endaweni - Beach Party 
30 November  09h30: Thanksgiving Service 
 
 
 
 

************** 
 
 

 
 

EAR JESUS, help me to spread Thy fragrance 
everywhere I go. Flood my soul with Thy spirit and love. 
Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly that all my 
life may only be a radiance of Thine. Shine through me and 

be so in me that every soul I come in contact with may feel Thy 
presence in my soul. Let them look up and see no longer me but only 
Jesus. Stay with me and then I shall begin to shine as you shine, so to 
shine as to be a light to others. 

 

http://www.americancatholic.org/features/teresa/default.asp�

