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Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our  
Bible like we treat our cell phone? 

 
What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets? 

What if we flipped through it several times a day? 
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 

What if we used it to receive messages from the text? 
What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it? 

What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 
What if we used it when we travelled? 

What if we used it in case of emergency? 
This is something to make you go....hmm...where is my Bible? 

Oh, and one more thing. 
Unlike our cell phone, we don't have to worry about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus 

already paid the bill. 
Makes you stop and think 'where are my priorities?' 

 
********************* 

 

A MESSAGE FROM DAVID and CELENE 
 
Dear Friends, 

At the height of laughter, 
the universe is flung into a kaleidoscope of new possibilities 

Jean Houston 
 
The ability to laugh is part of what makes us human, and which sets us apart from other 
creatures.  (Although I’m sure I heard Jonty - our Golden Retriever – guffaw with laughter 
when Shasta, our other Golden Retriever, returned from the dog parlour looking like a 
newly shorn sheep: a ‘bad hair day’ if ever there was one!) Laughter is evoked as we 
recognise the incongruities, the absurdities of ourselves, of others, of life. 
 
Comedians capitalize on this human trait.  They also recognize laughter’s value in helping 
us to live well. Bob Newhart reminds us of how “laughter can give us perspective: Laughter 
gives us distance. It allows us to step back from an event, deal with it and then move on.” 
Bill Cosby suggests that “laughter is what enables us to survive being human: Through 
humour, you can soften some of the worst blows that life delivers. And once you find 
laughter, no matter how painful your situation might be, you can survive.”  Charlie Chaplain 
reckons that “a day without laughter is a day wasted.”  And, according to a proverb, “If 
you're too busy to laugh, you are too busy.” 



 
Cartoonists also exploit laughter’s capacity to highlight the gap - the dislocation - between 
the way things are and the way we think they ought to be. Look at the way Charles 
Schultz’s ‘Peanut’ characters - Charlie Brown, Lucy, Linus and Woodstock - hold up a 
mirror to our human foolishness. Similarly, the political cartoonist, Zapiro exposes the gap 
between the realities of South Africa as it is, and how we had hoped it would be.  For me, 
one of Zapiro’s most poignant cartoons followed the xenophobic violence which occurred 
in some parts of South Africa in May 2008.  It shows Nelson Mandela and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu looking on in despair as the new South African flag, the symbol of Tutu's 
beloved "rainbow nation of God", runs with blood.  
 

 
Many of Zapiro’s cartoons also 
expose the follies and 
pretentions of political 
personalities – the gap between 
their words and the way they are 
living.  
 
But Zapiro’s cartoons have not 
gone unnoticed.  In December 
2008 President Jacob Zuma 
instituted a legal claim against 
Avusa Media, publishers of The 
Sunday Times, and Jonathan 
Shapiro (Zapiro) for R5 million in 
damage ‘in compensation for 
defamation and impaired personal 
dignity’ incurred by Zuma following 
Zapiro’s cartoon (published in the 
Sunday Times on 8 September)  
titled “The Rape of Lady Justice”.  
  
Although President Zuma withdrew 
his claim for damages in October 
2012 and agreed to pay half the 
legal costs, the case reminds us of 
the need for constant vigilance and of how a free media can act as a brake on 
overweening state power. Cartoonists are rather like the canaries that were sent down 
mines to detect toxic levels of gas - hence the need for concern when governments start 
restricting their work.  Is this because people who are living into that role of invincibility 
cannot tolerate seeing the absurdity of their posture? 
 
For the radio sermon (which was recorded on 16 February and will be broadcast on 2 
March) I used Mary’s Magnificat (Luke 2) as my text. It would seem that the frequent 
inversion of the world’s false pride is written into the very heart of God’s character. Mary 



declares that in Jesus God has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts, he 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. Although 
we have no reference in the Gospels of Jesus laughing, when we carefully examine some 
of the images he uses, then we can see the humour and absurdity that he is exposing. To 
the rich young man Jesus exposes the folly of relying on wealth for salvation: It will be 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.  To the scribes and Pharisees - the religious people of his day – Jesus 
points out the danger of self-righteousness and hypocrisy: you blind guides, you strain out 
the gnat, but you swallow the camel! And to the anxious – which of us don’t fall into that 
category at times? – Jesus reveals the folly of worry: "Can any of you live a bit longer by 
worrying about it? Look how the wild flowers grow: they do not work or make clothes for 
themselves. But I tell you that not even King Solomon with all his wealth had clothes as 
beautiful as one of these flowers.  It is God who clothes the wild grass … Won’t he be all 
the more sure to clothe you” (Matt 6: 26 – 30) 
 
In Ralph Waldo Emerson’s poem Hamatreya he writes: 
 

Earth laughs in flowers, to see her boastful boys 
Earth-proud, proud of the earth which is not theirs; 
Who steer the plough but cannot steer their feet 
Clear of the grave. 

 
Does nature too perhaps expose (Earth laughs in flowers) human folly and the arrogant 
way we think we hold dominion over the earth – created long before we existed and which 
will continue long after we’ve gone?  
 
Could our ability to laugh at ourselves perhaps be a sign of humility – the recognition that 
we come from dust (humus) – and that our lives are utterly dependent on the grace, mercy 
and kindness of God?  What new possibilities will open up when we begin to live this way? 
 
With our love, 
 
David and Celene 
 
 

********************* 
 

  



Introducing… June Cilliers and how she is M.A.D. 
(making a difference) at the Stellenbosch Animal Welfare 

 
June is married to Charl Cilliers, who is 
responsible for the Counselling Services 
at Stellenbosch University. They have 
three adult children: Charl Daniel jnr, who 
is a Conservationist; Dale, who is a 
medical doctor; and Anne, who lives in the 
UK and is currently studying law. June is 
also a grandmother. Apart from her many 
other gifts (craft work, card making, 
baking) June has the gift of a 
compassionate heart for all God’s 
creatures, great and small. 
 
Cats hold a particularly special place in 
June’s heart.  Her home is adorned with 
all things feline, but pride of place in their 
family room is held by another of her loves 
- her Penny Piglit (piggy bank) – which 
waits patiently to safeguard any small 

change until it can be handed over to the Stellenbosch Animal Welfare where it will make a 
difference. 
 
June’s Penny Fund started twenty years ago when she came across her daughter Ann 
and her friend counting out their small change. June had an Aha moment: This would be 
the perfect way to collect money for Stellenbosch Animal Welfare!  Although the Penny 
Fund started small - June collected R15.00 in the first year – it has grown rapidly.  She 
now collects about R14 000 per year in small change from friends, family and other 
connections.  June acknowledges that the Penny Fund is hardly rocket science – it’s only 
small change after all – but it is definitely not insignificant… 
 
In addition to loving cats and piggies, June loves white elephants! Each Saturday she 
assists with the Animal Welfare White elephant store, which sells an assortment of quality 
used goods at the Root44 market. 
 
June’s M.A.D.ness is contagious: her son, Charl Daniel, aka Superman, is a well-known 
figure at many sporting events, where he competes wearing his Superman outfit to raise 
funds for Animal Welfare.  Look out for Stellenbosch United’s very own Superman at his 
next appearance: the Argus Cycle tour on 9th March!  

The funds which June collects are used exclusively in the Animal Welfare’s sterilizing 
project.  In the past nine months Dr Annelise Roos, Rene de Wet and their team have 
collaborated with the local community and EnviroVet CVC (SAVA Community Veterinary 



Clinics) to treat and sterilize cats and dogs in Kayamandi and the surrounding areas. To 
date they have been responsible for over 5000 sterilizations.  

As you can imagine, the need is enormous and ongoing.  But every contribution makes a 
difference. So, if you feel passionate about the welfare of our animals – and the neglect of 
unwanted litters of puppies and kittens – why not join June in going M.A.D?  Keep your 
small change for June’s Penny Fund and make a difference one cent at a time.  

********************* 

 

 
Camp Symphony 

2013 Presby Summer Camp 
 
The 3rd annual Presby Summer Camp was held at Simonsberg Christian Centre early in 
December 2013 for Grade 8 -10 learners. 
 
The name CAMP SYMPHONY is significant in that the word sym•pho•ny is derived from 
the Greek word sumphõnia meaning to sound-together. When we encounter God together 
in worship, we are simply adding our life to the symphony of praise that already resounds 
throughout all of God's creation. Campers are invited to join in as we glorify God with the 
whole of our lives, resounding-together in a symphony of praise. The teens were shown 
and taught experientially that everything they are is worship and all individual parts of the 
body come together in a symphony of worship to God. Whether they were playing sport, 
baking, dancing, writing poetry or simply talking with friends, all of it is worship 
 

 
Photo and text above from their website http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?u=037f3c84a3561f6fbb994f21b&id=3e617eb2c0 

 



Jane Plantinga and Mrs Peters facilitated the attendance of Zethu Bixa, a daughter of one 
of the elders of our congregation, through the generous sponsorship from Caron 
Spangenburg and Clinton Theron. 

Zethu writes:  

"First of all I would like to say thank you for 
choosing me. If I had not gone to this camp, I 
wouldn’t have gained knowledge about God as I 
did at the summer camp. 

The camp was a wonderful experience and I 
have learned a lot spiritually and socially.  We 
did both educational and physical activities.  
Spiritually we engaged ourselves in praise and 
worship, guided and led by our leaders or camp 
facilitators. 

I also learned that God created us differently, 
but that doesn’t stop us from working together 
as one Nation. 

The camp helped me make friends from different countries and backgrounds.  I gained a 
lot of experience from the camp and it helped me to know myself better, and also to know 
where I am going as a person. 

Lastly I would like to thank Caron and Clinton and Stellenbosch United Church for making 
it possible for me to attend." 

********************* 

  



Upcoming Events 
 
MARCH 
5 March – Ash Wednesday 

 
According to the canonical gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke; Jesus spent 
40 days fasting in the desert, where he endured temptation by Satan. Ash 
Wednesday marks the beginning of this 40-day liturgical period of prayer and 
fasting or abstinence. Of the 46 days until Easter, six are Sundays. As the 
Christian sabbath, Sundays are not included in the fasting period and are 
instead "feast" days during Lent. 
 
Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of placing ashes on the 
foreheads of adherents as a celebration and reminder of human mortality, and 
as a sign of mourning and repentance to God. The ashes used are typically 
gathered from the burning of the palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday. 
 
Although generally seen as a Catholic practice, as it was mostly abandoned 
by Protestants except for Anglicans after the Protestant Reformation, it has 
become increasingly common in much of Christianity, now being observed by 
many Lutherans and Methodists in addition to Catholics and Anglicans. 

Wikipedia 

 
 
 
21 March – Human Rights Day 
28 March – Schools Close 
29 March – Earth Hour 
 
APRIL 
The Elgar Chorale, an outstanding choir from Worcestershire, where Marietjie, Piet and 
Catharina Grobler lived in the UK, will be visiting us in April this year to give a concert in 
memory of Marietjie and Catharina. This will be held in the Stellenbosch United Church on 
Saturday 12 April at 19h30. Dr Barry Smith and the St George’s Choir will join them. This 
is going to be a very special occasion with superb music. Please book this Saturday 
evening and tell your friends about it as well. We will need to host about twelve choir 
members over the weekend of the 11-13th of April.  If you are able to accommodate a 
choir member for that period of time, please contact Audrey at our church office. We 
will give more details about this concert closer to the time. 
 
We are planning a Sunday family picnic after church during April, but due to the many 
holidays in April, we still need to find a good day – Sunday the 27th (also Freedom Day) 
seems to be the most likely option so far.  We will keep you posted. 
 
MAY 
The next Bingo evening will be in May, by popular demand, again at the Table Restaurant 
at De Meyer.   
 


