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We seem to be reluctant to emerge from 
hibernation and our pre-spring edition has now 
become the spring edition. And that’s not all that 
is budding. I seem to recall bragging madly about 
my Granny status two years ago. Well, it’s going to 
happen again in October! 

This is quite a bumper issue, so relax with a cup of 
something and read on. 

As usual, we have some pearls of wisdom from 
Tony. His message reflects on the true nature of 
leadership and provides more information on the 
roles that our elders will play in their newly 
designated Areas of Ministry.  

I would really like to thank Amanda Gouws for 
summing up the local government elections so 
succinctly in her article. She breaks it down 
beautifully for us and sends a hopeful message of 
a maturing democracy in South Africa. 

The next reflection is from David Hunter who has 
written a tribute to Keith Palmer that comes 
straight from the heart. The powerful messages of 
love, friendship and compassion are abundantly 
reflected in his words. 

Malibongwe gives us an update on the 
renovations taking place at their place of worship 
in Kayamandi. At present it is a cold, leaky shack 



   

and we all hope and pray that efforts to procure 
land for a new place of worship come to fruition. 

Up next, what a lovely surprise from abroad! No, 
not “Letter from America” but “Reflections from 
Switzerland”. Ursula Reader unpacks her musings 
on the following quote: “Parochialism is universal 
… it deals with fundamentals”. (And yes, you are 
permitted to look up “parochialism” in the 
dictionary.) 

Jane Plantinga paints a stark picture of abuse as 
she reports back on L’abri de Dieu, a safe house 
for abused women and children in Stellenbosch. 
Please read through this and see in what ways we 
can continue to help here. 

I am so sorry to have missed the annual potjiekos 
evening at De Meye. I understand, and the 
pictures support this, that it was a rip-roaring 
affair. 

Almost finally, we feature our new elders, Nolitha 
Tshefu, Monté Maritz and Ronel Retief. What a 
talented trio they are! 

Then we say bon voyage to Zanele Situ and Roxy 
Burns who are off to do us proud at the Rio 
Paralympics. We wish you well. 

Finally, we have the list of upcoming events, and 
“fluit-fluit, my storie is uit!” 

Jane v Wilgen 
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MESSAGE FROM TONY 
 

Dear family, 

I was confirmed by the Roman Catholic bishop 
of Natal in 1981. It was a beautiful spectacle as 
the bishop celebrated mass and took his seat to 
lay hands on the confirmands. I didn’t really 
understand what confirmation meant at that 
stage. I was 15 years old and had no idea where 
God would lead me, but I knew that Jesus was 
my Lord and Saviour. Having a bishop confirm 
us seemed to be quite a privilege, because he 
was like the big boss. It was going to take a few 
years, however, for me to understand church 
leadership enough to know why it was so 
important that the bishop confirmed us. 

The first time leadership is explicitly described in 
the Bible is in chapter 18 of the book of Exodus, 
where Moses’ father-in-law comes to visit him in 
the desert and sees him performing all of the 
tasks of leadership on his own. Jethro’s advice to 
Moses was that he should appoint people to 
help him and delegate his tasks of leadership to 
them. He appointed them over tens, fifties and 
hundreds. His chief role of these leaders was to 
provide advice and discernment on matters of 
dispute. This was effectively the first judicial 
system among the freed slaves from Egypt and 
began a process of development which reached 
its zenith in the monarchy under Saul, David and 
Solomon. 

In Matthew 20, Jesus called the disciples 
together and said, “You know that the rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so 
with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, 27 and 
whoever wants to be first must be your slave—
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” This idea of “servant 

leadership” is one which we try to implement in 
our church and our elders are fine examples of 
what this sacrificial headship is all about. But it is 
not a new concept which Jesus introduces, in 
fact it appears centuries before. 

When Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come 
to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them” 
(Matt 5:17), He meant two things. Firstly that His 
life and death would accomplish what the Torah 
could not and; secondly, that His teaching 
would make plain that of the Torah. So in 
Matthew 20, Jesus must have had the teaching 
of Deuteronomy 17 in mind. Moses teaches of 
the King: “18 When he takes the throne of his 
kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a 
copy of this law, taken from that of the Levitical 
priests. 19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it 
all the days of his life so that he may learn to 
revere the Lord his God and follow carefully all 
the words of this law and these decrees 20 and 
not consider himself better than his fellow 
Israelites and turn from the law to the right or to 
the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a 
long time over his kingdom in Israel.” 

The King of Israel, unlike the kings of the 
surrounding nations, was subject to a law that 
He did not promulgate. This is the case in our 
democracy, where even the government is 
subject to a constitution promulgated and 
enforced by the judiciary. This made Israel a 
constitutional monarchy, says Bernard Levinson, 
one of the foremost Torah scholars of our time. 
And it made the king the “first among equals”, a 
notion which is common to many modern 
democracies. 

This is the context of Jesus’ and other New 
Testament teaching on leadership. Leaders are 
not above their peers, nor are they above the 
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“law” of Scripture. In fact James lays a heavy 
burden of responsibility upon teachers by 
making them doubly accountable: “Not many of 
you should become teachers, my fellow 
believers, because you know that we who teach 
will be judged more strictly.” 

Your elders, at United Church, have spent hours 
praying and working through the structure of 
the leadership in the Reformation and Renewal 
process. The result is a new-look council of 
seven, a thoroughly Biblical number although 
that is not set in stone. Then there is another set 
of elders who share the decision-making and 
leadership, making up what we are calling the 
“Areas of Ministry” (AoM). Monté has drawn us a 
picture and it looks like this: 

 

So far the AoM’s and their leaders are as 
follows: 

Pastoral Care & Bereavement: Claire de Munck  
Bible Study & Fellowship: Tilda Schoonwinkel 
Childrens’ Ministry: Ronel Retief 
Kayamandi Elders Group: Malibongwe Gwele 
Communication: Karin Burns 
Events and Communal Activities: Brian Shepherd 
Outreach: Mzwabantu Bixa 
Maintenance and Administration: Niel Retief 
Music: None yet 
Retired Kingdom: None yet 

Students: None yet 
Young Adults: None yet 
Families with young children: None yet 
 

You’ll notice that some areas have no leader yet. 
These are mostly those looking after the 
younger people in our church. Churches which 
invest nothing in their youth might not have a 
future. If we are to have a witness in 
Stellenbosch in decades to come, it is critical 
that we fill these roles with energetic and 
creative people. Please pray and ask the Lord 
whether He might be calling you to fill one of 
these roles. 

Finally, why was it so important that the bishop 
confirmed me? 

In our church 
we elect elders. 
The existing 
elders then 
“ordain” the 
new elders by 
laying on their 
hands. The 
idea is that 
leadership is 
passed on by 
the existing 
leaders praying 
that the new 
ones would be 

filled with God’s Spirit, as Paul reminds Timothy: 
“6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame 
the gift of God, which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands.” (2 Timothy 1:6). In the 
same way, the bishop laid hands on us and 
prayed that we’d receive the Holy Spirit. In a 
sense, each of our elders is a bishop.  

Please pray that God would guide you as to 
where you can serve Him at Stellenbosch United 
Church. 

Grace and Peace 

Tony
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LOCAL ELECTIONS RESULTS 
MADE CLEARER  

 

by Amanda Gouws 

The message of the results of the 2016 local government elections was loud and clear. The educated 
urban citizens are tired of bad service delivery, corruption and arrogant, self-serving political leaders. For 
the first time in a long time there was a flicker of hope that citizens are keeping the ruling party to 
account. 26 million people registered to vote and of the registered voters 58% casted their votes – a high 
turnout for a local government election.   

The electoral system on the local level contributed to this result. Unlike the national level we have a mixed 
electoral system on the local level. 50% of candidates are elected from the proportional lists and 50% 
from wards. The drawback of the proportional lists (the only electoral mechanism used on the national 
level) is that politicians elected from the lists are hard to keep accountable, because they are not directly 
linked to constituencies. Ward councillors on the local level, however, have to account to their 
constituencies.   

The overwhelming support that the DA got in the Western Cape is an indication of the demographics of 
the province, but also that voters have assessed the DA’s service delivery and on average are satisfied 
with it. But the DA’s biggest success is its support in the metros. The question is whether the urban voters 
have shifted from being party loyalists to being issue voters. Issue voters make cost/benefit calculations 
on grounds of service delivery satisfaction and shift their support to the party that is the best at delivery 
and satisfying their needs. If this is the case, the South African democracy is maturing. Other signs of 
maturation are the fact that the outcome of the election has been accepted by the losers and that there 
was no large-scale violence during the election (even though some candidates were assassinated before 
the election). 

One question that we have to ask is why the EFF did not do better. It did not increase its share of the vote 
since the national election in 2014 – support that hovers around 8%. Is there a limit to populist politics or 
was it hampered by the stay-away vote of the youth? The largest proportion of people who did not turn 
out to vote was in the category 18-25 years of age. These are the people that the EFF appeals to. 

Posing candidates in constituencies opens the door for smaller parties to put forward candidates and for 
people to stand as independents. In this election smaller parties and independents benefitted from the 
drop in support for the ANC. Overall there was an 8% drop – support that went mainly to the DA and the 
EFF, the new kid on the block. The shift away from the ANC is very visible in the metros. In Cape Town the 
DA got 66.6% of the vote, the ANC 24% and the EFF 3%. In Johannesburg the DA got 44.5%, the ANC 
38.3% and the EFF 11.7%. In Tshwane the DA got 43%, the ANC 41.2% and the EFF 11.7%. In Ekurhuleni 
the ANC got 48.6%, the DA, 34% and the EFF 11.2% (not an outright majority for the ANC). In Nelson 
Mandela Bay the DA got 46.7%, the ANC 40.9% and the EFF 5.1%. 

The drop in ANC support meant that the there was no outright majority (50% + 1 of the vote) in four of 
the metros, resulting in hung councils – Nelson Mandela Bay, Tshwane, Johannesburg and Ekurhuleni.  
The metros are the economic hubs of South Africa and who governs the metros has a handle on the 
economy. The hung councils paved the way for coalition politics in South Africa. 
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When no party gets a majority, parties have to go into partnerships (coalitions) with other parties to 
increase their vote share to above 50%. This means that the smaller parties, the EFF and independents 
are kingmakers (they determine which parties become the governing coalition). Normally coalitions are 
formed on grounds of principles and pragmatic implementation of policies. Yet, the EFF already indicated 
before the election that they won’t go into a coalition with the ANC, unless Zuma goes. It also does not 
feel comfortable with the policies of the EFF on grounds of its ideology. Where parties need a lot of 
support to get them to 50% the EFF is in a powerful position, because the smaller parties will not provide 
enough support. The EFF indicated, however, that they will work with the DA on an issue-by-issue basis (it 
will determine its support for each issue). It therefore holds the powerful balance of power in 
Johannesburg, for example, where the DA has only got 44% support. 

Coalitions can work well or they can cause paralysis when parties cannot agree on anything. In Nelson 
Mandela Bay the DA is in a coalition with the UDM, COPE and the ACDP – strange bedfellows indeed. If 
the ANC’s support keeps dropping too close to 50% or below 50% on the national level we will also see 
coalition politics on this level. (In this election the ANC’s support dropped below 60% for the first time 
since 1994.) The local governments will be an indication of how well coalitions work in South Africa and 
prepare us for what is to come. 
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REFLECTIONS AND THANKSGIVING  
FOR KEITH PALMER  

by David Hunter 

Keith was one of the first people I met in April 1988 when I came to Stellenbosch with a view to 
receiving a call to minister here. On that occasion we played squash together. I thought I was a 
reasonable squash player, but he was very skilful on the court and I sensed him weighing up how 
hard to push me and then to keep the game at that level and for us to enjoy the time together. It 
would be the beginning of a 28-year-long friendship that has grown in depth and my enormous 
admiration for him. 

Keith was endlessly generous, acutely sensitive to 
noticing where we were, what we needed and quietly 
and selflessly sharing whatever resources were 
necessary, or doing what was appropriate. On countless 
occasions his care has extended to our children with 
some of their more technical school projects, and 
latterly with their university theses and academic papers. 
The generous giving of himself knew no limits. It seems 
to me that the quality of true power is the capacity to 
live selflessly, generously, and for me Keith embodied 
that quality of true power.  

His humour was quick, extremely funny and frequently 
put what we were saying or doing in a more helpful 
context. But it was never at the expense of someone 
else.  

He taught us how to look at life differently, to see 
difficulties as what he called “adventures”, filled with 

opportunities to learn and laugh and grow. It has become one of the vital parts of our home:  
whenever we encounter something challenging, we call it “an adventure” remembering the many 
ways Keith turned difficulties into adventures.  

He was an exceptionally brilliant engineer, but never used his knowledge in a patronising way. His 
knowledge was not limited to electrical engineering; it was mechanical as well. In fact, almost any 
field. He was widely read and had an extraordinary understanding of almost anything in life and 
could contribute in most helpful ways.    

There was a remarkable wisdom in Keith – wisdom about life, relationships, often seeing through to 
the foundational issues and helping us to look anew at what was before us so that we could focus 
on what was truly important. 

He was always self-effacing, truly humble, never drawing attention to himself, no matter what the 
circumstances. The way he carried the emotional and physical weight of the deeply debilitating 
effects of Parkinson’s disease for more than a decade embodied this selflessness and courage.  Few 
of us really knew the degree to which he was struggling. He did not want us to know that. He was 
extraordinarily courageous even to the very end. 
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He had a keen sense of justice, compassion, patience and social concern. He served for many years 
as the chairperson of NOAH (Neighbourhood, Old Age Homes), a project here in Idas Valley, 
seeking to care for the needs of elderly people who had very few resources.   

He faithfully served for several years as an elder in this congregation and, even after he stepped 
down from the council, continued to play an active role wherever he could, from assisting with 
technical issues, to evaluating the results of congregational questionnaires and helping to teach the 
confirmation class. 

His family was extremely important to him and he valued every opportunity to be together with 
them.  

He was a three o'clock-in-the-morning friend, the first person you would call for help, knowing that 
what he would do and be would be most valued.   

I don’t know how many of us would have heard Keith pray. Prayer, as you may well know, truly 
reveals the heart of what we believe. Whenever Keith prayed, and as recently as the celebration of 
Nicky’s 60th birthday party in their garden this year, he began as he always did with “Merciful God”. 

It seemed to me that Keith had not only with his wisdom seen through to the very heart of the 
universe and what is of fundamental concern in all our relationships, but he also lived out this mercy 
in his relationships with us. And through his living out of this mercy, this selflessness, he enabled us 
to know and meet something of the true character of God. In him, we have countless memories of 
the love of God represented to us. 

In June last year, he celebrated his 60th birthday with a breakfast at a nearby restaurant. Many of his 
friends shared this occasion with him and he wrote what he called, “An ode to little notes” which was 
his expression of thanks to all his friends. I thought it would be helpful to end off with his own 
words. 

Life’s orchestra is a grand thing to see, 
each piece made of the little notes, C thru B. 
Some come in sharps, some as flat as can be, 
but all play their part in our sweet symphony. 

My friends brought the chords and my family the key 
and they assembled the score that strummed into me. 
Mind not life’s purpose, or what the ending might be, 

mind only to treasure how thankful we be. 
For thanks is a major chord of our friends C thru B, 

it precedes all other notes and so it should be. 
Thanks holds the happy notes like peace, love and glee, 

and it hangs up the flat ones on life’s leafy tree. 
So I give thanks for all you notes I now see, 

thanks for the good things that happen to me. 



Vol 2016 (#6) – pg. 7 
 

 

   

 

RENOVATIONS OF KAYAMANDI  
MEETING PLACE 

by Malibongwe Gwele  

We moved into the shack we are currently using in 2005, and until 2013 the owner allowed us to use it 
free of charge. We also used to share the space with another local church. They would make use of the 
space during the week and over weekends we would use it. We secured the space in 2013 when the 
owner permanently left for the Eastern Cape. Before 2013, when we only had partial use of the space, we 
depended on families to ensure that we could have our meetings and that our associations could 
continue with their fellowship, especially youth fellowship and IYZA who has their meetings during the 
week. 

We are grateful to Elder Ndudula whose house is still used as a vestry every Sunday before the service. 
We are indebted to Elder Doda whose house is still being used as meeting place, especially during winter 
because the cold in the shack is unbearable. Her house provides a homely, intimate environment where 
elders sit together at the table just like Jesus did with his disciples and deliberate on matters pertaining to 
our ministry in Kayamandi. Her house has witnessed robust engagement from elders and pertinent 
decisions/proposals made by Kayamandi elders to be tabled in the council meeting for decisions. We are 
also thankful to Elder Bixa who, apart from housing food parcels every month, graciously allows us to use 
his home as an alternative venue for our meeting. 

The shack has been deteriorating over years and it is in a bad state. We had to survive very hot summers 
and very cold winters and we could not contend with roof leaks and water flowing from the floor. We 
have now decided to renovate the shack and the finance committee of the church has graciously 
approved the budget for this despite all constraints. This has brought joy and hope for the community as 
there were concerns about the state of the shack. One congregant said that we have to do something 
about this place as it is not therapeutic and may discourage people from coming. While the budget has 
been approved to renovate, there is more likely to be more financial needs as we begin to imagine a new 
building with new chairs, heaters and ferns.  

However, this is still a temporary structure as it is on an un-serviced piece of land. The land is 7 m² and 
there is little that one can do as there is not enough space around. We are looking for land to build 
something permanent as the current space cannot accommodate all our activities. Over the years we 
have had to rely on other churches like URC, commonly known as Dutch Reformed in Kayamandi, United 
Methodist Church, Methodist Church and Presbyterian Church of Africa. In some instances we have had 
to use community halls in Kayamandi and the primary school for services that draw a lot of people such 
as Easter, memorial services, farewell services, presbytery activities for various associations, etc. We will 
need more financial resources to realise the dream of a church building in Kayamandi that will meet the 
needs and aspirations of our members and the community at large. People yearn for a place they could 
collectively own where their lives will be connected until death. 

Renovations will commence on 3 September with the demolishing of the existing structure, followed by 
the erection of a new wooden structure. We hope to conclude renovations on 16 September. We are very 
grateful for the support of the church council led by Rev. Robinson, the finance and admin committee 
and whoever has been praying and supporting this initiative. As we work hard to secure land to build a 
permanent centre, more support is needed. 

 



Vol 2016 (#6) – pg. 8 
 

 

   

 

LETTER FROM ABROAD  
 

by Ursula Reader 

“Parochialism is universal … it deals with the fundamentals” 

I wrote this down back in November of last year and left it to ferment. Now I can’t remember where 
I read it. But when Karin asked me to write something for the newsletter which might reflect a 
European perspective of God’s presence in South Africa I was initially perplexed as to what I would 
have to offer. Only on rereading the words above did I realise that my uncertainty stemmed in part 
from the human tendency to focus on the immediate environment – the parish of the word 
“parochial”.  

Where to look?  

When we pray together our first focus is invariably on our children and the trials and tribulations 
(and wonders!) of their lives. Given that two of them (and a daughter-in-law) are in South Africa and 
only one in Europe (UK), this keeps our connectivity to South Africa very much alive and kicking. So 
we followed the local elections with great interest and engaged in some reflective discussions, 
particularly with our Jo’burg-based son, who is so positive about what is happening in the 
metropole.  

But our children are not our only point of contact with South Africa. You are too. I feel drawn into 
the monthly newsletters and am able to participate in the life of the congregation remotely. More 
immediately, I correspond with several close friends in Stellenbosch and, therefore, carry with me the 
joys and burdens of their lives, not just those which stem from family circumstances, but also those 
which arise in the community of the workplace. Equally, however, I am, what I have been since I 
married Howard, a person torn between different places 
and different cultural milieus, with a heart half in Scotland, 
half in Stellenbosch, yet now present and involved in a small 
village in Vorarlberg. 

When we are challenged to love our neighbour, it can be 
daunting to know where to begin and where to draw the 
boundaries. If there is an answer to this paradox it lies in the 
web of relationships in which each individual finds herself. 
Sometimes these connections are given to us without our 
choosing; at other times we choose or feel drawn to a 
person or community or cause. There is an essential 
parochialism, but of a positive variety, a narrowness that 
reflects our human limitations. Each of us loves and cares 
for the world in a unique way and together our prayers 
form a kaleidoscope of colour. 
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MORE ABOUT L’ABRI DE DIEU 
 

by Jane Plantinga 

Each year we choose a different charity to 
give our collected glass bottle coins. Last 
year it was L’abri de Dieu (God’s shelter) 
Safe House in Stellenbosch, suggested by 
Laura du Toit. 

This is a place of refuge for abused women and children, including trafficked victims and pregnant 
women in crisis. It is the only registered shelter in the Western Cape for trafficked individuals. 

I visited there recently and arrived in the middle of a rather frantic telephone call to the police to 
please go to a certain house to break open a locked door to release a woman who had been 
deliberately locked in. She had managed to unlock one of the doors, but couldn’t manage the 
second door without help. And there was only 90 minutes to get this done in. 

Currently this Safe House is housing six adults and four children. They have plans passed to make it 
larger to be able to accommodate more people. A structural engineer is needed to sign the last part 
of the plan. Anyone out there? Any help is appreciated, from volunteering time to sharing your 
talents and skills. Knitting as a skill is most successful both in terms of productivity and therapy. 
Should you be able to do carpentry or electrical work, all the materials will be bought if an individual 
is prepared to do pro bono work in return for an 18A tax certificate. Currently Avontuur is one of 
their sponsors (funds) as is Spar (food donations) and Stelkor (prescription advice and help). 

Outings, for coffee or for a walk, are also much appreciated. Not to mention a trip to Animal Welfare 
to walk their dogs! The lifestyle at the shelter is fairly structured, not unlike boarding school. No cell 
phones are permitted and there are chores to be done. It’s my guess that residents at times must 
find it pretty lonely, so any and all stimulation is vastly appreciated. 

Our Care Coins last December went towards giving all the residents and children a proper 
Christmas. This is a difficult time of year for the folk as they miss their families. The staff being able 
to make it a real celebration was very helpful. The children even got toys as gifts! 

The safe house was started in 2008 by Linda Gerber, the Stellenbosch court state prosecutor. It has a 
manager, PA, house mother, cook, social worker and adult educator on staff. Recently it was 
acknowledged as one of the three best shelters in the country. 

Please visit their website at www.safehousestellenbosch.co.za to learn more about them. 

I just learned that the locked-in woman managed to run away when her “jailor” unwittingly left the 
door unlocked. As I write this, she is at the safe house, eating Spar-donated food, as she hasn’t 
eaten in days. I also learned that today two people had to be turned away due to lack of space. 
Hence the need for six more rooms to be built. 

This year our Care Coins are being collected for Animal Welfare, specifically for sterilization of 
animals in the townships. Please collect jars from Audrey. 

http://www.safehousestellenbosch.co.za/
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FEEDBACK 
 

 

 
Fun and games were had at De Meye as our able quizmaster, 
Brian Shepherd, endeavoured to control the noisy 
contestants at our annual potjiekos and quiz evening on 
Friday 19 August. 
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NEWS FLASHES 
 

Congratulations to the three new elders who were inducted on Sunday 24 July. Thank you for being 
prepared to serve the community and lead our congregation! They are:  

 

NOLITHA TSHEFU 

Nolitha Virginia Tshefu is married to Masakhane Tshefu. They 
got married in 2002. They are blessed with two boys (Somila 
and Siphesonke). The firstborn is 16 years old and in grade 9 
at Kayamandi High School and the lastborn is 10 years old 
and in grade 3 at Ikaya Primary School. 

Nolitha was born in Engcobo in the Eastern Cape and her 
husband is from a village called Viedgesville near Umthatha. 
She is one of six children. She moved to Cape Town in 1999 
to stay with her husband and is currently working at the 
Mountain Breeze Resort. Before this she worked at Spur for 
seven years.   

Nolitha became a member of Stellenbosch United Church in 
2005. In 2006 she became a member of the UPWF (Uniting 
Presbyterian Women’s Fellowship). She has been serving on 

the committee of this women’s fellowship since 2012. She has also served as the social responsibility 
coordinator (SRC) and she is now serving as a treasurer.   

Nolitha was elected as a deacon in 2014 and served under the guardianship of Jongikhaya 
Mpongoshe as an elder. After Jongikhaya moved to Johannesburg, Nolitha was nominated and later 
ordained as an elder to take over the responsibilities left by Jongikhaya, which include visiting 
congregants, attending to their needs, bringing to the attention of the council their pastoral needs 
and ensuring that communication and information reach all of them.  

Nolitha is a mature woman and a responsible adult who has dedicated her life to serving others. It is 
for these reasons that she was nominated to serve the congregation as an elder – an honour she 
hesitantly accepted. We are grateful to have her as an elder as she brings a unique, soft yet firm, 
fresh voice and perspective to our meetings. We are especially excited to have her as elder, because 
in the context of the recent past she would have been considered too young and, as a woman, 
unsuitable for the role of elder, despite her demonstrating a mature faith. 
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MONTé MARITZ 

Monté, besides being born in Bloemfontein, has spent most of his 
life in the Stellenbosch/Somerset West area. In fact, his father still 
lives in the same Somerset West house Monté grew up in. Monté 
attended Paul Roos and then went on to study a B.Com at 
Stellenbosch University. He later furthered his studies in the form 
of a MBA at Stellenbosch Business School. 

Monté works for a UK-based company called Oliver Wight who 
offers education, coaching and mentorship to companies locally 
and internationally – a job that takes him to many interesting 
countries. 

Monté is married to Jodie and has two daughters, Amélie (12) and 
Lara (9), who are currently in Rhenish Primary School. Monté loves 
spending time with his daughters and gets immense pleasure from exploring “Mod Tech” with them. 

 

 

RONEL RETIEF  

Congratulations also to Ronel Retief on her 
induction as elder on Sunday 24 July. Ronel is 
married to Niel Retief (currently in charge of 
maintenance at Stellenbosch United Church, 
while also serving as an elder and 
departmental head at Stellenbosch High 
School). They and their two sons, Daniel and 
Jean, live in Onderpapegaaiberg while 
widowed Mom, Makkie van der Merwe, lives in 
their cottage. Like most families, their free time 
is spent together reading, cooking and 
watching movies. On special long weekends 
they head off to their cottage in Pringle Bay. 
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RIO 2016 

Zanele and Roxy were part of the Western 
Cape contingent of the South African 
Paralympic team that enjoyed a wonderful 
sendoff from Cape Town International 
Airport on 30 August. In recognition of 
her participation in a 5th Paralympic 
Games, Zanele will be the team’s flag-bearer at the Rio opening ceremony; Roxy’s participation in 
her 3rd Paralympic Games is an achievement equaled by only one other South African cyclist.  

Zanele competes on 13 September (Javelin) and 17 September (Discus); Roxy competes on 8 
September (3000m velodrome pursuit), 10 September (500m velodrome time trial) and 14 
September (road time trial).  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

- The prayer group meets in the church every Friday from 11h30–12h00.  

- Crafts for Christ meets every second Thursday of the month from 10h00–12h00 in the 
church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).  

3-11 Sept University of Stellenbosch mid-term recess 

Sun 4 Sept  Confirmation Service 

Sat 24 Sept Heritage Day 

Fri 30 Sept Schools close 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.za/about-sa/public-holidays#heritage
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