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I cannot imagine why Karin was so concerned that 
there was too little material for our newsletter this 
month. After all, I imagined it would be cover to 
cover photos of my new grandchild, Emelia 
Elizabeth (yes, Tony, I do know her name). Ah well, 
there is darem a photo or three. 

Then of course there is the axis around which our 
newsletter revolves, Tony’s message to the 
congregation. This month, he reflects on the family 
Robinson’s six-month domicile in Stellenbosch. He 
says that it is starting to feel like home and, while I 
have only one new name to remember, he is 
trying to connect the name and face of each 
member of the congregation! To this end, he is 
trying to fit in a visit to all members; why don’t we 
help him out a bit and invite him round first? (And 
maybe we can have a quiz night in a few months’ 
time – Tony versus the congregation in The Name 
Game!) 

Tony further reflects that the council has had a 
busy year on their voyages of discovery and have 

prioritised certain aspects of ministry for next year 
in order to broaden the ministry at Stellenbosch 
United. 

The feedback from the Mad Hatter’s tea party 
comes in the form of some photos of the very 
creative headgear worn by the partygoers. Is that 
Charl doing the balancing act under all of those 
hats?  

So nice to note the congregation’s generous 
support, in the form of writing materials, 
calculators, etc., that was provided to Kayamandi 
learners currently writing matric.  

We have some very exciting newsflashes. Firstly, of 
course, there is news of baby Emelia and then we 
have the family Hobson in action. Young Andrew 
Hobson, (son of Bob and Karin) is an extremely 
talented young hockey player who not only 
captained the SA schools hockey team, but was 
also nominated as their player of the year. In 
addition he played for the SA under-21 team. 
Wow!  
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Not to be outdone, Lizl Hobson (aangetroude 
familie – Bob and Stephen are cousins) jetted off 
to Hawaii last month, not to surf, but to take part 
in the XTERRA Off-Road Triathlon World 
Championship. By the looks of the photos, it may 
have involved some mud wrestling, but Lizl 
excelled and had a lot of fun to boot. 

All this excitement is followed by some useful tips 
on how to get involved in the life of the 
community. 

We end, as usual, with scenes of forthcoming 
attractions, including the golf day, which is just 
around the corner. I also see that there are plans 
afoot to host a bazaar again next year.  

God bless. 

Jane v Wilgen 
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MESSAGE FROM TONY 
Dear United Church family, 

By the time you read this, the Robinsons will 
have been living in Stellenbosch for six months. 
But already it feels like home. Our home (the 
manse) is lovely and it lives so well. The boys 
love the Barnyard school and Helena says that 
the drive to work is not unpleasant, mainly 
because she travels outside of traffic times. One 
of the great things is that I’ve begun to know 
the names of many of the congregation 
members and I’ve spent some time with many 
more (my memory is against me). 

Since this month is thanksgiving month, I 
thought that I’d spend a little time talking about 
what I am thankful for. It’s not difficult to think 
of things, because the last year has been a year 
of blessings. Saying goodbye to Bellville 
Presbyterian Church was surreal. This was mainly 
because we’d been members there for 15 years. 
Saying goodbye to people we loved so dearly 
was hard to do, but a bit odd, since we were 

only moving down the road, or up, depending 
on how you see it. 

The bittersweet move from one part of the 
vineyard to another (there actually are vineyards 
in Bellville!) was made much easier because of 
Stan and Elaine Ridge. Of course meeting two 
people with such a history of service both in the 
church and in education was daunting, 
especially for someone who had never made 
teachers’ lives easy. But the love and kindness 
they have shown us has reminded us again and 
again that this is all about Jesus. 

When I first met our Audrey, she seemed too 
soft to keep the church office in a city. Well, I’ve 
learned that Audrey can hold her own with the 
best, but she does it kindly. What a gift to have 
someone who knows the congregation so well 
and cares pastorally for people so well on the 
phone that she seldom has to transfer people to 
the minister. Possibly Audrey’s greatest gift is 
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that she is a mine of information on the families 
of our congregation. She is the secret to me 
learning the names I have. Thank you all for 
your patience and for not being offended when 
I call you Bob and June when you’re actually 
Peter and Stacy! 

This year has been a voyage of discovery for us 
in council, and a little “sailing west to go east” 
has led us to exciting places. This group of 
people I work with are such a gift from God. So 
for the next year, we have set some projects and 
priorities to do what we believe is following 
Jesus and broadening the ministry of 
Stellenbosch United. Firstly, the projects look like 
this: 

• Elders’ districts: 
We’ve undertaken to sort out the elders’ 
districts. By the end of November we’d like to 
announce to you that you have an elder, who it 
is, and how to contact them. We’d like you to 
call your elder and not wait for them to call you, 
although they will. Invite them over if that works 
for you and get to know them. They are your 
first stop for pastoral care. 

• Bring our children back to church: 
We have decided to launch a one-year project 
to look at the way our church ministers to the 
younger people in our community. Up to now 
we’ve not had an elder to look after the 
teenagers, students or young families. So we’ve 
decided to use a large donation given for the 
purpose, and put some other money towards 
hiring an expert for a year. The idea would be 
that by the end of 2017 we would know where 
we are going with this and that we would have 
lay leaders trained to improve our ministry to 
the 0- to 35-year-olds. At the moment we have 
somebody in mind, but please pray for wisdom 
for council for the road ahead. And please don’t 
worry, all of council are in the 36+ age group 
and we will not leave us out. 

• Community centre for Kayamandi: 
As you know, we have a vibrant ministry in 
Kayamandi which meets in a “shack”. Actually, 

it’s a rather smart Wendy house now. The city 
council has released a tender to develop a piece 
of land in the new and formal part of Kayamandi 
for worship purposes. We would love to win this 
tender and erect a formal multi-purpose 
building which will express our passion for 
education and community development. The 
project is still on the drawing board, literally, but 
please commit this to prayer. If you have any 
fundraising experience, then we’d love to hear 
from you. 

The two priorities are: 

• Come on over to our place: 
Council has identified a need to create non-
threatening spaces for our members of the two 
“campuses” in town and in Kayamandi to get to 
know one another. So we plan to launch some 
events to give us opportunities to discover one 
another. Watch the notices for details. 

• Intellectual leadership: 
Council has recognised a need to give the 
experts in our community the opportunity to 
speak to us and inform us on the issues at stake 
in current events in our country. We also see the 
need to have the church speak into these 
debates. Please speak to us if you have 
something to contribute or a particular issue 
about which you are passionate. 

I hope these projects and priorities resound with 
you and that you can get excited about them. 

One last thing: I’ve been trying to visit as many 
members as possible each week, but it is going 
slowly. So what I would love is that you don’t 
wait for me to call you. Simply give me a call 
(my cell no. is 082 455 8281) or call the office 
because Audrey keeps my diary. I’d love to chat 
over a cup of coffee (or beverage of your choice 
).  

May God bless you and your family as you head 
into the last lap of 2016. 

Love 

Tony 
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FEEDBACK  

…From the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On 6 October we had our first Mad Hatter’s tea party. All 
our elderly congregation members and anyone else who 
felt like a fun morning were invited. We had tea and cake, 
as well as great prizes and gift packs. We had such fun 
and lots of very positive feedback. If you missed out, 
remember it'll be an annual event.  

June Tocknell 

HATS,  

HATS,  

HATS  

and POTS ... of tea!  
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    … From the Outreach Ministry 
At a September meeting, Mr Mzwabantu Bixa leader of the Outreach Group, raised the matter of the 
Kyamandi congregation’s upcoming prayer service to target learners about to write important 
examinations. It was the Deacons’ desire to provide each learner with writing and exam materials to 
ensure each was adequately equipped. 

It was felt that the Van Riebeeck Street congregation would want to support this initiative and that 
an appeal should be made to them for donations of pencils, erasers, pens, rulers and electronic and 
scientific calculators. The prayer service was planned for Sunday 16 October; the two Sundays prior 
to this, a donation box was placed in the church foyer. A considerable amount of new writing 
material and equipment was donated. Together with significant cash donations, this was given to 
Mr Bixa on 11 October. 

The Outreach Group is most grateful to all who contributed (the total value of donations exceeded 
R3 500). Mr Bixa expressed his deep gratitude to all who contributed so generously. 

We wish all learners God’s guidance and comfort during the upcoming exams. 

This initiative is ongoing and the request for more donations still stands (scientific calculators, writing 
equipment, etc.)  

Harry Calver: The Outreach Group. 

 

NEWSFLASHES  
 

 
 

Nicola and Dolf Bredenkamp’s daughter was 
born early in October. Baby Emelia was 
enthusiastically welcomed by her brother David. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Another wee one in  
our midst 
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Young Andrew Hobson (son of Bob and Karin) 
is an extremely talented young hockey player 
who not only captained the SA schools hockey 
team but was also nominated as schools 
player of the year. In addition he was chosen 
for the SA under-21 
team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lizl Hobson, a member of our congregation, had the 
honour of representing South Africa at the XTERRA 
Off-Road Triathlon World Championship in Maui, 
Hawaii on Sunday 23 October 2016. Four fellow off-
road triathletes from Stellenbosch participated, 
together with more than 800 athletes from 45 different 
countries. 

The world’s premier off-road triathlon combines a 1.5-
kilometre (1-mile) rough seawater swim, a 32-kilometre 
(20-mile) mountain bike and a 10.5-kilometre (6.5-mile) 
trail run - best described as a tropical rollercoaster ride 
through pineapple fields and forests. 

It’s already being talked about as perhaps the toughest XTERRA World Championship 
race in the 21-year history of the sport. The big swells in the swim, and muddy bike 
course resulted in the winning elite men’s time being the slowest in event history. The 
wet clayey mud clung to the tyres and eventually got into all the working parts of the 
bicycles. 

Lizl secured a seventh place in the 50 – 54 age group 
category. “I am so grateful for my health and the 
opportunity and privilege to have participated. I am very 
happy with my performance,” she said. “Particularly 
encouraging to me, were the lady athletes much older 
than me who did so well. I came back refreshed and 
inspired to work on both my spiritual and physical 
fitness.”  

Andrew Hobson: Hockey player of note 

Photo: Thys Lombard Photo: Kent Locke 

Lizl Hobson: Seventh in XTERRA in Hawaii 
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EASY WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN 
THE LIFE OF OUR COMMUNITY 

Flowers  
We really need volunteers to join the faithful group of 
persons who arrange flowers for our services. Please 
volunteer your talents. Please phone Audrey at  

021 887 0495.  

 

Creche duty 
We are in urgent need of volunteers for 
creche duty. Currently there are only six active 
helpers, with two being involved with Sunday 
school planning. This is a way in which we can 
encourage young parents to enjoy fellowship, 
knowing precious little folk are being cared 
for. Contact Ronel Retief, Christine D’Yvoy or 
Audrey Falconer if you can help. Thank you to 
our two new helpers, Kirsten and Adrienne. 

 

Clothes 
Urgently looking for clothing to fit two little 
girls of 7 and 8 years and boys of 3 and 
6 years. Please bring to the office.  

Don’t forget to bring clothing and household 
goods for our Love to Give project. 

 

Kayamandi Trauma Centre  
We are supplying the people at the centre 
with boiled eggs. Donations towards buying 
the eggs would be very welcome. Contact 
Carol on 021 887 1781 or 073 534 3738 or 
at crlchase@gmail.com, or leave your 
donation with Audrey. We are also collecting 
walking shoes, please. 

 

Care Coins 
Please help yourself to a Care Coin bottle 
from the table at the church entrance. This 
year we are collecting for Animal Welfare, 
specifically for sterilisation of animals in the 
townships. To date R1 042 has been collected. 

 

Books  
Thank you for your continued support and 
supplying wonderful books. Audrey has 
recently received a large amount of books 
that are available for sale right now at the 
bargain price of R10 each. We have sold 
books to the value of R4 650 this year. CDs 
are available too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:crlchase@gmail.com
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NOTICES  

United Church golf day  
 

The very popular annual golf day is on 17 November at the 
Devonvale Golf Club. The field is all booked up. 

To make the day as enjoyable as possible for the players 
(who give generously toward the raffle, auction and other 
fun events), we are calling on members of the congregation 
who do not play golf to assist us to reach our target of 
more than R100 000 this year.  

Last year we exceeded this amount due to the 
generosity of the players, church members and local 
businesses. The proceeds assist us to achieve our 
budget and, thereby, implement the important things 
Jesus encourages us to do.  

To assist us, we require any of the following: 

• Prizes for a team of four (must be four of the same items) 

• Raffle prizes 

• Auction prizes (for example paintings, magnum bottles of wine, etc.) 

• Cash donations 

• Businesses can sponsor a hole 

 

 

Newsflash: Brand new old news  
We are having a bazaar again!!!!  
On 4 March 2017 we will be having a bazaar in our church hall. As 
always there will be many opportunities to help. 

We need volunteers to make this a fun-filled, successful 
community event. So members, please put on your thinking caps 
and let us know of your ideas and where you would like to be 
involved on the day. You can contribute in a big way to make this 
bazaar a wonderful event for our congregation. 

 

 

 

Please contact Brian Shepherd on 082 522 3495  
or the church office should you wish to donate. 

Please contact Claire de Munck at clairedm@iafrica.com or 
 Audrey Falconer at the church office. 

mailto:clairedm@iafrica.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

- The prayer group meets in the church every Friday from 11h30 – 12h00.  

- Crafts for Christ meet every second Thursday of the month from 10h00 – 12h00 in the church 
hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).  

Sun 6 Nov Kayamandi annual thanksgiving and fundraising service   

Wed 9 Nov Day of prayer: Bring our children back to church  

Tony will spend the day (from 07h30 – 18h00) in the church to 
pray with you. So if you have five or ten minutes during the 
day to come to the church, simply come in, sit down, and he 
will do his best to pray with everyone who comes. Feel free to 
stay for as long as you like. We will have prayer brochures 
that can assist you in prayer on the current issues facing the 
young families of the Stellenbosch community. From 17h00 – 
18h00, Tony will lead a prayer meeting on the current issues 
facing the youth of South Africa and the world. 

Thu 10 Nov Crafts for Christ meeting in church hall 

Thu 17 Nov Golf day at Devonvale Golf Club 

Sun 27 Nov First Sunday of Advent 

Thanksgiving service – Van Riebeeck Street  
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