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STELLENBOSCH UNITED CHURCH  
Newsletter Vol. 2017 (#2) 

March/April 2017 
 
 

Newsletter Easter special! 

As it is harvest season, we thought it only 
proper to have a real bumper crop of an Easter 
edition. 

Tony was on leave when he wrote his message 
this month. Perhaps he should go on leave more 
often as this is just a wonderful letter, filled 
with matters agricultural and other lovely 
snippets. He touches on the arrival of the 
penguin-loving Andrew, Helena’s bountiful crop 
of tomatoes (which left me green with envy), 
and the whole experience of the harvest, which 
he says, is “the time to count God’s blessings”. It 
is, of course, also a time of giving. He talks of 
Claire’s leap of faith in “resurrecting” the 
bazaar, Sammy Koch’s marvellous profiteroles 
and so much more. 

You can find out all about Andrew Snyders 
next. Estelle did a lovely profile on him and it 
turns out we have a few things in common. I’m 
also a leftie and not too keen on heights, with 

particular emphasis on sheer drops in the 
Cederberg. 

Naturally, the bazaar is a great focus for our 
newsletter and I don’t think I am alone in 
wanting to thank Claire for her vision and 
dedication in making the bazaar such a 
resounding success. I hope everyone has also 
looked on the website for more photos that we 
did not manage to include in this letter. 

Leanne and youngsters from the Enkanini 
centre had a picnic in the park a few weeks 
back. It looked like they had a thoroughly good 
experience in the Jan Marais! 

In Kayamandi, some of our wiser sisters and 
brothers attended a course on financial 
management – something very relevant in the 
context of tough prevailing economic times.  

People of quality keep popping up in our 
congregation and in our newsflashes. Guess 
who has been appointed as the new Dean in the 
Faculty of Engineering? 
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Lastly we feature our regular slots, namely on 
how to get involved in the life of the church 
community, followed by an impressive list of 
dates to diarise. 

Have a safe, blessed and happy Easter 
break. 

 

Jane v Wilgen 
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MESSAGE FROM TONY 
Dearest family 

As I write this letter to you I am sitting in a 
big, round chair at my in-laws’ house in 
Wellington. I am on leave. These are the first 
two weeks of leave since I started here in 
Stellenbosch after a year of serving in this 
community. It’s pretty normal for people not 
to take leave in their first year of service, 
although it’s becoming less and less the 
norm. 

This last month has been a highlight in so 
many ways. Andrew started with us and 
we’re all learning to love his crazy penguin-
loving ways. He’s hit the ground running and 
he’s been working hard to set up some new 
programmes. If you’ve been to an evening 
service in the last month, you’ll also have 
heard some of the tunes the “kids” like to 
sing in worship. We’ve experimented by 
asking Andrew simply to do some of the 
things he was doing with his youth service in 
Goodwood. It’s quite different, and I hope 
you’ve found the space to worship. 

The month has also been quite agricultural. 
Helena planted a veggie garden at the 
manse last year and it has yielded mainly 

tomatoes by the hundreds. We have bell 
tomatoes, rosa tomatoes, plum (I think) 
tomatoes, yellow tomatoes and some that 
just look like tomatoes (surprisingly). I also 
discovered that there are English and 
Afrikaans cucumbers. Who would have 
thought? But then I guess a cucumber can’t 
be cool unless it can gooi die taal. 
(Apologies to any purists reading this!) 

I found out that many of our members are 
involved, or have been involved, in the 
harvest. It’s a busy time for the agricultural 
community and represents the time when 
God’s blessings are counted, quite literally. 
One of our wine farmers shared a few 
Sundays ago, that this year has yielded a 
good harvest despite the drought. Tanner 
and Tyler have loved the harvest season 
because of all the “twaktas” they see driving 
on the Stellenbosch roads. Of course they 
love “brapes” too. 

This brings us right to the matter of planned 
giving, of course!  

It was traditionally around this time of year 
that the “tithe of everything that the land 
yields” would have been brought up to the 
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Jerusalem temple. It was a great time of 
celebration, one which we’ll celebrate on 26 
March. I wrote about it last month, but here 
are a few arbitrary thoughts on the “tithe”. 

Firstly, in an agricultural community, payday 
is only once a year. I’ve never really thought 
about that until now. Which made the fact 
that there were another 11 months of the 
year a real issue in giving. If the entire tithe 
of a year’s income was to be brought in one 
month, it must have been super difficult, 
knowing that the rest of the year there was 
no going back on what was given, and what 
if there wasn’t enough left to live on? 

Which throws a new light on Jesus’ 
comment on the widow’s offering: “She’s 
given all she had to live on.” 

Trusting Jesus for the future is difficult for 
us. We hear so many messages from the 
world around us to the contrary. My 
financial advisor is always telling me I’ll not 
be able to afford retirement, and he may be 
right. Jesus calls us to do our best and then 
to trust Him for the rest. He says in Matthew 
6: “Do not worry, for your heavenly Father 
knows what you need.” 

One of the beautiful things I saw this month 
was one of our dear ones (who is also an 
adoptive parent, which made it close to my 
heart), who has lost her entire family. But 
she lives her farming life free of fear and full 
of generosity towards others. 

Farmers have taught me a lot about trust. 
Angus Buchan’s Faith like potatoes could 
easily be “faith like grapes” or “faith like 
strawberries”, or peaches or whatever you’re 
growing that takes a whole year. 

Recently Claire de Munck took a step of faith 
and, through everyone working together, it 
yielded not only a great financial reward but 
immeasurable growth in the relationships in 

our church community through the Bazaar. 
Thank you so much to Claire for the hard 
work and initiative and to all who 
participated. 

My favourite smous on the day was Sammy 
Koch. Sammy made her eclairs (she called 
them profiteroles) in the 
morning and came with a tray 
of the sticky pastries with a 
sign around her neck saying 
that they were the best in the 
world (or something like 
that), which they clearly were. 
Sammy made a profit of R95 
that morning and by 11:30 or 
so was able to eat someone 
else’s super-cool-sticky-
sweet-stuff. If you consider 
that there are about 450 
members at United Church, 
then if you multiply Sammy’s work by 450 it 
makes R42 750. The point is that we all 
helped with most of the other stalls and it 
was other’s donations that made them work. 
Sammy raised her bit without any help 
(except maybe mom )! 

Thank you to the farmers for trusting God 
enough to feed us. Thank you to Claire for 
trusting Jesus enough to get the bazaar 
going. Thank you to all of you for trusting 
Jesus enough to give to His work here. (By 
the way, the Finance Committee has asked 
me to remind you to look at your electronic 
recurring payments, if that’s the way you 
give, and update them for the new year, 
please – so there is the reminder.) And thank 
you Jill, for teaching me grace, forgiveness 
and generosity. 

May God bless you and your families this 
harvest season. 

Love 

Tony  
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PROFILE OF ANDREW SNYDERS  
Estelle Coustas 

In January this year our church was blessed by the 
arrival of Andrew Snyders, a Stellenbosch University 
theology graduate who has been appointed as a 
youth worker and researcher at Stellenbosch United 
Church for a year, thanks to a donor’s generosity. 
Andrew shared some very brief facts with us shortly 
after his arrival (he is a lefty, his favourite colour is 
green, his favourite animals are penguins, he loves 
dark chocolate and has inherited his mother’s fear 
of heights – more about that later). 

I had the privilege of interviewing this energetic 
young disciple recently, and this is what he shared. 
(This interview was a particularly special assignment 
for me as I learnt early on into our conversation that 
Andrew’s father is Gerry, a pharmacist I loved 
working with when we were working for the same 
group many years ago.) 

 

Andrew, could you please share a brief biography with us? Where are you from? Tell us 
about your career thus far, starting with where you studied. And tell us about your family. 

I was born in Bellville, and my parents still live in the same home where I grew up.  My mother, 
Estelle, was a teacher and I attended Fairbairn College in Goodwood, a school where my mother 
taught for some time, but she had left by the time I began there.  The fear of heights, which I 
referred to in my communication a few weeks ago, I inherited from my mother.  But I must hasten 
to add that it’s not a big deal for either of us – I just remember her being a bit anxious when 
needing to drive in the Cederberg mountains when I was a teenager, and I in turn don’t like 
walking on the edge when there is a big drop below me.   

I am the youngest 
of four children, the 
oldest being my 
sister, Wendy 
(Merrington) who is 
a physiotherapist 
and moved back to 
Cape Town with her 
husband, Hurn, in 
December, much to 
the family’s delight 
as we are all in 
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Cape Town now. My one brother, Chris, is an ICT programmer and is marrying one of my friends 
in April, while my other brother, Timothy, is a landscape architect and married to Jaimee.  

On completion of my studies at Stellenbosch University in 2012, I was part of the youth team in 
Bellville. Following that, I was appointed as a youth worker at the Goodwood Presbyterian Church, 
where I served for the last four years prior to joining the Stellenbosch United Church in January. 
Initially I really enjoyed working with Grade 5-7 children, but it was at Goodwood that my love of 
working with teenagers was born. 

And what about your free time? What do you like doing in your time off? 

As I shared with the congregation a few weeks ago, I love penguins, and have been a volunteer at 
the Two Oceans Aquarium since 2011.  Had I not studied theology, I would have chosen marine 
biology, and I also love snorkeling.   

Tell us about the Stellenbosch United Church activities that you are involved in? 

I am working with Ronel Retief, who has taken over the responsibility for the Sunday school from 
Jane Plantinga, and I thoroughly enjoy teaching the teenage class.  At the moment we are 
studying Hebrews Chapter 11, and I am excited by the growing numbers in the class.  My work 
also includes a young adult Bible study for Grade 12 and university students.  We are really trying 
to bridge the gap between confirmation and post-school. 

Lastly, what are your longer-term goals, post your contract employment at the 
Stellenbosch United Church? 

I am hoping to be ordained in the next year or two, and will be attending the selection 
conference mid-year.  During my tenure at the Stellenbosch United Church, I am eager to 
establish what works and what doesn’t in youth ministry, hoping to eventually share these 
learnings in the region as an ordained minister; although I realise that there will probably be 
budgetary constraints to my dream.  I have a real passion for youth ministry done well, and would 
love to be able to run youth camps, e.g. for confirmation candidates.    

 

Thank you so much for what we are receiving, Andrew, and we look forward to your 
inspired leadership among the Stellenbosch United Church youth. 

 

   

  

And he can sing, too! 
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BAZAAR NEWS  
What a resounding success the bazaar was, and I have to thank each and every one who was 
involved and who supported us so generously by donations, purchasing items and being there on 
the day.  The amount we raised (more than R48 000) completely exceeded our expectations!  It 
was a day of camaraderie, new friendships and, most of all, working together for the Lord. The 
amazing raffle cake that Marion donated was won by Sue, and the handmade wooden bowl went 
to Jan. First and second prize for making the most money on the day went to the white elephant 
and cake stalls respectively, and everyone else worked very hard and had a lot of fun.  

 

 

Claire de Munck and the rest of the bazaar team 

  

See our website for more photos. 
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BUDGETING WORKSHOP IN KAYAMANDI  
 

Our Kayamandi brothers and 
sisters had a budgeting 
workshop for the members 
last week.  Mfusi, Mjonono, 
after opening with prayer, read 
from Matt 6:24. (No one can 
serve two masters. Either you 
will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and 
money). And also Malachi 
3:10 (Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.) 

The foundations (what we are striving and praying for) are: 

• 1. Life 
• 2. Resources  
• 3. Patience 
• 4. Financial discipline  

 

He referred to the quote "Financial freedom starts with getting the basics right". 

The workshop was divided into 3 parts. 

Part 1: Concepts and Terms. Here he explained the terms used in budgeting such as income, 
cash flow, liabilities, assets, etc.  Part 2: Personal budget. Here he showed us how to do a 
budget and emphasised discipline. Part 3: Budget Exercise. For homework we have been asked 
to compile a personal budget and stick to it. He handed us note books to write our budgets in, 
pens to write with, and envelopes to put our receipts in.  

The next workshop will be on 24 June. 
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FEEDBACK AND NEWSFLASHES  

Church picnic in Jan Marais Park 
Members of United Church and St Mary’s on the Braak spent a joyous morning in March with the 
children from Enkanini Education Centre at the Jan Marais Park. 

The children went on a short walk around the park, playing on the outdoor gym equipment and 
enjoying the swings and jumpy castle that had been erected. 

One of the main highlights was 
the outdoor labyrinth that the 
children completed in absolute 
silence. When they reflected 
back on the experience, they 
said it reconnected them with 
nature. 

Hotdogs, sweets, cool drinks 
and fruit were donated by 
congregants from both 
churches.  
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Huge congratulations to three remarkable achievements: 
 

Prof. Wicus van Niekerk has 
been appointed as the Dean of the 
Faculty of Engineering.  He is 
currently the Director of the Centre 
for Renewable and Sustainable 
Energy Studies and will start in his 
new post on 1 July 2017. Prof. van 
Niekerk, an alumni of both 
Stellenbosch University and the 
University of California, Berkely, is 
currently busy with his MBA at UCT. 

 

 

 

Adam Plantinga has just received his Master 
of Financial Engineering at the Haas School of 
Business at the UC, Berkeley, on 17 March! 

Adam also received the Haas School of Business 
Defining Principles Award for The Embodiment 
of All Four Defining Principles. The defining 
principles (which describe Adam so well) for this 
award are: 

• Question the Status Quo 
• Confidence Without Attitude 
• Student Always 
• Beyond Yourself 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Agnew,  
Graduated in Fine Arts (cum laude) in 2015 and received her 
Honours Degree in Journalism on 15 March. 

 

  

Photo credit: Eikestad News 26 Jan 2017 
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED  

Clothes 
Don’t forget to bring clothing and 
household goods for our Love to Give 
project. 

Kayamandi Trauma Centre  
We are supplying the people at the centre 
with boiled eggs. Donations towards buying 
the eggs would be very welcome. We are 
also collecting walking shoes, please. 
Contact Carol on 021 887 1781 or 073 534 
3738 or at crlchase@gmail.com, or leave 
your donation with Audrey at the office.

Care Coins 

Please help yourself to a Care Coin bottle 
from the table at the church entrance. This 
year we are collecting for Animal Welfare, 
specifically for sterilisation of animals in the 
townships. To date R1 042 has been 
collected. 

Cards  

June Tocknell and Marion Smit make 
beautiful cards. Please come and choose. All 
proceeds are used for those in need. Please 
support our Benevolent Fund. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Crafts for Christ meets every second Thursday of the month from 10h00–12h00 in the 
church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).  

Sun 26 March Harvest celebration 

Fri 31 March Schools close 

Sun 9 April Palm Sunday 

Fri 14 April Good Friday 

Sun 16 April Easter Sunday 

Mon 17 April  Family Day 

Tues 18 April Schools re-open 

Thu 27 April Freedom Day 

Mon 1 May Workers Day 

 

 


