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Tony’s letter to us is, as usual very 
informative, as he guides us through the 
histories of the Harvest Festival and other 
important festivals in the Jewish and 
Christian calendars. His letter is so jam-
packed with information that I would 
almost encourage you to print it out and 
put it up somewhere as a reference. At the 
end he gives us list of to-do things to 
consider as we prepare spiritually for the 
Harvest Festival. 

Stan has done a sterling job of profiling 
one of our most longstanding church 
members, Andy Anderson, who passed 
away recently. He sketches the life of a 
remarkable man called Robert Hilton 
Anderson. We learn of his early childhood 
in Natal, his involvement in the Second 
World War and his studies at Stellenbosch 
University, which ultimately led to him 
becoming a world expert on bees. Through 

all this, the commitment to a loved and 
loving family shines through. 

Another heart-warming story follows, 
though the beginnings were not as 
auspicious. Ulrike Reuter refreshingly 
entitled her article “A happy graduate”. It 
is the story of Elvin Hendricks, who grew 
up in impoverished and neglected 
circumstances, yet nevertheless managed 
to rise above it all to follow his dream of 
becoming a teacher. He was helped along 
the way by those who recognised his 
passion and determination to succeed. 
Elvin was a beneficiary of the STUCET 
programme and Ulrike was assigned as his 
mentor. She tells his story. It is a humbling 
one for those of us who perhaps take our 
easy access to good education and loving 
care for granted. 

STUCET is a bit of a mouthful. It stands for 
Stellenbosch United Church Education 
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Trust. So to assist us ignoramuses, Jane 
Plantinga and Elaine Ridge have written 
an article to explain how it all works. 

In case none of you are aware of it, in less 
than a month, 4 March to be exact, our 
(hopefully annual) church bazaar will take 
place. If you haven’t done so already, see 
where you can sign up to be part of it. 
Provided Charl has taken his medications, I 
think it is going to be a rip-roaring affair! 

Finally, don’t forget to scroll down to ways 
to get involved in the church community, 
and also check out our forthcoming events. 

See you on 4 MARCH! 

Jane v Wilgen 
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MESSAGE FROM TONY 
Dear all 

We in the Southern Hemisphere enjoy 
seasons 180 degrees out of phase with our 
Northern counterparts, which is obvious, but 
is seldom in the front of our minds when 
reading the Scriptures. We plan to celebrate 
our harvest, which has been underway in 
Stellenbosch for several weeks already, on 
26 March, with a celebration service with us 
all bringing gifts and offerings. We’ll have a 
colourful display of produce in the church 
that day and all that we receive will be given 
away to those who feed the hungry. 

The biblical harvest festival was the festival 
of Sukkot or “Booths”. In English it’s also 
called the Feast of the Tabernacles. But it’s 
celebrated in October, obviously. The 
Autumn Festival follows the festival of Rosh 
Hashanah or “New Year”, and the Yom 
Kippur or “Day of Atonement”. New Year, for 
Jesus’s compatriots, was a time of 
reconciliation. It was a time to restore 
relationships wherever they had been 
broken, asking for and granting forgiveness. 

That was in early autumn, while Yom Kippur, 
celebrated later in September, was a time of 
fasting and contrition for wrongs of the past. 

In the time of the Temple in Jerusalem, Yom 
Kippur was considered the holiest day in the 
year. It was the day on which the holiest 
man (the high priest) of the holiest tribe (the 
Levites) of the holiest nation (Israel) entered 
the holiest place (the holy of holies) in the 
holiest city (Jerusalem). He took the holiest 
thing (blood of an unblemished lamb) to 
sprinkle on the holiest spot (the mercy seat 
of God) and to utter the holiest word in the 
holiest book of the holiest language in all 
the world, the NAME of GOD. All of this 
holiness was about atoning for the sin of 
Israel. 

Hot on the heels of Yom Kippur, was the 
feast of Sukkot. This feast presented the 
opportunity to complete the work of 
reconciliation, and to look back at one of the 
formative events in Israel’s history. Families 
(still today) go into the backyard and build a 
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shelter large enough for the whole family to 
sit for a meal. In Jesus’s day the whole family 
would have lived in the shelter for the 
duration of the feast, while nowadays, 
orthodox Jews would eat their meals in the 
shelter but only when the weather is fine. 

The roof of the shelter was made of leaves 
or palm fronds, which were packed so that 
at least some of the sky was visible. This was 
to remind people of the time spent in the 
wilderness as nomads. This festival was one 
in which the giving of the Torah was 
commemorated with readings and prayers, 
followed by a celebration of the giving of 
the Torah. It was at this point that Jesus said, 
“My teaching is not mine but his who sent 
me” (John 7:16). Moses received the Torah 
(literal translation is “teaching”) on Sinai. 

During this festival great lights were set up 
in the Temple precinct to give light to the 
whole of Jerusalem, symbolising the light of 
the Torah and the pillar of fire in the 
wilderness. It was then that Jesus stood and 
said, “I am the light of the world” (John 7:37). 

Also during this festival, two processions 
would have left from the gates of Jerusalem, 
one to the river and one to the valley. The 
valley party would have returned with 
wagons laden with leaves and produce, 
followed by the people carrying and waving 
branches. The other party returned with a 
priest carrying a single pitcher of water. They 
returned to the temple where, on the west 
side, the priest poured the water into the 
ground, symbolically starting the river of 
Ezekiel 47. It was on this last day of the feast 
that Jesus stood up and said, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, and let the one 
who believes in me drink. As the scripture 
has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall 
flow rivers of living water’” (John 7:37-38). 

As we approach Harvest Festival this year, try 
to find a point in your spiritual journey to 

remember. Maybe you could do some of the 
following: 

1. Reflect on your baptism or confirmation 
(dig out the certificates if you can find 
them) and remind yourself of the vows 
you took. 

2. Find somewhere to sit under the stars 
and give thanks for this remarkable 
creation. 

3. Have a meal with some people you’ve 
not seen for a long time. 

4. Light a candle at home and give thanks 
for all of those who have helped lead 
you in your journey of faith. 

5. Have a night-time meal outside with 
your family giving thanks for the light 
Jesus has brought into your lives. 

6. Buy some bottles of water and give 
them away to people you meet who are 
thirsty. 

7. Decide to read some Scripture. The 
Gospel of John is a beautiful place to 
start. 

8. Decide to pray the Lord’s Prayer once a 
day, every day for a week. 

9. And then use the opportunity to 
reconcile with a person from whom 
you’ve become estranged. 

I pray that this harvest time will be a time of 
great fruit in your life and that you’ll find 
ways of celebrating the beauty of the Word 
of God, the people who have brought the 
light of Christ into your life and the 
refreshing streams of water that have 
refreshed you in your walk with Jesus. 

Join us for a harvest celebration on 
26 March. 

Blessed harvest to all 

Love 

Tony  
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PROFILE OF ROBERT HILTON 
(ANDY) ANDERSON  

Stanley Ridge 

With the passing of Andy Anderson (91), Stellenbosch United Church has lost a member of more 
than 50 years standing. In fact, Andy probably attended the Stellenbosch Presbyterian Church as 
a student 70 years ago. 

Andy was the son of a schoolmaster in Natal, where teachers did not have permanent postings, 
but were moved around by the Education Department. I know he lived in Durban, 
Pietermaritzburg and Estcourt in his school days and made many friends. His high school years at 
Maritzburg College made the largest impression on him and Andy was wearing his Old 
Collegian’s blazer on the day he died. He lived most of his life in Stellenbosch, but honoured his 
Natal roots. 

Andy went straight from school to serve in the artillery in the Second World War. With that 
profoundly formative and disruptive experience behind him, he came to Stellenbosch to study. 
And what a good job he made of it! With his agriculture degrees, he won a scholarship to take his 
PhD at Cornell University in the USA. Our Andy Anderson became one of the world’s leading 
experts on bees, regularly adding to the store of knowledge on these vital insects. Currently, the 
world faces a shortage of bees to pollinate the crops, and even this week a new virus disease was 
reported, reducing the number of swarms even further. We can hope that there are others with 
Andy’s insight, passion and patience to help the world find ways of supporting this vital partner in 
keeping the planet green and its occupants fed.  

Andy and his delightful wife, Joyce, invited Elaine and me to their home early on in our time in 
Stellenbosch: Joyce lively and hospitable, Andy always quietly himself. Some years on, when he 
invited our six-year-old son to come and see his model trains, we recognised the exquisite boyish 
and scientific pleasure he took in his hobby, inventing sophisticated new equipment as he went. 
Andy’s love for Joyce was patent. They richly enjoyed one another’s company and took deep 
pleasure in their children, Shannin and Glenn, and their grandchildren.  

After Joyce’s death, and with Shannin and Glenn following their careers, Andy enjoyed the 
company of friends, and particularly of Elsabe le Roux. They spent such happy times together 
right to the end.  

We rejoice with Shannin, Glenn and Elsabe in the memory of a wonderful man.  
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A HAPPY GRADUATE: ELVIN HENDRICKS  
Ulrike Reuter 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Elvin 
Hendricks on receiving his Bachelor of 
Education degree on 6 December 2016 from 
Stellenbosch University (US). 

Elvin was a student at the US and one of our 
very own STUCET (Stellenbosch United Church 
Education Trust) bursary recipients. 

He began his journey as a Matie in 2012 in the 
SciMathUS programme, a second-opportunity 
university preparation programme, in the 
science and maths stream with the dream of 
becoming a teacher. 

In 2013 he began his BEd degree and it was in 
this year that I became his mentor through the 
STUCET mentorship programme.  

Elvin was born and raised in Cloetesville, as the 
youngest of three boys. He never knew his 
father and grew up in very difficult 
circumstances of emotional and physical 
neglect and in an environment where drug and 
alcohol abuse was prevalent. 

Elvin, who attended Cloetesville Primary school, was determined to not go down the same path. A 
dear family friend so very well known to us here at Stellenbosch United Church, Wilhelmina 
October, took it upon herself to see that he was woken in the mornings in time for school and 
had something to eat.  

In high school Elvin moved to Heideveld High where he lived with a kind family and completed 
his last three years of school. It was here where he had wonderful teachers as role models and 
realised that he too could one day go to university and become someone who could make a 
difference in the lives of others. 

He was accepted into the SciMathUS programme and, under David Hunter’s caring support and 
guidance, was introduced to the mentorship and bursary opportunity of STUCET to start his 
studies in teaching. 

It has been such a privilege and rewarding journey of four years for me. He has managed to rise 
above great odds and follow his dream of becoming a teacher. Even though the road was tough 
and many lessons learnt (or not learnt) along the way, he can look back at his time at 
Stellenbosch as being good.  

In his own reflection at our last meeting he said that he had been given so many opportunities 
here at US for which he is grateful, and he feels he has made the most of them.  

Elvin Hendricks and Ulrike Reuter at graduation. 

Photo credit:  Cape Argus, 9 December 2016 
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What we saw were four years of hard work, perseverance and dedication to his studies, his 
community and other areas of outreach. There were many applications for holiday jobs and 
holiday res (as he had no parent home to go to); many hours of essay writing and assignments, 
along with sweat and tears in subjects not always enjoyable but compulsory; many weekends of 
tutoring high school learners in Kayamandi or working for Rachel’s Angels; and many hours of 
agonising lessons in skills like budgeting, effective communication, planning and time 
management. Elvin also learnt about commitment and to stick it out when things are not as he 
would like them to be. In his role as primarius in his final year at Lobelia residence, he also learnt 
to work in a team and acquired excellent leadership skills. 

We saw the growth of a young man who passed every year without a rewrite and whose 
confidence grew as he practised teaching in real school settings and became ready to go out and 
follow his dream. 

We are proud of Elvin for successfully finding his first post as a maths teacher at Port Nolloth 
High School in the Northern Cape. We wish him well and God's blessing and guidance as he goes 
out to make a difference in young lives. May he encourage and inspire his students and instil a 
curiosity for learning within them.   

On Elvin’s behalf, I would like to thank the donors most graciously for their financial support. 
Without your generosity STUCET could not have offered Elvin the extra financial support he 
needed. And a big thank you to my fellow trustees for all the support and wisdom given along 
this journey. 
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THE SUCCESS STORY THAT IS STUCET  

Jane Plantinga and Elaine Ridge 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you know about the Stellenbosch United Church Education Trust. It was presciently 
founded in 2005 in response to the urgency to reach out to promising young people in the 
greater community without the means to study further. (The congregation does have an 
Education Fund which can be used to help scholars and students in the Congregation.)  

What you might not be aware of is the number of talented youngsters who have benefited from 
it. These include a doctor; a cost accountant; a teacher environmentalist, and an electronic 
engineer. All of them are gainfully employed in different parts of the country. And we have just 
heard that a STUCET-supported civil engineering student, who has benefited from careful 
mentoring by Kim Jenkins and Jan Wium, has just passed the ‘Dean’s exam’ and will graduate in 
March! In the next article, you will read the remarkable story of Elvin Hendricks who was 
mentored by Ulrike Reuter. He began his teaching career earlier this year. This has been a 
particularly thrilling time for the STUCET Trustees when you consider the words of the STUCET 
Logo “Mentoring future leaders from challenging backgrounds” 

Students who are chosen for support either have insufficient or no funds. Family support or 
nurturing is often fractured, if there at all. 

As Elaine so aptly wrote in the Sunday Jan 29 leaflet ‘Recognizing the greatness of God and his 
love for us is the basis of us stepping out in faith, building community and tackling the challenges 
of the world.’ 

That vision means that STUCET support is holistic. Financial aid is only one facet; ongoing 
encouragement and personal and academic support is essential. The aim is confident success and 
personal independence: ability to lead. 

So, how would you like to be involved?  

There are many possibilities. Mentoring is customised and so ranges from offering expert tuition 
to students experiencing problems in a particular programme, to guidance on financial 
budgeting, to advice on effective study methods, to counselling.  

Please contact any of the following Trustees to volunteer your time or skills: Elaine Ridge, Ulrike 
Reuter, Heidi van Niekerk, Peter Koch and Tony Robinson. Audrey is able to supply contact 
details. 

There is also an ongoing need for financial support. If you would like to make a donation  
(STUCET is able to provide a tax certificate), please contact Peter, Elaine or Tony. 
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NEWSFLASHES  
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It is not too late to get 
involved at the bazaar. Here is a 

list of needs. 
 

Best ever white elephant stall:  Bring good quality items to the hall on Sunday mornings after 
the service, preferably packed in boxes. (Conveners: Charl Cilliers, Ray Falconer and Caroline 
Swellengrebel) 

Louise Houston is looking for small potting pots for succulents. If you can help, contact her on 
021 886 4042 or 074 328 2030, or bring them to the office. 

Please also collect 2l plastic milk bottles for the pancake stall. Bring them to the office. 

Good quality used clothing is needed for the church bazaar. Please bring it to the church or 
contact Carol on 073 534 3738 or at crlchase@gmail.com. 

If you would like to donate financially towards any of the stalls for our bazaar, we would be most 
grateful. Donations can be given to Audrey at the church office.  

Bazaar tea garden: Please contact June Tocknell on 082 898 3773 if you can supply muffins, 
cakes and/or cupcakes.  

Craft table: Any handcrafted goods will be be gratefully received. Contact Margie Hinks on 
082 326 2033. 

Pudding table: Marieta (071 325 5382) is looking for empty ice cream containers. Donations of 
Ultra-Mel custard would be greatly appreciated. 

 

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN 
THE LIFE OF OUR COMMUNITY 

Clothes 
Urgently looking for clothing to fit two little 
girls of 7 and 8 years and boys of 3 and 
6 years. Please bring to the office.  

Don’t forget to bring clothing and 
household goods for our Love to Give 
project. 

Kayamandi Trauma Centre  
We are supplying the people at the centre 
with boiled eggs. Donations towards buying 
the eggs would be very welcome. We are 
also collecting walking shoes, please. 

Contact Carol on 021 887 1781 or 073 534 
3738 or at crlchase@gmail.com, or leave 
your donation with Audrey at the office. 

Care Coins 
Please help yourself to a Care Coin bottle 
from the table at the church entrance. This 
year we are collecting for Animal Welfare, 
specifically for sterilisation of animals in the 
townships. To date R1 042 has been 
collected. 
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Cards and Books 
June Tocknell and Marion Smit make 
beautiful cards. Please come and choose. All 
proceeds are used for those in need. Please 
support our Benevolent Fund. 

 

Thank you for your continued support by 
supplying and buying wonderful books. 
Audrey is aiming for R7 000 this year, so GO 
BUY NOW.  

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Crafts for Christ meet every second Thursday of the month from 10h00–12h00 in the 
church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).  

 

  

Wed 1 March Ash Wednesday 

Sat 4 March SUC BAZAAR in our church hall 

Sun 5 March Communion  

Thu 9 March Crafts for Christ get together 

Sun 12 March Cape Cycle Tour 

Tue 21 March Human Rights Day 

Sun 26 March Harvest Celebration 

Fri 31 March  Schools close 

Fri 14 April Easter – Good Friday 

Tue 18 April Schools open  

Thu 27 April Freedom Day 

 

 

 

 


