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We are not quite out of winter hibernation, but 
now that Tony has become part of the furniture 
we can focus less on him and explore some other 
church matters. Tony has written a very thought-
provoking letter dealing with current issues that 
the church is grappling with. He touches on a 
weekend spent with a bereaved friend and then 
gives feedback on what appears to have been a 
very intense six-day meeting of The General 
Assembly where some controversial issues on 
theology were raised. He writes that his concern is 
not so much about these issues, but rather how, as 
Christians, people behave towards each other. 
There is much food for thought there. 

In our profile slot, Jane Plantinga interviews “our 
very own Hillary Clinton”. This is none other than 

Ronel Retief, who has recently been appointed as 
registrar at the University of Stellenbosch. As usual, 
Jane hones in on the essence of the matter and it 
could well have been a paper entitled “How to 
retain basic Christian values as a woman and be 
charming and successful in a man’s world”. I have 
said it before, but I will say it again: “Man! United’s 
got talent!” 

Then we have a few feedback articles. There is 
some Kayamandi news. Fize Mtete gives an 
account of the Youth Day service held on 16 June 
and says, amongst other things, that the youth of 
today face even more challenges than they did 
back in 1976. Rev. Bloro, in his address, encourages 
the youth to rise above their difficulties by getting 
involved in community activities. 



   

Charl Cilliers gives us some feedback on the 
activities of Crafts for Christ, and there is a report 
and a big ”thank you” from the Love to Give 
organisation. They do such great work and we 
really need to continue to give them support. 

Our news flashes are quite exciting. We have a 
snippet from the Kayamandi confirmation class 
and feature the Cilliers family’s latest grandchild. 
What a poppet she is! 

We also wish our stalwart Paralympians Roxy and 
Zanele well for the forthcoming Rio Paralympics! 

Finally, please check out the forthcoming events, 
and if you have not already booked your ticket for 
the potjiekos evening, DO SO NOW. It is not to be 
missed. 

Then I would just like to add that spring is in the 
air and our budding editor, Suzanne Opperman-
Kemp, will be having a baby in September. We 
wish you well, Suzanne! 

Jane v Wilgen 
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MESSAGE FROM TONY 
 

Dear family, 

July has been a busy month outside of Sunday 
services. I trust you enjoyed the ministry of 
Andrew Snyders, who shared with us on the last 
Sunday in July, and Stan Ridge, who led the 
service on the 10th. On the 10th I was away at the 
general assembly of the Uniting Presbyterian 
Church (UPCSA), which is one of our united 
denominations, with the United Congregational 
Church (UCCSA). I’ll tell you more about that in 
a moment.  

On the 31st I was away with some committed 
young Christian men. One of our friends, Marty, 
lost his mother to cancer and his father to heart 
disease within a year, and they were a very close 
family. He hasn’t grieved well, so we took him 
away for a weekend to spend time with him. It 
was a beautiful thing for me to see men getting 
together, speaking about tender things and 
then praying for one another. That is the 
Church! I believe that the weekend was a 
powerful watershed in more lives than just 
Marty’s. All of us felt used by God in one 
another’s lives. 

The general assembly was also a time with dear 
friends, although we worked hard for six days 
from early morning to late in the evening. The 
times with friends were important for us as 
ministers and elders, because the assembly was 
a difficult one. 

The first issue to be raised was the question of 
theology. One of our ministers, who is also a 
philosophy professor, Hansie Wolmarans, has 
been the centre of a controversy because of his 
publications on the subject of a “secular 
Christianity”. The core of the hypothesis is that it 
is possible to preserve a “Christianity” without 

reference to miracles, the divinity of Jesus and 
the notion of a personal, engaging, divine being. 
You may like to read the paper, which is central 
to the debate, at:  
http://www.academia.edu/7403273/En_Route_to
_an_Alternative_Secular_Chrisitianity. The paper 
is part of a movement that caught traction after 
a book by several South African scholars called 
Die Nuwe Hervorming was published. The 
debate over the views expressed by Hansie is 
not new and it is public. You can read one 
response by JF Durand in his book, 
Doodloopstrate van die geloof: ’n Perspektief op 
die Nuwe Hervorming, 2005, Stellenbosch: RAP. 

At the assembly, a complaint was lodged over 
the teaching of the views of Prof. Wolmarans in 
the church, and the complaint was referred to 
the court of the assembly. 

From time to time UPCSA must, and does, test 
its theology and confessions as to whether they 
still hold true, and this was the proposal of the 
eGoli Presbytery backed by the Western Cape. 
The proposal was that we should hold a 
convocation of ministers to examine current 
views presented in the light of the Confession of 
Faith of the UPCSA. This would have afforded us 
an opportunity to discuss other current issues, 
like that of same-sex relationships. 
Unfortunately, that proposal never saw the light 
of day. 

On the civil union issue, the denomination has 
opted to retain status quo: that the ministers 
neither conduct, nor formally “bless” civil unions. 
Part of the motivation for this was that we are a 
trans-national church and the Zimbabwean and 
Zambian parts of the denomination have laws to 
deal with on this score. So we need to spend 

http://www.academia.edu/7403273/En_Route_to_an_Alternative_Secular_Chrisitianity
http://www.academia.edu/7403273/En_Route_to_an_Alternative_Secular_Chrisitianity
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some more time thinking about what this means 
for the denomination’s unity. 

Please pray for the denomination, because the 
immediate future looks fraught with potential 
for division and public shame for the name of 
Jesus. Heresy trials never end well and if the 
matter of the theology of Hansie Wolmarans 
goes to civil court, it could bring disrepute to 
the denomination and even the Church and 
Name of Jesus. 

Theology is our life, it is our domain as the 
Church, and we are to be sure that we “rightly 
divide the Word of Truth”. But the Church is also 
to remember its mandate to “be my witnesses”. 
When debates get hot and we become 
defensive of our positions, believing that we 
have a life-and-death case on our hands, we 
frequently become unlike Jesus in our 
behaviour. My greatest sadness from our 
general assembly was not that the issues were 

raised. They must be. It was the way in which 
people spoke to one another. I spent a few 
hours with Prof. Wolmarans on the first night of 
assembly, and despite the fact that I disagree 
with his theology (or, rather, philosophy), I 
found a man who, in his understanding, was 
seeking the true Christ Jesus of history and 
attempting to follow him. Does he fit with our 
denomination, or even with Christianity as 
expressed in our confessions? I’m not sure, but 
it seems the question will be answered by our 
court. 

My friends, if we have differences between us, 
may we be the people who find a way through 
them over a meal, and not through public court 
cases. If we do, may that be the very last, and 
not a first (or even middle) resort. 

Yours with love 

Tony 
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PROFILE ON RONEL RETIEF  
OUR VERY OWN “HILLARY CLINTON” MAKES 
HISTORY! 

 

by Jane Plantinga 

 
Congratulations to our very 
own Dr Ronel Retief on her 
recent appointment as 
registrar of Stellenbosch 
University! 

This heralds a new era for 
the university, as it is the 
first time that a woman has 
been appointed to this 
post. 

So how does one go from 
a doctorate in literature to 
the post of registrar? Ronel 
explains that after 
spending a year in the Netherlands reading 
through Dutch texts for research, she 
returned to South Africa completely broke! In 
order to fund the completion of her 
dissertation, she joined the university as 
coordinator of research funding in the 
division of research development. She stayed 
in this position for five years. When the 
position of assistant registrar at Tygerberg 
became available, many people encouraged 
her to apply and the rest is history.  

About her promotion to registrar, Ronel says, 
“I look forward to taking on this role and 
hope to add value, both by supporting 
university management and participating in 
steering the institution in the right direction. I 
also hope to provide excellent and 

empathetic academic service that supports 
student success.” 

Ronel honed some of her leadership skills 
through HERS SA (an organisation that strives 
to advance women) and by participating in 
many programmes at the Stellenbosch 
University Business School. She also spent a 
week at the Saïd Business School at Oxford 
University participating in a course on high 
performance leadership. The latter covered 
many skills needed in a university setting. It 
dealt with IT, financial management for non-
financial managers, stress and time 
management and, of course, teamwork. 

Ronel’s advice to women alumnae is to 
position themselves for promotions by 
utilising the training opportunities available to 
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them. But the knowledge gained at training 
events is only one part of the learning 
experience. “It is also important to seek out 
networking opportunities, and to encourage 
and be encouraged,” she adds. “Women must 
put themselves ‘out there’ and embrace 
unfamiliar situations. They must say yes to 
challenges outside their comfort zone instead 
of letting self-doubt overwhelm them. The 
experience gained through doing something 
completely new gives you confidence and 
provides great exposure.” Certainly Ronel has 
followed her own advice! 

The portfolio of registrar is broad. It covers 
student administration from application to 
graduation; ensuring compliance to 
legislation; and ensuring that the ethics and 
sustainability of the university adheres to the 
golden standard. 

It would appear that Ronel is 
the face of the university (and 

what a beautiful face!). She is also a beautiful 
person who believes the support of her family 
has enabled her to get to where she is today. 

Rector and vice-chancellor Prof. Wim de 
Villiers said of Ronel, “This is a key position 
that Dr Retief will be taking up at a decisive 
moment for the university. Her excellent 
academic record and extensive experience in 
a complex faculty where diversity has 
expanded a lot will stand her in good stead. 
We have the utmost confidence in her.” 

And if you're wondering where Ronel gets all 
her vim and vigour from, you need look no 
further than her mom, Makkie van der Merwe, 
paragliding in Mauritius in celebration of her 
70th birthday! 
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KAYAMANDI YOUTH DAY 
SERVICE ON 19 JUNE 

 

by Fize Mtete 

On a rainy Sunday in June our congregation’s youth members, comprising Inhlangano Yezintombi 
ZamaRhabe Amanyanayo and Youth Fellowship, hosted a successful youth day celebration. The aim 
of this event was to retain the friendship and love between the two associations, to be inspired by 
God’s word and to explore our journeys of faith together. The theme of the day was “Grappling with 
the challenges the youth of the 21st century are facing 40 years after the 16 June 1976 youth 
uprising”.  

 

The programme director, Amenda Mfenyana, conducted the proceedings very well. The service 
started on a high note with hymn 203 and a powerful prayer by IYZA’s worship coordinator, Martha 
Maseti. Furthermore, Vuyiswa Nangu read to us from Leviticus 6:6 and Romans 12:18. She 
emphasised the importance of peace within the church and especially among the youth, saying that 
if we remain in Christ we will be at peace. As Jesus commanded the Romans to love one another 
sincerely and practise hospitality, we must do likewise.  

Rev. Bloro (right) and recording secretary of the Youth Fellowship, Sibusiso Gwele (left) with 
some of the youth 
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Malibongwe with one of Stellenbosch United 
Church’s young members 

The junior youth group performed a heart-warming play showing how Afrikaans impacted the 
uprising of 1976. This was followed by a lovely poetry reading by Miranda Patuleni. The keynote 
address was done by Rev. Zukile Bloro 
who read James 1:18. He urged us as 
God's chosen generation to bear fruits 
that resemble Christ and His Word.  

Furthermore, Rev. Bloro addressed the 
challenges facing today’s youth at 
church, namely a lack of commitment, 
interest, responsibility and enthusiasm. 
He also pointed out that drugs, the high 
unemployment rate, teenage 
pregnancy, the HIV-AIDS pandemic, the 
“blesser” trend among teenage girls and 
illiteracy are major concerns.  

Rev. Bloro's advice to young people 
dealing with the above challenges is to 
get involved in community matters, to 
accommodate everyone, to interact with 
people from various backgrounds and 
to find practical ways to make a 
difference. 
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CRAFTS FOR CHRIST 
SUPPORTS THOSE IN NEED 

 

by Charl Cilliers 

 

Various ladies from our congregation enjoyed a fun Thursday morning at Crafts for Christ. Lots of 
things were made and donated to the babies and children at our local provincial hospital.  

We are fortunate to have people from outside our congregation knitting and donating other things 
like nappies, face cloths, soap, and second-hand and new baby clothing. Thanks to one and all for 
your ongoing support. 
All the things handed out 
are immensely 
appreciated. Keep on 
caring and sharing with 
those who are less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ladies enjoying tea and biscuits before the knitting starts 

Babies at our provincial hospital with 
blankets, jerseys and beanies knitted by 
our Crafters for Christ 



Vol 2016 (#5) – pg. 8 
 

 

   

 

A REPORT FROM LOVE TO GIVE 
 

The Stellenbosch Community Development Programme, trading as Love to Give, is pleased to 
present you with our Impact Assessment Report July 2016.  

The aim of this report is to provide you with an overview of our activities and achievements, and to 
THANK YOU for your valued and continued support. 

Our aim is to fight malnutrition, prevent stunted 
growth and address obesity. We provide children 
in need with a nutritious meal that enables them 
to concentrate and learn better in school. Our 
beneficiaries are 100% black, all ages and both 
genders. 

Click on this link to download the full mid-year 
Impact Assessment Report of the Love to Give 
organisation  

Please also visit their website at http://lovetogive.org.za/. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/LOVE-TO-GIVE-Stellenbosch-United-Church-Report.pdf
http://lovetogive.org.za/
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NEWS FLASHES 
 

Three new elders were inducted on Sunday 24 July. They are Monte Maritz, Nolitha Ntshefu and 
Ronel Retief. We will introduce them to you in next month’s newsletter.  

 

Kayamandi confirmation class 
A couple from the Van 
Riebeek Street part of the 
congregation went to 
worship in Kayamandi 
and noticed a need for 
Bibles and hymn books. 
After consulting with 
Malibongwe Gwele, the 
size of the need was 
estimated. This included 
books for the 
confirmands. The books 
were ordered and are to 
be distributed at the discretion 
of the elders. What a joy to be able to share in this way! 

 

A new granddaughter for the Cilliers 
family 
Charl and June Cilliers have been blessed with a new granddaughter, 
Isabel Bianchi! 

Their daughter, Anne, married to Michele (an Italian), gave birth to her 
on 23 April 2016. Anne and baby Isabel are presently visiting Charl and 
June. 

In the photograph, she is wearing the dress Anne’s grandmother 
(June’s mother) gave to her on her birth 31 years ago! 
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Rio 2016 
We are very proud to have two Rio Paralympians in our congregation: Zanele Situ, who will be 
taking part in discus, javelin and shot put; and Roxy Burns, who will be seen on the cycling 
velodrome. Zanele, who will be taking part in her fifth Paralympic Games, has been given the 
additional honour of carrying the flag at the opening ceremony in Rio on 7 September. This will be 
Roxy’s third Paralympics. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

- The prayer group meets in the church every Friday from 11h30–12h00.  

- Crafts for Christ meets every second Thursday of the month from 10h00–12h00 in 
the church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).  

- Quiz and potjie evening: Last year, many members attended our first ever quiz and 
potjie evening at the Table Restaurant at De Meye Wine Estate. This year's quiz and 
potjie evening will take place on Friday 19 August at 19h00 at the same venue. The 
cost will be R60 per person, excluding drinks. Due to limited space, we can only 
accommodate 42 persons, so make your booking at the Church office quickly. 

  

Wednesday 3 Aug Municipal Elections 

Tuesday 9 Aug Women’s Day 

Thursday 11 Aug Crafts for Christ meets every second Thursday of the month from 10h00–
12h00 

Friday 19 Aug Quiz and potjie evening at The Table at De Meye Wine Estate 
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