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A MESSAGE from DAVID 
 

Dear Friends, 

As a young child growing up in Johannesburg, I clearly recall the emotions I had at the 
beginning of a New Year as the Christmas decorations were removed from the shops and ‘back 
to school’ adverts took their place. Taking down our Christmas decorations at home, didn’t feel 
nearly as exciting as putting them up and neither did the thought of returning to school fill me 
with much delight, except for the prospect of playing sport and especially cricket in the first 
term. Surprisingly, I frequently found that once I immersed myself in the responsibilities of the 
new grade at school, there was a constant stream of fresh invitations to learn, new friends to 
meet in the class and exciting challenges to face on the sports field.  

It seems that life is given shape and meaning by the constant need to be engaged in the 
responsibilities and opportunities of each day. In fact, this is one of the core meanings of 
vocation. For vocation is not so much about whether I am a shop assistant, teacher, clerk, 
doctor, professor, or unemployed, but far rather, vocation is about bringing the distinctiveness 
of our personality and gifts to the daily circumstances that we face and being involved as 
faithfully as we know how.   

With regards to some of the opportunities in the life of the congregation in the early part of 
this year, the Reformation, Renewal and Forward planning group is arranging for a 
Congregational Picnic after the morning service on Sunday 1 March and there will also be a 
Congregational Camp on the first week-end in May at the Christian Brothers Centre in 
Paradyskloof. Our members from Kayamnandi are also holding a camp at Wortelgat, near 
Hermanus over the week-end of 6-8 February. We will also be hosting the opening service of 
the Faculty of Theology at our evening service on 1 February. I have asked the Madrigal Singers 
as well as a choir from our Kayamnandi members to participate in this opening service.  

Could I please ask you to take note of these dates and events, to watch out for further details in 
the weeks to follow and to participate in whatever capacity you are able. The church is created 
by the Spirit of God joining us in a life together as we seek to express and embody God’s faith, 
hope and love. 

Yours sincerely, 

David  

********************* 



GOOD NEWS FLASHES  

 

ADAM PLANTINGA 

Adam Plantinga presented an updated version of his 
honours thesis on catastrophe risk capital modelling at 
the Annual South African Actuarial Convention at the end 
of last year. He received awards for the "Best First Time 
Author" (Reinsurance Group of America) and Best 2014 
paper on "Risk" (Swiss RE). Needless to say, we should all 
buy pre-listing shares in the company Adam is sure to 
establish one day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROELAND and TILANIE ENGELBRECHT (nee 
Schoonwinkel) with their daughter, MIA, who was 
born in September 2014. 
Tilanie and Roeland have been living in 
Williamslake, Canada, for the past two years where 
Roeland has been practising as a GP.  Tilanie and 
Mia will be arriving in Stellenbosch on 10 January 
for a three-week visit. Tilda can't wait. 

 

 

 

  



NATALI VAN ZIJL 

Some stunning Matric results were produced by the 
Stellenbosch class of 2014.  NATALI VAN ZIJL, who was 
confirmed in 2013, was Rhenish Dux in 2014, and obtained an 
average of 92.6% (8 As).  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEVIN PASIO 

KEVIN, David and Celene Hunter’s son-in-law, obtained his M 
Med (Family Medicine) degree from Stellenbosch University in 
December. He, SHANNON and CALLUM will be relocating from 
Hermanus to the Eastern Cape in February, where Kevin will 
work at Zuthuleli District hospital. Shannon will be working for a 
local NGO there.  

 

 

 

JAMES and ROXY BURNS'  

James graduated at the end of last year with a BSc 
(GeoInformatics); Roxy was awarded her PGSE diploma from 
UNISA, with distinction.  Both JAMES and ROXY will be 
registering for Honours degrees at Stellenbosch in 2015.   

 

 

 

  



FEEDBACK PHOTOS  

Thanksgiving Service - 30 November 2014 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
The Prayer Group meets in the church every Friday at 11h30 – 12h00.  
 
DECEMBER 
21 January Schools start 
24 January Prayer Guide Course  
25 January 19h00  Evening Services commence for 2015 
01 February 11h15  Renewal and Forward Planning Meeting in hall. 
 19h00  Opening service of the Faculty of Theology at our evening service 
06 – 08 Feb Kayamnandi Camp at Wortelgat 
12 February Journey Inward Course begins 
 
 
Please note that the evening services will commence only on 25 January 2015.  
 
 
 


