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Dear readers 

In case you didn’t know it, we are 
celebrating the Reformation this month. In 
fact, 500 years of reforming. Tony’s letter is 
essentially a history lesson of the events 
that culminated in a break with the Catholic 
Church. My knowledge of these events were 
somewhat sketchy and now, apart from 
being better informed, I will always be very 
grateful to Martin Luther in setting us on the 
path of reformation. And of course, 
reformation is taking place in our churches 
today and every day in our own lives. As an 
art lover, I feel somewhat ambivalent about 
all the works of art at the Vatican, which 
were most likely created as a result of 
“indulgences” from the poor. 

When Estelle Coustas interviewed Annette 
Evans over a cup of coffee the other day, 
little did she know that they would have a lot 
more in common than membership of our 

church. Their shared history started many 
years ago when they established that both 
of them had been pupils at Rhenish, albeit 
at different times. Then the groot gesels 
began as the connections started piling up. 
What a remarkable story! What remarkable 
women! 

Sadly, in this edition we say goodbye to and 
pay tribute to two much-loved members of 
our congregation, Alan Pluck and Karl 
Homagk. We shall miss them a lot. 

Thumakele Gosa did a fine job of reviewing 
a book with a rather sensitive theme by 
Scelo Mncube. It is an autobiographical 
story and was written partly as a cathartic 
experience but also as encouragement to 
others in similar situations, so that they may 
know that “God’s grace is sufficient”. 
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The Reformation theme continues in Art with 
Heart, where you will find a photograph of 
the church door to which Martin Luther 
supposedly nailed his 95 Theses. 

Feedback and Newsflashes feature a new 
kid on the block, namely Chiara Bianchi. 
She is grandchild number 6 to Charl and 
June Cilliers! 

The potjie and quiz evening was a great hit,, 
again. I was there and what fun we had – 
not to mention stiff competition from all the 
other tables! 

Finally, there are some special 
advertisements for two of the upcoming 
events, namely the annual Golf Day and the 
Presbyterian Youth Summer Camp. Our 
organist, Estelle, is also offering singing 
lessons and more. 

All the dates are, of course, also featured in 
Upcoming Events, which follow our usual 
slot of ways to get involved in our church. 

All that remains is for me to say, God bless. 

Jane v Wilgen 
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of this lovely arrangement 



 

 

  
Vol. 2017 (#9) – pg. 3 

MESSAGE FROM TONY 
Dear United Church family 

500 years. 

The theology professor and monk, Martin Luther, 
was born in Germany in 1483. Interesting times in 
Europe. Pope Leo X was in the process of 
rebuilding St Peter’s in Rome and needed large 
sums of money. So, in 1516 the pontiff sent his 
chief fundraiser, Johann Tetzel, to Germany to 
collect from the Bishoprics of Albrecht von 
Brandenburg, which he had purchased but on 
which he still owed the pope a debt. The method 
of fundraising employed by the church in that era 
was called the “indulgence”. 

Very simply put, the indulgence was a sum of 
money paid to the church so that masses 
(communion services) would be said on behalf of 
deceased family members whose eternal fate was 
uncertain. Once the mass was said, the soul of 
the sinful deceased would be released from 
purgatory (a holding place for those not worthy of 
heaven but not evil enough for hell). This would 
secure the loved one an eternity in heaven. As 
you can imagine, the illiterate poor were quick to 
pay the required sum and the church grew rich. 

In October the following year, having seen and 
studied the church’s practice of collecting 
indulgences from the poor laity to fund the 
construction of St Peter’s, Luther responded with 
an open letter to Bishop von Brandenburg. This 
letter was never intended to be a confrontation, 
nor to precede a cessation on his part, but rather 
a questioning of the essentials of indulgences. He 
wrote: “Why does the pope, whose wealth today is 
greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, 
build the basilica of St. Peter with the money of 
poor believers rather than with his own money?” 
(Article 86 of his 95 Theses.) 

This letter became known as the 95 Theses 
(almost all about the indulgence) and was 
allegedly nailed to the baptistry door of All Saints 
in Wittenberg. Although no historical evidence 
exists of the actual “nailing”, it seems that this 
coffin only needed one nail. And that was it. 
Luther was told to recant and when he refused he 
had to go into hiding and finally he was 
excommunicated by the Holy Roman Church. 

The two key principles around which Luther’s 
theses grew came to be known as the Solae, from 
the Latin word sola meaning alone or only. These 
were Sola Scriptura and Sola Fides. Luther’s 
personal struggle with confession and penance 
led him to question the value of absolution by a 
bishop and the need continually to answer his sin 
with positive actions. He concluded eventually, 
along with the apostle Paul in Romans, that we 
are saved by grace through faith, and that alone, 
not by works of any sort. 

Luther’s challenge of the practice of indulgences 
challenged the authority of the pope to add to the 
Bible by creating traditions which could even 
contradict the clear Biblical doctrines. Part of his 
life was spent translating the Greek and Hebrew 
Bible into vernacular German, which he then 
distributed against the will of the pope. His final 
answer to the “Diet of Worms” (Yuck!), the name 
of the inquisition set up to force him to recant, 
was: 

“I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and 
my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I 
cannot and will not recant anything, since it is 
neither safe nor right to go against conscience. 
May God help me. Amen.” 

This emphasis on the Scriptures as authoritative 
over the pope and the primacy of faith for 
salvation, and not “works”, led to the formulation 
of the two Solae, eventually increased to five by 
the later reformation scholars. Sola Scriptura, 
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Sola Fide (Faith), Sola Gratia (Grace), Sola 
Christus (Christ) and Sola Deo Gloria (God’s 
Glory). All of these first appeared as reactions to 
the Roman Catholic theology of indulgences, but 
grew to become the cornerstones of Reformed 
theology. 

Why all this talk of Luther and the Reformation? 
Because this is the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, 1517-2017, and we are a Reformed 
church. So all of this is our history, which is worth 
celebrating. 

If you’d like to know more about Martin Luther and 
the Reformation, there is an excellent movie 
called Luther, available on DVD, and there are 
excellent articles on Wikipedia to begin with. 

Give thanks for the people who, in the 16th 
century, not only began the Reformed church, but 

also set the wheels in motion for reformation 
within the Roman Catholic Church. 

God be with you all 

Love 

Tony 

 

 

 

 

 

Another very insightful read on Luther and the 
subsequent reformation from the New Yorker Magazine 
by Joan Acocella.  
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/10/30/how-
martin-luther-changed-the-world/amp 

 

 

 

COFFEE WITH ANNETTE EVANS 
Estelle Coustas 

GOD WORKS IN WONDROUS WAYS 

A few weeks ago I was requested to interview Annette Evans. Over a cup of coffee we found we had much 
more in common than Stellenbosch United Church. As an explanation for why she was still working as a 
research fellow at the University of the Free State in 2017, she showed me an address she had delivered at 
the 2007 Rhenish Prize-giving where she was honoured for achieving a D.Phil in Ancient Studies at age 67. I 
was also privileged to receive this special award for Old Girls in 2010, as were two other members of our 
church, Jane van Wilgen in 2000 and Roxy Burns in 2015. On the night of the prize-giving Annette provided 
firm motivation for her loyalty to Rhenish. Apart from the quality of education, having had the privilege of 
growing up in Pniel where her father was the Congregational minister, she applauded the fact that Rhenish 
was one of the two first South African government schools to open their doors to all races. An excerpt from 
Annette’s address came as a special surprise to me:   

And here I particularly want to address those girls who did not win prizes this evening. I didn’t win any prizes 
at Rhenish either – most of the time I just played. But in Grade 10 I was fortunate enough to have Miss 
Meldal-Johnson as a Maths and Science teacher, and one day she said to me: “Annette Nell, if you would 
only stop playing the fool, you could do very well”. Well, I didn’t stop playing the fool, but by the grace of 
God, and because of Miss Meldal-Johnson’s inspiring teaching, I managed to scrape through a Medical BSc 
and ended up working as a research technician for Professor Chris Barnard, a couple of years before he 
performed the first heart transplant. One of his preliminary research projects was to study the course and 
distribution of the blood vessels of the human heart, and my task was to inject a great number of hearts 
which were removed at post-mortem, with a fluid which, on X-ray, showed up the blood vessels. One day, 
upon looking at the folder which always accompanied the heart I was to X-ray, to my horror I found that I had 
my beloved Miss Meldal-Johnson’s heart in my hands. There and then I remembered her words, and I think it 
was then that I started taking my opportunities in life seriously. The first opportunity that came along was 
marriage, and soon I was having children. Only then did I realise how vital a good education is, and how 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/10/30/how-martin-luther-changed-the-world/amp
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/10/30/how-martin-luther-changed-the-world/amp
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much I owe to Rhenish. Rhenish did much more than develop my intelligence: the ethos of Rhenish taught 
me that head alone is not enough – head and heart must work together.  

My surprise was that in matric at Rhenish I had been the recipient of the Meldal-Johnson award for Maths. I 
had never known Miss Meldal-Johnson, but now she was brought alive for me! Many years later, in 1997, 
Annette happened to be in the Stellenbosch United Church when George Malek, a visiting Coptic clinical 
psychologist, preached. He played the trumpet, his wife the organ, while the congregation sang “What a 
friend we have in Jesus”. I happened to be there too, and remember the trumpet playing! The hymn 
happened to be Annette’s favourite childhood hymn – the tears rolled, and because her husband, David, was 
also a clinical psychologist, he made contact with George afterwards. A few months later David and Annette 
were blessed to go on an ecumenical trip led by George to the Coptic monasteries in the western desert of 
Egypt.  She describes her visit to the Coptic monasteries in Egypt as a life-changing experience, which was 
later followed by a visit to Israel, where for the first time in her life she became aware of the problems with 
Bible translation. Her curiosity led her to apply to Stellenbosch University to study Hebrew the following year, 
but before she knew it, she had done Hebrew III and Greek III, and had a D.Phil in Ancient Studies. During 
this period David completed a Postgraduate Diploma in Theology, also Greek II and Hebrew II, and was an 
enormous support to her. Is it not wonderful how, in God’s ways, an exasperated remark by a teacher can 
motivate a child many years later!  

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY…  
Elizabeth du Toit  

Alan William Pluck 

Alan was born in the UK in 1933, where he grew up and later served in 
the army doing his compulsory military service after the war. 

He met Janet in Bermuda, where they were both working, and then got 
married in Peaslake, near Guildford where Janet grew up, and 
subsequently lived in many different places in the UK. Alan was a 
mechanical engineer and when he received a job offer to come to 
South Africa the family decamped and moved here in the 1950s. They 
have two sons, Guy and Rupert, who were educated at Rondebosch 
Boys’ High. 

They have lived in Somerset West since 1976 and joined our church in 
late 1990. They were regular worshippers and were much loved by us 
all. Alan did not have very good health, being plagued by terrible 
headaches, but he rarely complained. Then, sadly, Janet suffered a 
stroke and a fall which has left her frail, but she is recovering well and 
is determined to regain full strength in her legs. At present, her walking 
is slow. Alan cared for her so lovingly through all this, and then he 
suffered a horrible accident when a large tin fell from a rack in 
Checkers and scraped all the skin off his leg. This proved difficult to 

heal as he suffered from diabetes. Alan’s health deteriorated and he was admitted to hospital just before his 
birthday. Sadly, he died before he could celebrate his 84th birthday with the family he loved so much. 

Alan had many interests. He loved motor racing, photography and anything connected with nature, 
especially elephants. He will be remembered by many of us for sending wonderful pictures of nature by 
email. It was always exciting to see what was coming next.  He adored his two Labradors, who Janet says 
still miss him. 
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Karl Max Homagk 

 by Audrey Falconer  

Karl was an integral part of this community, always serving, first 
our Lord, and secondly any person in need. He prayed regularly 
for all people on the prayer list, even for extended families and 
friends. He phoned each and every person on their birthdays and 
especially to console those remembering their beloved family 
member’s anniversary.  

Even though he found it difficult to walk in the latter years, it did 
not stop him visiting both those in hospital or at home. These 
visits were greatly appreciated. 

Being an academic and keen sportsman himself, he always 
showed great enthusiasm in our children’s achievements and 
activities, and was usually first in line to congratulate them on 
their successes in life. 

A private man, who could be extremely stubborn at times, but, a 
man who was admired for his faithfulness and caring. How we will 
miss him, sitting in his usual place in the very back pew each 
Sunday. We rejoice in the sure knowledge that he is home, at last, with the God who promised to take him to 
a place of no more tears or pain. 

As fellow elders and pastoral caregivers, we salute your dedication, serving, caring and loving so graciously. 
We will miss you, Karl, and remember you with love. 

The following is a letter from Elizabeth du Toit to Karl: 
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BOOK CORNER 
Thumakele Gosa 

I WAS RAPED … AND YOU WERE BORN,  
MY MOTHER’S LETTER THAT NEARLY KILLED ME  

BY SCELO MNCUBE  

Published by Grashyo Publishers in 2017  

 

In the preamble to his book, Scelo Mncube states that “the book is a 
journey from my scars to stars.” 

His story is shared for inspirational purposes and also to unburden 
the author of his lifelong quest to discover his father’s identity – a 
search which led to a shocking revelation by his mother. As Mncube 
writes in the book:  “I was raped, and you were born … I found this 
life-changing message from a letter she wrote for me, it was hidden 
in a stack of her personal documents. I was groomed by a single 
parent, my mother. She passed on in 2006.” Many years after 
learning the truth, Mncube tells his real-life story with confidence.  

“I was born through rape, which may be labelled as a disgrace; and I do not know who my father is, which 
further destroys my sense of belonging,” he writes. “Obviously, my father, whom I do not know to date, 
forced himself into my mother. No one wanted to be close to me thereafter, there was immense confusion 
around my life.”  

The first four chapters relate the beginning of Mncube’s life: his vulnerability, brokenness and major 
milestones. He also acknowledges the people who supported and shaped him. He describes how he refused 
to let the sad circumstances surrounding his accidental birth determine his future.  

The last six chapters focus mainly on his motivation. His tragic origins carry with it a profound lesson that life 
is a gift from God, and his grace – along with the love and kindness of family, friends and even strangers – is 
sufficient to sustain it.  

ART WITH HEART   
Images and text taken from https://fotoeins.com/2017/01/16/lutherstadt-wittenberg-
schlosskirche-castle-church/  

 

The north portal, or Theses’ Portal, of All Saints Church in Wittenberg, 
Germany, is the location where Martin Luther is believed to have pinned his 
95 Theses in opposition to Catholic Church practices (e.g., selling 
indulgences). The church’s original doors were burned and destroyed during 
the Seven Years’ War. In 1857, King Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussia ordered 
a replacement portal door cast in bronze with Luther’s 95 Theses engraved 
into the door; the door as memorial was unveiled in 1858. While there is no 
direct evidence supporting Luther having gone and actually pinned notes to 
the church door, he would have most certainly sent to local church 
authorities a letter expressing his concerns and his points of 
argument/discussion. 
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In the close-up of the upper arch (lunette, tympanum) over the Theses’ Portal is the 1850-1851 encaustic 
mural painting by August von Kloeber, Christus am 
Kreuz mit Luther und Melanchthon. On either side of 
Christ on the cross in the foreground, Luther (viewer left) 
holds his 1522 Greek-to-German translation of the New 
Testament, and Philipp Melanchthon (viewer right) holds 
his 1530 Confessio Augustana (Augsburg 
Confessional), another important document of the 
Lutheran Reformation. The background scene is of 
medieval Wittenberg as the viewer stands on the south 
bank of the Elbe River facing north to the Castle Church 
(far left) and St Mary’s Town Church (Stadtkirche, centre 
left). 

 

FEEDBACK AND NEWSFLASHES 

Another newby  
Chiara (Italian spelling), pronounced Kiara, Charl and June Cilliers’ sixth 
grandchild, was born on Thursday 28 September in Cambridge, UK. She is sister 
to Isabel Bianchi, daughter of Anne and Michele Bianchi. Congratulations to 
parents and proud grandparents! 

 

 

The popular annual quiz and potjie evening 
The much anticipated Potjie and Quiz 
evening was a huge success. The 
Shepherd family ensured that the food 
and wine flowed. Well done Brian for 

compiling some challenging quiz questions flitting from the national 
park in Iceland to Cambodia. I am happy to report that the participants 
were (on the whole) up to the task.  

Everyone got prizes and the Schoonwinkel/Cilliers table certainly 
deserved theirs for looking so proudly South African. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some people thought they could 
win the favour of the judges by 
dressing up while others 
excitedly waited for the start 
button   
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Enkanini Education Centre 

Dear Friends of Enkanini Education Centre. We are arranging an end of year Christmas Party for our 
children from Enkanini on Saturday 25 November. It is the usual format. We start at 08h30 and end by 
11h30. We will have about 50 kids. I will provide the taxis there and back. We need sweets, chips, cooldrinks 
and hotdogs. It’s all about fellowship. The kids love a walk in the park and then playing games near the 
swings and slides. 

Please let me, Leanne, know if you can help or just participate on 072 203 2113 or 
leanne@eanneseeliger.com  

 

Golf Day 

The annual SUC Golf Day will be held at the Devonvale Golf Club on Thursday 16 November, with dinner 
and a prize-giving thereafter at Towerbosch restaurant. The financial proceeds of the Golf Day help greatly 
to boost the church coffers. 

The committee will be putting out notices over the next two months inviting our faithful regular golfers and 
new recruits to join us on the day, but for those who do not play golf, we require other forms of support such 
as prizes, sponsorships, auction items or donations. Please diarise the date. In the meantime, you can 
contact Brian Shepherd if you wish to play or want any more details on how you can help. 

 

Presby Youth Summer Camp 

The cost for the camp is R350. Forms are available from Andrew Snyders (coordinator of camp).He can be 
contacted on 084 453 
8191.  Should you 
have any other queries 
regarding the camp, 
please send your 
questions or requests 
to 
presbysummercamp@
gmail.com. 

 

 

Advert… 
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED  

Prayer meeting 
Join in for a prayer meeting at the church 
every Tuesday morning at 10 am. The office 
will be closed during this time. 

Bible study  
Bible study is held in the meeting room 
every Wednesday from 10h00-11h30. All 
welcome.  

Clothes  
Don’t forget to bring clothing and household 
goods for our Love to Give project, as well 
as any baby and children’s clothes for 
Louise to take to the hospital. 

Kayamandi Trauma Centre  
We need people to make soup for the 
homeless. Also, any walking shoes and old 
spectacles with usable frames would be 
much appreciated. Please contact Carol on 
021 8871781 or 073 534 3738 or at 
crlchase@gmail.com if you can help. 

Books    
A wonderful selection of new books is 
available in the hall at R20 each. An all-time 
high! Total sold since January is now at 
R11 240! 

Cards 
Marion Smit makes beautiful cards. Please 
come and choose. All proceeds go to our 
Benevolent Fund to support those in need.  

Care Coins  
Please take a bottle from the foyer and 
collect your small change in aid of our 
charities.  

Serving tea  
Carol is looking for volunteers to serve tea 
and coffee after church. Please contact her 
at crlchase@gmail.com or on 021 887 1781 
or 073 534 3738.  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
  
5 & 8 Nov The Moederkerk is celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation with a 

series of five sermons: The first sermon took place on 15 October. The 
historical date, 31 October, was celebrated on Sunday 29 October at the 
morning and evening services. The last two services of the series are on 5 and 
8 November at the Moederkerk. 

Thurs 9 Nov Crafts for Christ 
Thurs 16 Nov The annual SUC Golf Day will be held at the Devonvale Golf Club.  

Contact Brian on 082 522 3495.  

Sat 25 Nov Enkanini Education Centre Christmas Party 
Fri 3 Dec Christmas party for the elderly 
7-10 Dec Presby Youth Summer Camp 
  

Crafts for Christ meet every second Thursday of the month from 10 am - 12 noon  
in the church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646). 

mailto:crlchase@gmail.com
mailto:crlchase@gmail.com
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