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Dear readers
Karin has been burning the midnight oil in order to
get the newsletter out before the Easter Bunny gets
here and I must say, it is full of Easter treats.
Tony dons a rather scholarly hat for his letter, which
is a review of the development of critical
approaches to both the Old and New Testament.
This inevitably has lead to many questions and a
mistrust of “the scholarly truths” of the Bible.
Naturally, the Resurrection also comes under great
scrutiny.
Tony draws the discussion together nicely at the
end, and because his intention was to give us food
for thought, he punctuates the end with a beautiful
cup of coffee!
The next article is from Richard Rohr’s Daily
Devotions, in which he guides us through the “arc of

life” and the development of human consciousness
and faith. It complements Tony’s article beautifully.
For fear of misrepresenting anything he says,
please read it for yourselves. I found it extremely
enlightening and helpful.
Thanks to Jane P for stepping in with a book
recommendation for our book review corner. Delice
Thompson has been coerced (actually gracefully
agreed) to do regular book reviews for us. However,
we encourage all who want to share a special read
with us, to do so.
Art with Heart is simply lovely. In fact, the entire
newsletter is peppered with artistic photographs.
Moving on to feedback and newsflashes, Tony
gives us an update of the TTT (Time, Talent and
Tithe series). He is humbled by the great spirit of
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church

grandchildren and have sent a charming photo of
them.

Hari Kemp and the rest of the Madrigal singers are
off to The Big Apple in April. We wish them every
success and encourage all of you to attend their
last two fundraiser concerts!

I sincerely hope the palm crosses were much
appreciated on Sunday as it seemed non-drought
affected palm leaves had to be sourced from Dos in
the eleventh hour. He obliged with leaves from our
very own church nogal. The rest of the afternoon
worked well with promises of treats if the cross
makers kept their noses to the grindstone and
churned out the required number of palm crosses.

generosity and
community.

love

shown

by

our

Tony features quite a bit in this edition (perhaps he
is the Easter Bunny?) This time he and his beautiful
wife Helena, are wearing cycling hats because they
took part in the Cape Town Cycle Tour. They are
both still smiling, so I assume the photo was taken
at the start of the race. (Actually, the only time I
ever felt guilty about being in church, was a Sunday
some years ago in March, when David Hunter cast
his eyes over a rather meagre flock and said
sorrowfully, “I guess we are the ones that are not
taking part in the Argus today.” I resolved that I
would be cycling in the very next Argus, but have
somehow not managed to do so!)

Before you head off for the Easter weekend, please
pause by ways to get involved in the church, look at
the extensive diary of events and take a squizz at
our Sharing Resources corner. It is basically an
advertising space and members are welcome to
advertise their special skills and services here.
Have a blessed Easter
Jane v Wilgen

Next we meet little James and Daniel. The De
Muncks are delighted to have another set of twin
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MESSAGE FROM TONY
Dear family
th

The 19 century found the human race riding a
wave of enlightenment fueled by achievement in
science, the arts, philosophy and almost every
area of progress. Theology, too, found its new
groove with the (mainly German) “critical”
approach to the Bible. Theologians noticed certain
similarities between the Gospels and began to ask
questions about the pre-history of the New
Testament. At the same time, Old Testament
theologians began to ask why there appear to be
two accounts of creation at the beginning of
Genesis and why there seem to be conflicting
accounts of, for example, the institution of the
monarchy in Israel. All of this led to an approach
to the Bible called “higher criticism”.

This led to a difficult time in theology, but
especially in preaching throughout the world.
Ministers who attended seminaries had to contend
with preaching of a gospel which has no basis in
history. At the same time humanity faced one of
its darkest periods with two world wars, economic
and natural disasters along with several
ideological challenges to the Christian faith.
Moreover, growing globalization meant that the
other religions were now on the doorstep of the
Western world. What began as honest theological
pursuit meant that Ministers throughout the world
were uncertain of the value of their Scriptures in
knowing the Christ they claimed as their unique
Saviour.

Theologians began to apply the disciplines of
history, sociology and literary studies, among
others, to the Bible. One of these was “source
criticism” and, as a result, the Gospels were
divided into parts which were common to all and
then those which were peculiar to the particular
Gospel. The former were assumed to have
originated in some pre-existent source. The theory
gained traction that the Gospels were composed
in the centuries after Christ’s death and
resurrection by the early church and some even
as late as the Gnostic era (third century).

Roll on the 1960s. Karl Barth, who was the first
theologian to find his face on the cover of Time
magazine (Jesus did too – although Bultmann
would claim it wasn’t really his face ),
questioned the value of the “higher” critics while
using their work to return theological thought to
the centrality of Christ. His work led to greater
effort being expended in knowing the actual Jesus
of the Bible. While the Evangelicals were still not
impressed, his work was pivotal in a new wave of
historical work on the life of Jesus. Albert
Schweitzer’s “Quest” for the historical Jesus was
set aside for a “New Quest”, which embarked on
the journey with more hope. But it wasn’t until late
in the 20th century that E.P. Sanders wrote his
work Jesus and Judaism, which recognized that
much of the work of Schweitzer and others had
Hellenised Jesus and the Gospels (i.e. made him
out to be a Greek wisdom teacher), while he stood
firmly in the Rabbinical tradition of the 400 years
straddling his life. This recognition of the
Jewishness of Jesus and the New Testament
gave rise to a new excitement about the Bible.
Canonical theology, with B.S. Childs and Walter
Brueggemann (although Brueggemann might not
put himself in that camp) renewed faith in the
value and historicity of the Bible and brought new
rd
interest in the Gospels, leading to the “3 Quest”
for the historical Jesus, on which the work of N.
Tom Wright follows.

What resulted was a mistrust of the historical truth
of the Gospels, and it was Albert Schweitzer who
wrote that it was impossible to know the true
Jesus of history from the Gospels, although he did
reject a “secular” Christ of the critical school.
This left Christianity in a quandary. How could one
know Jesus from the Bible when the picture we
have is at best a silhouette and at worst a
Jackson Pollock? (Excuse the anachronism,
Pollock was 20th century, I know).
Rudolph Bultmann took criticism a step further
with his process of “de-mythologising” the
Gospels by removing all of the “mythical” parts.
This meant that the miracles were the first to go.
Then the sayings which claimed the divinity of
Jesus, along with the virgin birth and the
resurrection, were disclaimed as “late” and so
spurious.
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This month we celebrate the Resurrection. There
have been several reasons given why the
Resurrection cannot be historical, not least of
which that resurrections do not happen. The
“higher” critics rejected the notion of a historical
resurrection in favour of it being a construct of the
early Church, claiming that it was a metaphorical
resurrection in the hearts and minds of Christians.
That is not good enough for N.T. Wright. He made
the point that a person would be unlikely to die for
a metaphor!
He wrote regarding the Resurrection:
What actually happened? Was it something that
happened to Jesus, or simply to the disciples?
Why
did
whatever-it-was-that-happened
generate the sort of movement that emerged?
The resurrection, however we understand it,
was the only reason they came up with for
supposing that Jesus stood for anything other
than a dream that might have come true but
didn’t. It was the only reason why his life and
words possessed any relevance two weeks, let
alone two millennia, after his death.

Lord”. I don’t know about you, but I would not die
for a metaphor. I would not even die for a myth or
legend. I would die if, because of the testimony of
those who were there, I knew that the Son of God
was crucified, dead and buried and then on the
third day was raised to life. May you know that this
Easter.
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Hallelujah!
Love
Tony
Disclaimer: This is not intended to be a scholarly essay, but it
is intended to provoke thought. For further studies, read
Wright’s Jesus and the Victory of God.

(Wright, N.T. (1996). Jesus and the victory of

God (p. 659). London: Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge)

Fox News reported that 90 000 Christians died for
their faith in 2016. Now that may mean a whole lot
of things, but even if only one legitimately died
because they hold Jesus to be the Risen Son of
God, then it’s significant.
In the first century thousands of Christians died for
this reason. They declared, treasonously against
Rome, that “Jesus is Lord” and not “Caesar is

.

FROM THE CENTER FOR ACTION AND
CONTEMPLATION
Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation for Monday 26 March 2018 expands on Tony’s message above:
GROWING IN LOVE'S LIKENESS (Human Development in Scripture)
It is helpful for us to know about the whole arc of life and where it is leading. Walter Brueggemann, one of my
favorite scripture scholars, brilliantly connects the development of the Hebrew Scriptures with the
development of human consciousness. Brueggemann identifies different stages in the three major parts of
the Hebrew Scriptures: the Torah, the Prophets, and the Wisdom literature.
The Torah, or the first five books, correspond, Brueggemann says, to the good and necessary “first half of
life.” This is the period in which the people of Israel were given their identity through law, tradition, structure,
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certitude, group ritual, clarity, and chosenness. It’s helpful and easiest for children if they can begin in this
way. Ideally, you first learn you are beloved by being mirrored in the loving gaze of your parents and those
around you. You realize you are special and life is good—and thus you feel “safe.” Loving people help you
form a healthy ego structure and boundaries.
The Prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures then introduce the necessary suffering, “stumbling stones,” and
failures that initiate you into the second half of life. Prophetic thinking is the capacity for healthy self-criticism,
the ability to recognize your own dark side, as the prophets did for Israel. Without facing their own failures,
suffering, and shadow, most people never move beyond narcissism and group thinking. Healthy self-criticism
helps you realize you are not that good, and your group is not the only chosen people. It begins to break
down either/or, dualistic thinking as you realize all things are both good and bad. This makes idolatry of
anything and war against anybody much less likely. The
prophets do not have much good to say about Israel, and
thus seem to have all been killed (Matthew 23:31-32). Thus
the “charism” of prophecy in its deepest sense has never
been much sought after by most Christian groups.
The leaven of self-criticism, added to the certainty of your
own specialness, will allow you to move to the third section of
the Hebrew Scriptures: the Wisdom Literature (many of the
Psalms, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Songs, Wisdom, and the
Book of Job). Here you discover the language of mystery and
paradox. This is what the second half of life is supposed to
feel like. You are strong enough now to hold together
contradictions in yourself, others, and the universe. And you
can do so with compassion, forgiveness, and patience. You
realize that your chosenness is for the sake of letting others
know they are chosen too!
I call this classic pattern of spiritual transformation “orderdisorder-reorder.” Paul calls it “the foolishness of the cross”
(see 1 Corinthians 1:18-25). There is no nonstop flight from
order to reorder. We have to go through a period of disruption
and disordering. What we first call “order” is almost always
too small and too self-serving. The nexus point, the crossover
moment, is one that neither conservatives nor liberals like or
even understand. It will always feel like folly.

photo Jane Plantinga

BOOK REVIEW
We are always looking for folk who have read edifying or simply vastly enjoyable books to come forward with
titles and a handful of sentences as to why. Please contribute your ideas. They would be so welcome.
Please send your ideas to janeplantinga1@gmail.com. Thank you in anticipation! I have just read, for
example, an excellent book by Daniel Silva called The Heist. The Washington Post describes him as “A
world-class practitioner of spy fiction”. The intrigue being set in a trio of countries – Israel, Syria and Austria –
made it all the more compelling. His latest book, The Other Woman, will be available in July and is already
on the New York Times best seller list.
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ART WITH HEART
This month’s artwork was chosen by Marianne Burger.

Christ is risen! Indeed, he is risen.
An angel appears at the empty tomb
of Christ on Easter morning in He Is
Not Here, a painting by contemporary
Chinese Christian artist He Qi..

Luke 24:46: He told them,
'This is what is written: The
Christ will suffer and rise
from the dead on the third
day, and repentance and
forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at
Jerusalem."
CNS photo courtesy of He Qi

FEEDBACK and NEWSFLASHES
Summary of the Time, Talent and Tithe series
Dear fellow pilgrims,
This is a short update on our three Ts: time, talent and tithe. Thank you for responding so well to the
stewardship challenge! We have been touched by your commitment and love for the community in the way
we’ve seen a response in all three areas. The Alpha course for third term has a growing number of people
involved, and there are inquiries every week for areas in which our members can become involved.
One of the lovely things, is that I am discovering more and more of our secret agents who work without
fanfare or reward to bring the love of God into people’s lives. It is remarkable how many areas of the lives of
people living in Stellenbosch and its surrounding areas are touched by our small church community. There
are farming projects, literacy, music, and craft projects; we have some helping in crèches and at hospitals.
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Some care through hospice and others through community policing. We have moms who care for teachers
and dads who ferry other people’s children to and fro. And still we have requests for places to “plug in” to the
work that Jesus has for us here.
One of the most humbling things that has come out of the TTT campaign was that I received a pledge form
from one of our members who has pledged to give when they themselves ought to receive financial care
from us! The widow’s two coins in action. We’ve also had a very large donation from someone we believe is
a committed member and we are so grateful that our church takes commitment seriously. It’s difficult to
gauge the pledged income until we’ve been doing it for a few years, but if we simply multiplied the pledged
amount by the ratio of total members to cards received, our income would theoretically more than double .
Thank you so much, United Church, for your heart for service and love.
Yours with His love
Tony

Madrigals off to New York

The Stellenbosch Madrigal Singers (featuring our congregation’s very own Harri Kemp) have been invited to take
part in The King’s Singers 50th anniversary concert at Carnegie Hall, New York City, in April 2018. As avid
supporters and performers of The King’s Singers’ music, this is a golden opportunity for SMS to perform with some
of their musical heroes.
They recently concluded a very successful fundraising campaign on Thundafund and wish to thank everyone who
contributed. They board the plane on 15 April, but before then, there will be another two fundraiser concerts you
are welcome to attend:
NG Kerk Kuilsrivier – 4 April, 19h30
The Blindspot, Worcester – 7 April, 19h00
Visit their Facebook page for more details: https://www.facebook.com/Stellenbosch.Madrigaalsangers/

Another set of twins

A big welcome to James and Daniel.
Congratulations to Jan and Hendrien de Munck
on the birth of their twin boys and to their proud
and very blessed grandparents, Jan and Claire,
for another set of twins in the family!
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Tony and Helena's Cape Town Cycle Tour

The old Argus Tour is now called the Cape Town Cycle Tour, but it’s still 109 km through some of the most
beautiful scenery in the world. This year was the best weather ever, and even though it felt like fewer
spectators, the tour was my best ever out of 10. I spoke to someone who has done 25 tours and they said
that this year was the best they’ve ever had, too.
Helena and I try to ride every year on our tandem. It’s a fairly modern bike with all the necessary bells and
whistles, but it’s still hard. A lot more difficult than riding a single bike, mainly because there are two styles,
sizes and preferences to accommodate.
It’s a bit of a “lowest common
denominator” exercise, but it is a huge
amount of fun because of the
camaraderie and teamwork.
So this year we did the tour in five hours.
Not our best, not our worst, but it was a
great year. We know that Arnold
Schoonwinkel and Carol Jeffrey also did
the tour, in fact we crossed the line with
Carol while the Jeffrey clan applauded
from the sideline.
A great year, and we’ll do it again.

Palm-cross-folding for Palm Sunday

On Friday 23 March a group of us from our
beloved Stan's and now Elaine Ridge’s Bible study
group, met at my house to make palm crosses for
the Palm Sunday service.
This is always a challenging exercise as they are
tricky to make. Each year you have to remaster it,
as it were. This year doubly difficult, as my palm
branches were hopelessly dried out from the
drought. Therefore, useless. After a couple of
frantic calls to Dos Blok to PLEASE cut some
branches from the church palm tree (down the left
alley of the entrance to our church) he arrived,
mercifully, with about four very usable short
branches with good fronds.
I applied my usual carrot-and-stick routine. After
30 crosses were completed, coffee and cake were
served. Thereafter, when another 50 were
completed, there were wine and nibbles. The rate
of production increased noticeably after the coffee
and cake!
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Prayer meeting

A prayer group led by Tony meets in his
office every Tuesday at 10h00. He begins
with a short reading and then encourages
folks to “pray as they are led” either out loud,
or to participate by listening to the prayers of
others. Currently a group of eight meet
every week. During this time, the secretary’s
office is closed.

Bible study

Tony is leading a Bible study in the meeting
room every Wednesday from 10h00-11h30.
All welcome.

Clothes

Don’t forget to bring clothing and household
goods for our Love to Give project, as well
as any baby and children’s clothes for
Louise to take to the hospital.

Books

A wonderful new selection of books and
CDs are available in the hall at R20 each.
The total for this year so far is R2 255.
Thanks for all your support.

Kayamandi Trauma Centre

We give boiled eggs instead of soup at the
soup kitchen in the warmer weather, so we
need donations to buy eggs, please.
Contact Carol Chase: 021 887 1781,
crlchase@gmail.com, 073 534 3738.
A helper at the soup kitchen lost all she had
in a fire. She has received help with many
items but still needs a small kitchen
cupboard. If you can help, contact Carol at
073 534 3738 or 021 887 178.

Sibongile Crèche

Sibongile Crèche at the Kayamandi Trauma
Centre needs balls and stationery, baby
wipes, cereal, cream for nappy rash and
milk. They also need a handyman for
general sprucing up of the place. Their CD
player was stolen in a break-in and the
children loved the music. Their fan is also
broken, which is needed for the babies.
Donations will be appreciated and a
volunteer to help out. Leave donations in the
office or contact Nicolette Ferreira at
www.nicolettewrites.wordpress.com.

Cards

Marion Smit has made beautiful Christmas
cards at R5 each. All proceeds go to our
Benevolent Fund to support those in need.

SHARING RESOURCES
Do you have any skills, services or equipment that our members might
find useful? You are welcome to share it here!
Our organist, Estelle, offers music lessons for all! Skills you could acquire or improve include
improvisation, composing songs, classical and jazz/pop piano, opera and pop singing, organ lessons,
theory of music lessons and Gr. 8-12 school music. The cost is R250 for 1 hour and R130 for 30 minutes
for church congregants. For your convenience, Estelle will come to your house. Contact Estelle at
estellevd@gmail.com or meet her at the organ after Sunday service.
Enrique Miller is offering part-time work. He has a mobile cleaning kit used for cars, driveways, etc.
Contact Enrique on 082 335 9125.
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Lila Kruger runs a business called Doggy Do-It. As you might have
guessed, it's about dog training, exercise, desensitization (behaviour
training) and enrichment of environment. Lila comes to my (Jane
Plantinga’s) house twice a week to do game playing (a sort of homemade
obstacle course) and my dogs adore it and her! If I am out of town, she
comes more often. She is a wonderful resource to have when you know
a certain upcoming period is going to be very busy and you aren't able to
give your canine children the exercise and attention they need. She is
available for hourly sessions at a very reasonable rate and asks to be contacted by SMS or WhatsApp as
she can't take calls with a handful of dogs on the end of leashes.
I have found Lila to be super versatile. She even has an indoor repertoire for inclement weather of games
like hide and seek, bring and fetch and vocabulary building. She will also spend time with a client to show
them how to set up “toys” for dogs to be stimulated while they are unsupervised. Outings to
Onderpapegaaiberg Forest and Coetzenburg are also on the cards. Apparently there’s even a doggyfriendly coffee shop!

UPCOMING (and some past) EVENTS
Mon 26 Mar

Holy week devotion 18h00 – 18h45

Tues 27 Mar

Holy week devotion 18h00 – 18h45

Wed 28 Mar
Thu 29 Mar

Holy week devotion 18h00 – 18h45
Schools close
Tenebrae service @ 19h30

Fri 30 Mar

GOOD FRIDAY service at church @ 09h30

Sat 31 Mar

Blue Moon (i.e. second full moon in March)

Sun 1 Apr
Mon 2 Apr

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunrise service at Muldervlei @ 06h30 (Sunrise at 06h52)
Communion Service at church @ 09h30
Family Day

Mon 9 Apr

US re-opens

Tues 10 Apr

Schools re-open

Thur 12 Apr
Fri 27 Apr

Crafts for Christ meet every second Thursday of the month from 10h00 12h00 in the church hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).
Freedom Day

Tue 1 May

Workers’ Day

Mid July

APLHA COURSE will be starting at UC (see pamphlet below)
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