STELLENBOSCH UNITED CHURCH
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November 2017

Dear readers
The world seems to be spinning towards the end of
the year with alarming rapidity, and I am hanging
onto its coat tails and hoping I won’t miss
Christmas!
Tony starts off with a whole lot of economic facts
and figures. And yes, Tony, I was just about to get
irritated, when you steered us to the point of your
letter. It is to encourage us to make changes,
however small, in our lives so that we can make a
difference in the lives of others. Tony even stole a
march on me by urging you to look at our options of
ways to get involved at the end of the newsletter, so
I don’t need to mention it again.
Recently, two documents released by the National
Assembly that is of interest and importance with

regards to the situation in Zimbabwe and the uniting
talks recently revived by the UCCSA and UPSCA.
Malibongwe gives us a good overview of the
happenings in Kayamandi.
Seeing as it’s Christmas, you are getting not one
but two book reviews. Jenny Agnew reviews Half of
a Yellow Sun by CN Adichie, and gosh, Jenny, you
write so beautifully that we will certainly have to
rope you in to write some more for us and perhaps
even to do the odd introduction?!
Karin probably transgressed all sorts of copyright
regulations by “borrowing” a review of The
President’s Keepers, which appeared in the
Bolander earlier this month. She says it was worth
the risk, so please read it!
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Art with Heart really gets to the heart of the matter
for Christmas with a beautiful image of a Palestinian
mother and child.
There is quite a lot of feedback of various activities
these past few months, but let us start with some
newsflashes. Stan Ridge has recently been made a
fellow of the English Academy of Southern Africa.
Read the citation to see how prestigious it is to be
honoured in this way.
Prof. Richardson has been singled out once again
for publishing research with an impressive citing
rate.
What exciting news! David Wolfswinkel is off to
Germany in December with Martin Berger to
perform and conduct in the Bach Christmas
Oratorio. How fantastic is that?
Leanne provided another fun-filled day for the
children of the Ekanini crèche. They had a lively
picnic at the Jan Marais Park. I will be heading out
myself there with my group of motley patients for
our Christmas picnic, but I don’t expect it will be
quite as lively as Leanne’s party.

So much has been happening in our church. There
is feedback from the wonderfully successful Golf
Day, a fundraising event in Kayamandi, and a lovely
thanksgiving service in church last week. I hope you
have all pressed the download button by now so
that you can read and look at all the lovely photos
of some of these events.
It seems our commercial corner is firmly
established. You get the low-down on the Presby
Summer Youth Camp, Richard Cock conducting the
Boland Choir for a joyous evening of Christmas
carols, the Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers’ year-end
concert, and various services and sales.
I just can’t resist: please look at ways to get
involved in our church.
Finally, there is a list of calendar events. Please
take note that the last evening service for 2017 will
take place on 10 December, and the first one for
2018 on 21 January.
God bless and have a blessed Advent and
Christmas time.
Jane v Wilgen
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MESSAGE FROM TONY
Dear United Church family
It's Christmas! Well, almost. Actually, as I'm
writing this it is Black Friday. It's the birthday of
personal debt crisis. :-)
In truth, these special days and seasons are the
oil that lubricates the machine of retail trade. They
are actually good for us. They get cash moving.
I'm told by one of my close friends and
economists that this is one of the driving factors
behind economic growth: money changing hands.
Not only does it help the rich to save at their
favourite online (and non-virtual) stores, a positive
spin-off is that when conscientious businesses do
well, they also give back to the poorer
communities of our country. So I deserve the
mental reprimand you gave me for my cynicism in
the first paragraph of this letter.
Thing is though, that the contributions of corporate
South Africa to community poverty are not as
great as they might seem. Of course, we know
that the flow of funds from the central coffers is
hampered by political factors both bureaucratic
and nepotistic in nature. And there is a significant
gap between provision and need.
It doesn't take a rocket scientist to see that an
economy which saw over 90% of the wealth
owned by less than 10% of the people would take
serious strain if the artificial (and positively evil)
constructs of our past are to be undone. The term
"redistribution of wealth" would cost the "haves"
as much to deconstruct as it cost the "have nots"
during the apartheid period. And there are fewer
"haves" to bear the cost.
If you are already irritable from reading this,
please take a moment. Take a deep breath and

realise that there is no place for guilt. Romans 8:1
says, "there is no condemnation for those in Christ
Jesus". We, as Christians, are set free to think
about all of this beyond guilt and beyond
hopelessness. What is happening within you is
that the Spirit of God is already changing you to
make you want to do God's will (Phil 2:13 & Rom
12:1-2). God is making you not only aware of the
needs in our community, but He's making you and
me aware of the opportunities to make a change;
and of our ability to effect that change.
Do not be discouraged if it seems only small. If
you researched the contribution of corporate
donations to the poor, you'd find it to be in the low
single figures. (1-2% of profits). Whereas you as a
community already contribute more than that to
needs in our town.
So the word to you this Christmas is this:
If you're hearing that still small voice within saying,
"Make a difference," then start small, with an
individual or a small group. First, just say, "Hello."
Then give some time to care and love. Take some
advice from experts on how to give financially.
You can also get on board with something which
is already happening. Finally: give thanks to God
for the opportunity to serve Him in the most
beautiful way.
Please have a look further on in the newsletter at
the list of ways in which you, as United Church,
already serve. And know this: You are a saint!
(Romans, Corinthians, Galatians etc. Chapter 1)
Love
Tony
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PASTORAL MESSAGE ON THE SITUATION IN
ZIMBABWE - Press Statement of 15 Nov 2017
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UCCSA - UPCSA UNION TALKS LAUNCH
COVENANT
The UCCSA and UPSCA have recently decided to revive union talks. To this end, the following document
was drafted:

United Congregational Church
of Southern Africa

UNION TALKS BETWEEN THE
UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF SOUTHERN AFRICA (UCCSA)
AND
UNITING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA (UPCSA)

PREAMBLE
Church Unity between the UCCSA and the UPCSA conjures up memories of an
historical sense of failure and weary theological minds, uninspired by the lack of
commitment to make unity work.
We could ask the question if our historical divides will help the church to grow, to
help our worshiping communities to find renewal of the Holy Spirit in their lives and
to be witnesses in our world to an undivided church that uses its resources more
effectively and efficiently. Our separate histories have helped to form who we are
today, but cannot be the only factor that keeps us un-united.
There is an old Christian refrain which points to an (ecumenical) UNITED
EXPRESSION OF faith:We are not divided;
All one body we:
One in hope and doctrine,
One in charity.
This paper presents the basis for revived conversations contemplating the
denominational merger between the Congregational Church of Southern Africa and
the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa.
The fact that the renewed deliberations are the result of the failure of the earlier
attempt at the merger of the two Denominations, advocates that the current
discourses require caution. Much care should be given to ensure that the present
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approach is comprehensively researched so that a stimulating set of proposals are
placed before decision-makers.
To this end one is drawn to three aspects which should be addressed in formulating a
set of commendations towards the desired goal. Simply put, the subjects should,
include the Biblical basis of church unity and the theological construct of
“ecumenism”. This, then, should lead to the resulting ecclesiastical union of the two
denominations in one common form of government.

UNITY: THE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
There is one God. He (GOD) is holy and has given himself (GODSELF) in
love.
His (GOD’S) church, therefore, should reflect his (GOD’S) own character;
We should be united and holy or else we lie about him (GOD)!
(Mark Dever, Twelve Challenges Churches Face (2008))

Establishing what the Bible says about unity is not an uncomplicated problem with
easy solutions. Certainly not in the times we live IN and from the New Testament
itself.
Many modern Christians consider it difficult- if not impossible – to find a Biblical
blueprint/IMPERATIVE of a single normative pattern for the church unity.
It is also important to appreciate that when employing the Bible as supportive to
Denominational unity that there is a modern-day crisis in Biblical authority in that
congregants are assailed by other “authorities” such as science, sports, mass media
and personal experience. The theologian James D Smart referred to this as “the
strange silence of the Bible in the Church.” YET, GOD WOULD REMAIN IN THE
CLOUDS IF WE DID NOT REFLECT ON ALL THAT IMPACTS OUR LIVES IN
RELATION TO THE GOD WE HAVE PRIMARILY AND HISTORICALLY COME TO
KNOW THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES.
Nevertheless, from a Biblical perspective on the subject of Church Unity, the Apostle
Paul was clear in his letter to the Corinthian Church …. that the church is the body of
Christ and there is no rupture/schism in the body (cf. 1 Cor. 12:25). Further Paul
added that as in the human body, there is diversity in unity and unity in diversity (cf.
1 Cor. 12). The point stressed by Paul is if there is unity it follows that this unity must
express itself in all the functions which belong to the church. Since government in
the church is an institution of Christ (cf. Rom. 12:8; 1 Cor. 12:28; 1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:7,
1 Pet 5:1, 2), this unity must be expressed in government. The necessary inference to
be drawn is that the government of the Church should manifest the unity and
embrace this in respect of its functioning.
A notable support of church unity is found in John 17:20 - 22 when Jesus said “I ask
not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me
through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I in you,
may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The
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glory which you have given me I have given to them that they may be one, just as we
are one."

UNITY: THE THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
Never resign yourself to the scandal of the divisions of Christians.
(The Rule of Taizé)

The unity and diversity of the early church affirmed in Scripture was largely
maintained for centuries, in spite of controversy and theological dispute. Despite its
considerable diversity the New Testament maintains a remarkable unanimity on
many aspects of unity. The Unity of the church is not merely a desirable feature of
the life of the church but is a condition of the church’s very existence.
For a significant part of the Christian world today, the highest aim of the Christian
faith is the reconciliation of all humanity into a full and conscious union as one
Christian Church, visibly united with mutual accountability between the parts and
the whole. The desire is expressed by many denominations of Christendom, that all
who profess faith in Christ in sincerity, would be more fully cooperative and
supportive of one another if there were better unity.
Significantly a majority of Christians contemporarily hold to ultimate faith in the
reconciliation of all humanity. Thus it can be accepted that this would translate into
a complete union as one Christian church, manifestly united with reciprocal
responsibility between the parts and the whole. Thereby all who profess faith in
Christ in genuineness would be more fully cooperative and supportive of one
another.
It is worth noting that there are several cases of successful union of two or more
churches, as in the formation of the United Reformed church in 1972 from the
Congregational church of England and Wales and the Presbyterian church of
England; and of the uniting church in 1977 from the Australian Congregational
Union, Methodist church and Presbyterian church.

UNITY: A COMMON VISION
The church is the household of God – a family of faith.
The church is a holy temple in which God dwells by his Spirit.
Three images of the church: kingdom, household, temple.

(Phillips, Ryken and Dever: The Church, One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic (2004))

The question that needs to be answered is what kind of unity is being sought.
Probably the earlier failure of the sought-for merger of the Congregational Church of
Southern Africa and the Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa resulted from the
nature of the unity. This nature was not fully explored and placed before the
decision-makers of that time. Incomplete definitions were circulated and the goals
and vision were not fully articulated. This must be avoided in the current discourse.
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Fortunately, at the ground level there have been a number of successful unions in
South Africa between local Congregational and Presbyterian parishes, which have
adopted a nomenclature of “United.” This suggests that there is little need “to
reinvent the wheel;” merely an adoption of the best and successful practices in the
local United churches.
However, the challenge lies in obtaining a common vision of Denominational unity
at the government level. This will require placing people in an organizational unity
having regard to their differences and their spiritual convictions. What must be
avoided is the subtle stumbling block that with few adjustments the image of unity
will be that our denomination is best and that the shape of the united
denominations will be like our church.
Again, it is worth considering that research be carried out at, inter alia, those
overseas denominational unions which will provide a range of best and successful
practices which can give guidance to the proposals that will be formulated to
decision-makers when the current discussions are complete.
Our present danger is not that of creating a “super church.”
It is rather the danger of accepting something less than the Church of
Christ gives us. (COCU Principles of Church Union, 1967)
OUR COVENANT COMMITMENTS AS THE UCCSA AND THE UPCSA ARE:
1. TO GIVE THE DISCUSSIONS OF UNION AND THE DELIVERY OF THE
MANDATES PROMINENCE IN BOTH DENOMINATIONS AND AT THE
RESPECTIVE LEVELS OF CHURCH GATHERING
2. TO DO THE RESPECTIVE TASKS OF ALL WORKING GROUPS WITHIN THE
TIMEFRAMES SET OUT BY THE WORKING GROUP
3. TO REPORT TO THE RELEVANT LEADERSHIP STRUCTURES ON THE
PROGRESS OF THE DELIBERATIONS
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KAYAMANDI MINISTRY REFLECTIONS
by Malibongwe Gwele

October and November are always busy months for us and this year was not different. It is the time in which
we finalize preparations for our annual thanksgiving/fundraising day, which is on the first weekend of
November every year. So we continued with the weekly prayers we started in October. The basis of the
prayers was twofold; firstly, in our reading of the signs of the time, we realize that the faith levels of the
congregation are low, demonstrably by the low levels of regular worship, commitment in giving and other
congregation activities. Secondly, we have come to realize that thanksgiving is not an event but a process
through which we bring back to God not only our gifts but ourselves first. Besides, any form of giving is a
faith issue. There is always a struggle and tension between secular things and sacred things, and how we
deal with that is a key stewardship balance, but stewardship is a faith issue, not a financial issue.
In preparation for our thanksgiving services, we could not help but remember the late elder Ntombentsha
Gwele who was the champion of this service. She loved it with all her heart. We missed her so much this
year as we did last, because she passed on in October last year a few days before the thanksgiving. Her
commitment to this service invoked a lot of emotions as we got towards the service. It invoked a number of
principles she held high as a leader:
•

She was a selfless leader who gave herself wholeheartedly in everything she did.

•

She was a good listener who always brought to the council of elders the feelings and sentiments of
the congregants.

•

She was straightforward – telling it as is.

•

She was very ruthless and rough in her approach, but also very considerate and understanding.

Her commitment in this project was unparalleled. A year before she passed on, she contributed the highest
amount of all of us in Kayamandi. That was exemplary to all of us, given the fact that she was working as a
domestic worker. She raised this money by selling chicken through the year and this she didn’t do alone but
with other women in the congregation. She had the ability to galvanize people towards a course. We miss
her a lot, and may her soul rest in peace.

Mazondi, as she was popularly
known

The late elder Ntombentsha Gwele
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The day of the thanksgiving
This is always a spirit-led day. The mood is joyous. The expressions in people’s faces tell it all. The two
clusters that are competing with each other are teasing each other. The finance committee, having met to
consolidate all the contributions that were received through the month, are the centre of attention. Both
groups are fishing for hints about how much each group has raised so far.
This remains one of the significant days in the calendar of Kayamandi events. All monies raised on this day
go to a separate building fund account. The idea is to begin raising money so that once we get the piece of
land where we can build, there will at least be a start-up fund. This year we managed to raise R58 000, just
falling short from our target of R60 000. We are pleased by the commitment shown by the congregation,
given the current economic pressures that we are all going through.
What happened on the day can be better expressed in these pictures.

Prison visit
As you may remember, we shared in September that we visited Drakenstein Prison where we conducted a
service for inmates and prayed with them. Due to the impact of the previous service, we got a request to visit
again sooner than we had planned. We attended the service, honored by the presence of the head of the
prison. We are humbled by the response we are getting and pray unceasingly for those who are in prison.
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Planning session
On 27 October 2017, we had a planning
session for all Kayamandi elders. This
was held at Muldersvlei Estate, and we
would like to thank Helen Stark for being
so hospitable. She spent an hour of her
time taking us through her garden, where
we harvested some of her strawberries.
She gave each of the elders a beautiful
rose plus a tree to plant at home. We are
indeed grateful for her love and that she
opened her place for us to reflect together
about the year and begin planning for
next year. Furthermore, it was a moment
for us to debrief and to laugh together.
Induction of Khuselwa Ngonyamana in
IYZA
Every third Sunday of the month, Rev. Tony Robison is on duty at the Kayamandi congregation. This month,
on 19 November, on top of the sermon, he conducted a robing service where Khuselwa Ngonyamana was
being inducted into membership of IYZA, a young women’s association in our congregation.

UPCOMING EVENTS
•

3 December 2017 - Baptism and confirmation

•

22-26 January 2018 - Prayer week

•

28 January 2018 - Covenant renewal service

•

11 March 2018 - Emergency fund fundraising
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Thanksgiving in Pictures
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BOOK CORNER
Jenny Agnew
HALF OF A YELLOW SUN
By: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
This book is set in 1960s Nigeria, a country blighted by civil war – the NigeriaBiafra war.
The book focuses on the experiences of a small group of people who are
experiencing the conflict from very different points of view. Three lives intersect:
Ugwu, a boy from a poor village who works as a houseboy for a university
lecturer; Olanna, a young woman, who has abandoned her life of privilege in
Lagos, to live with her charismatic new lover, the professor; and Richard, a shy
Englishman in thrall to Olanna’s enigmatic twin sister. When the shocking horror
of the war engulfs them, their loyalties are severely tested.
At times heartbreaking, at times funny, the book is beautifully written. Adichie
wanted to write about love and war as she grew up in the shadow of Biafra,
having lost both grandfathers in this war. She did not want the political events to
overwhelm the human story.
Adichie herself says she wrote characters who are driven by impulses that they
may not always be consciously aware of, as she did not want to bore the reader
exploring the characters’ every thought. The reader becomes involved in each character’s life, their flaws,
and their being needy, human and real. Set among the ravages of war, Adichie poignantly handles all the
human emotions in a range of circumstances from romance to conflict.

THE PRESIDENT’S KEEPERS: THOSE KEEPING ZUMA IN POWER AND OUT OF PRISON
By: Jacques Pauw
This review by Johan Harvey originally appeared in the Bolander on Wednesday
15 November 2017.
Forget for a second the damning allegations that have been levelled against the
highest powers in the land. Forget the hugely successful marketing campaign
that ensured the book remain under wraps to all but those closest to the project.
And forget the explosive fall-out that has followed its release.
Instead ask why The President’s Keepers has come to be a global hit, placing
among the top 10 on Amazon.com and demanding a second print run of
thousands within hours.
There’s no denying the allegations of skullduggery, corruption and underworld
criminality in the top tier of government have shaken South Africa to its core, but
why this particular book, when there have been others to attempt to peel back
the layers of the Zuma regime?
It comes down to Pauw himself. Few, if any, journalists working today would have accumulated as many
contacts as the veteran reporter over his career.
Significantly, not the types of contacts whose names are guaranteed soundbites (the staple of the modern,
digitally-orientated reporter), but those figures in the shadows who surveil the true wheelings and dealings of
the political elite.
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By cultivating such relationships over a decades-long career, he has been able to siphon secrets way
beyond the daily headlines and hashtags. The Nkandla scandal suddenly pales in comparison to the billions
of rands now being talked about within the context of graft and gangsterism.
It’s also impossible not to draw comparisons with Watergate, and the efforts of Washington Post reporters
Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein in bringing down US president Richard Nixon in the 1970s, captured in
their book All the President’s Men and later to become an Oscar-winning film.
What Pauw has done is capture the sensational without ever being sensational.
Instead he presents the testimonies of his sources as accurately and honestly as possible, giving conviction
to the chapters by detailing the exact locations and times of his meetings, or explaining how he came to be in
possession of one or other document.
While he offers opinions on what he encounters, he is never given to emotion and hyperbole. There is no
need, when at the very least highly-credible allegations are stranger than fiction.
But perhaps the most overarching outcome of Pauw's book is that through good oldfashioned, hard-nosed
reporting, he has painted Zuma and those around him into a corner.
All the court cases launched by opposition parties, the protests clogging city centres, the endless Twitter
campaigns; arguably none have had the impact of The President's Keepers in exposing the depths of
Zuma's rabbit hole.
Court cases loom, but for the president and those around him, it is a catch-22: Sue for libel, and their lawyers
have to prove in law the allegations are untrue; flatly deny what has been written without legal action, and
prosecution is imminent.
Whatever happens from here is anyone's guess, given South Africa's uncertain turbulent landscape, but
regardless of what's next, this is a book that will be referred to for generations to come.

ART WITH HEART
Jane Plantinga

‘Mary of Nazereth, mother of Jesus: Bible Women: Hebron Mother with
Child'….
In searching for images of Mary on Google, this photographic image
(photographer unknown) leapt out at me. I love the authenticity of this
portrayal of Mary, a Semite in traditional dress, with child. The youthful
playfulness and joy of this Palestinian woman is a delight. And that
smile...
Hebron is a Palestinian city in the southern West Bank, about 30 km
south of Jerusalem. It has a population of 215 452 Palestinians (2016) of
which the Christian population is 2.5% and approximately 850 Jewish
settlers.
Jews, Christians and Muslims all venerate the city of Hebron for its
association with Abraham. It includes the traditional burial site of the
biblical patriarchs and matriarchs, within the Cave of the Patriarchs.
Judaism ranks Hebron as the second holiest city after Jerusalem. Islam
regards it as one of the four holy cities.
The Old town of Hebron was declared a world heritage site by UNESCO in July 2017.
Additional source: Wikipedia
Vol. 2017 (#10) – pg. 16

FEEDBACK AND NEWSFLASHES
Prof. Ridge becomes a fellow of the English Academy of Southern Africa
Congratulations to Prof. Stan Ridge who has been elected a fellow of the English Academy of Southern
Africa (FEASA). One of the first two to be honoured in this way.
An extract from the citation:
Stan’s designation as Uomo Universale is borne out in the wide scope of his publishing
and research interests. At the same time, the combination of erudite administrator,
visionary policy-maker, excellent scholar and passionate teacher is rare, since one
usually finds a leaning towards one at the expense of the other. This, coupled with the
unstinting generosity of spirit characterising Stan’s interactions with all of us, colleagues
and students alike, make it hard to quantify his deep and many-faceted contribution,
which has prompted the English Academy to present him with this fellowship. Perhaps
one should simply say: ‘Stan, you have broadened our knowledge horizons by example,
your intellectual energy has been infectious, and we know that you will tackle the
current battle with ill-health with the same fortitude and passion which have become
your signature.

Another accolade for Prof. Richardson
Prof. Dave Richardson from the Department of Botany & Zoology at Stellenbosch University’s Faculty of
Science Centre for Invasion Biology is listed on Clarivate Analytics Web of Science 2017 as a Highly Cited
Researcher. These researchers have distinguished themselves by publishing a high number of papers that
rank in the top 1% most-cited in their respective fields over a recent 11-year period. Congratulations, Dave!

David Wolfswinkel to study and conduct with Martin Berger
David has been awarded the Stipendiat from the amerata Academica Freiburg, and will be traveling to
Germany this December to perform the Bach Christmas Oratorio there alongside the orchestra, also working
as the assistant conductor for Maestro Martin Berger who will be leading the performance. David is studying
conducting under Dr Berger, who earlier suggested that David audition for the Stipendiat even though the
prize is intended for master’s or postgraduate students with a high level of technical skill in conducting. As
part of the audition, David had to conduct the first three of the six cantatas in the Christmas Oratorio, sing all
of the choir and recitative parts and be able to answer questions about the work.

Ekanini Christmas party in Jan Marais Park
Leanne Seeliger
More than 30 children from the Enkanini Saturday Bible Study enjoyed a
blessed Christmas party at Jan Marais Park on Saturday 25 November.
The children, who live in the informal settlement of Enkanini, were presented
with Xhosa children’s Bibles and gifts from Santa Shoebox. The morning
was filled with shrieks of joy and much laughter as the children unwrapped
their presents and enjoyed the food and cool drinks donated.
Other highlights of the morning event were a nature walk around Jan Marais
Park, a workout at the outdoor gym in the park and a prayerful walk around
the labyrinth. The children also presented a self-directed play on child abuse
and entertained the visitors with some traditional Xhosa dances.
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The Bible study, that is held every Saturday morning
at the education centre in Enkanini, has been
supported by volunteers from several churches in
Stellenbosch, including the United Presbyterian
Church, the Baptist Church, Christ Church and the
Anglican Church on the Braak.

The children attending the Bible study every week
are taught lessons from Scripture, encouraged to
memorise Bible verses and sing songs of praise
and worship. More recently, with the help of
township youth, they have started a traditional
dance group.
If you would like to volunteer or become more
involved in the Saturday Bible Study group, you are
welcome to contact Leanne Seeliger on 072 203 2113.

Golf Day
Brian Sheperd
The annual SUC Golf Day was held at the Devonvale Golf Club on 16 November 2017.
What a beautiful day God gave us, although I think we all would have loved to have some rain to not only
help with the drought, but cool us down. The field was completely booked out with a number of ladies getting
up early to play their game in the cooler morning. The early risers were provided with a free breakfast and
some other special treats.
The day ended with dinner, prize-giving and the very popular auction at Knorhoek’s Towerbosch Restaurant.
What a spread the restaurant produced, and we are sure that nobody went back home hungry. A huge thank
you must go to the Van Niekerk family for once again inviting us to the farm for the dinner and prize-giving
and to the restaurant staff for really making us feel special.
What fantastic prizes we had! We were able to provide prizes to almost half the players which we know will
bring them back next year. A huge thank you to all those who contributed in providing prizes, auction items,
donations and wet holes. The day would just not be the same without your generosity.
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The scores were all very good. Our winners of the day were the four-ball team from Mediclinic. Well done!
Mark Philp, our very talented auctioneer, completed the day’s events with our auction. The generosity of
those who bid for the many items on auction was awesome.
As per tradition, the last items auctioned were 32 very special cupcakes. Following many bids, the final
bidder paid R7 000 for the cupcakes.
Thank you to Mark for leading the team in arranging the day and to Carol, Hansie, Erik, Berta, Sanelle,
Lizl, and Brian for enjoying some good glasses of wine at the many planning meetings they attended before
the big day.
The best news of all is the final amount raised during the day was R118 000. Wow!

Thanksgiving Sunday at Riebeeck Street congregation
What would you write on the board? On
Thanksgiving Sunday members were invited to write
down some of the things they are thankful for. There
were beautiful witnesses from members and
numerous ways of thanksgiving by a choir and
orchestra, and a general feeling of thanksgiving for
our community and for the work that Tony is doing.

One of the
highlights of the day was a
slideshow of all of the ways in which
United Church gives away and
cares for the community. Here is a
list of some of the things we
celebrated:
Hospice: Every Tuesday,
Stellenbosch Hospice uses our hall
to entertain approximately 30 of
their outpatients.
Food parcels: 23 needy families in
Kayamandi are given food parcels to the value of around R4 000 per month.
Night Shelter tickets: About 45 tickets worth R7 each are given out each month (R4 000 p.a.).
Stellenbosch Trauma Centre: A team of 14 ladies provide soup in winter and eggs and bread in summer
every Saturday. Clothing and shoes are also distributed.
Stellenbosch Hospital moms: Our Crafts for Christ ladies makes items to add to the clothing and blankets
donated by members and that are then distributed to new moms in the Stellenbosch hospital.
Love to Give: Your donations of clothing, and any house hold items, help women operate their own
businesses to support their families.
Kayamandi Crèche (Trauma Centre): Amazing support for the staff and children by raising resources and
spending time at the crèche.
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Masifunde Crèche: At least R900 per month is donated for food and security at this crèche. Children are
cared for by members from the Presbyterian Church.
Ekanini Bible Study: Every Saturday a team of people teach the Bible to children of Ekanini informal
settlement. You give gifts for the Christmas party every year.
Retiring offerings collected at every communion service goes for: Geluksoord, The Presbyterian Education
Fund, Stellenbosch Hospital, Animal Welfare, Kayamandi Trauma Centre, Aids Action, Stellenbosch Night
Shelter, Project for the Aged, Child Welfare in Stellenbosch and our own Benevolent Fund all benefit.
Approximately R7 000 was collected this year.
Stellemploy: Stellemploy works to help the unemployed in
Stellenbosch find work. You donate R1 135 each month.
Care Coins: These funds go to the Stellenbosch Animal
Welfare, specifically for sterilization in the townships.
Approximately R1 425 was collected this year.
Cards: Beautiful cards for all occasions ares old in the office
and Azaleahof. R1 600 was raised this year.
Books: R12 580 was collected through the book sales this
year.
Bazaar: R48 000 was raised this year.
Golf Day: More than R100 000.
Organ recital: R16 000 was raised this year.
Kayamandi fundraiser: Our Kayamandi congregation managed to
raise R58 000 for their building fund!
We also give thanks for the people responsible for: flower
arrangements, clean towels in the bathrooms, clean communion
cloths, counting and banking of the offerings, crèche and tea
duties, Sunday school teachers, the upkeep of the garden and
building…the list just goes on and on!
More than R450 000 in goods and cash was raised and given away by you in 2016/2017, and over
1 000 families were impacted by your help! Thank you to all SUC members!

Presby Youth Summer Camp
Don’t miss out on this exciting weekend!
The cost for the camp is R350 per person.
Forms are available from Andrew Snyders
(coordinator). He can be contacted on 084 453
8191. Should you have any other queries
regarding the camp, please send it to
presbysummercamp@gmail.com.

Adverts
Christmas Carols and Joy is a Festive picnic concert featuring the Boland Choir directed by Richard Cock.
Come and enjoy all your Christmas favourites under the stars at Oude Libertas from 16 – 17 Dec. Tickets
cost R200 - R220 at Computicket.
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Join our own Harri Kemp and the Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers for an
unforgettable evening of song at their end-of-year concert on 7 December at
19h30. See the poster for more details.

Audrey has a beautifully written and illustrated Afrikaans verse book, Heidiedel-dool, on sale for R100. This book is being sold in aid of a bursary
fund for the Stellenbosch Noord Church, which Liena Hoffman has set up. A
delightful Christmas present for little ones. Contact Audrey on 021 887 0495.

Our organist, Estelle, offers music lessons for all! Skills you could acquire or
improved include Improvisation, composing songs, classical and jazz/pop
piano, opera and pop singing, organ lessons, theory of music lessons and Gr.
8- 12 school music. The cost is R250 for 1 hour and R130 for 30 minutes for
church congregants. For your convenience, Estelle will come to your house. Contact Estelle at
estellevd@gmail.com or meet her at the organ after Sunday service.

Enrique Miller is offering part-time work. He has a mobile cleaning kit used for cars, driveways, etc.
Contact Enrique on 082 335 9125.

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Prayer meeting

Kayamandi Trauma Centre

A prayer group led by Tony meets in his
office every Tuesday at 10 am. He begins
with a short reading and then encourages
folks to “pray as they are led” either out loud,
or to participate by listening to the prayers of
others. Currently a group of eight meet
every week. During this time, the secretary’s
office is closed.

We give boiled eggs instead of soup at the
soup kitchen in the warmer weather, so we
need donations to buy eggs, please.
Contact Carol Chase: 021 887 1781,
crlchase@gmail.com, 073 534 3738.

Bible study
Tony is leading a Bible study in the meeting
room every Wednesday from 10h00-11h30.
All welcome.

Clothes
Don’t forget to bring clothing and household
goods for our Love to Give project, as well
as any baby and children’s clothes for
Louise to take to the hospital.

Books
A wonderful new selection of books is
available in the hall at R20 each. The total
sold since January is now at R12 580!
Thanks for all your support.

Cards
Marion Smit has made beautiful Christmas
cards. R5 each. All proceeds go to our
Benevolent Fund to support those in need.

Care Coins
Please take a bottle from the foyer and
collect your small change in aid of our
charities. The total collected so far this year
is R1 425.
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Serving tea
Carol is looking for volunteers to serve tea
and coffee after church. Please contact her
at crlchase@gmail.com or on 021 887 1781
or 073 534 3738.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sun 3 Dec

Thu 7 Dec
7-10 Dec
Sat 9 Dec
Sun 10 Dec
Thu 14 Dec
16 & 17 Dec
Sun 10 Dec
Sun 17 Dec
Sun 24 Dec
Mon 25 Dec
Wed Jan 17
22-26 Jan
28 Jan
11 March

FIRST Sunday of Advent
Christmas party for the elderly
Baptism and Confirmation
Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers performing at the
PJ Olivier Art Centre
Presby Youth Summer Camp
Masifunde Christmas party
Last evening service for the year at Riebeeck Street
Crafts for Christ
Christmas Carols and Joy Festive Season Concert Oude
Libertas
SECOND Sunday of Advent
THIRD Sunday of Advent
FOURTH Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve service @ 23h30
Christmas Day service @ 08h00
Schools open for the 2018 school year
Prayer week in Kayamandi
Covenant renewal service in Kayamandi
Emergency fund fundraising in Kayamandi

Crafts for Christ meet every second Thursday of the month from 10h00 - 12h00
in the church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).

The last evening service for this year will be on 10
December, and the first evening service for 2018 will be on
21 January.
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