
STELLENBOSCH UNITED CHURCH 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 7 MAY 2017 AT 11.00

PRESENT: The minister, the Rev Tony Robinson (in the chair), and 52 members of the 
congregation. The meeting was quorate.

APOLOGIES: Joy and Tom Blok, Tia Boucher, Dave Richardson, Lola Nichols and Chooky 
Williams

Minutes taken by Elaine Ridge

1. THE FINANCIAL REPORT 2016/2017 (ADDENDUM A)

Monte Maritz presented the report on behalf of Deborah Flannery (Treasurer). He 
highlighted the renovation of the Manse and the upgrading of security as well as the new
prefab building for the Chapel at Kayamandi, stressing that the expenditure involved had
improved the value of our assets. 

The report from the auditors was unqualified. A clear indication of the good management
of the budget was that the reserve fund had increased to R710 000 and that the earlier 
history of negative income had given way to positive income.

Ross Hobbs proposed that the report be approved. This was seconded by Brian 
Shepherd. 

There were 51 votes for the proposal and one abstention.

2. BUDGET FOR 2017/2018 (ADDENDUM B)

The graph shows the estimated expenditure for the 2017 financial year. A few points of 
special interest discussed were: 

• No provision was made for the tenders for plots in Kayamandi beyond 
administrative expenses,  as the expenditure would be to acquire assets. The 
assumption was that the necessary funding could raised through a special appeal.

• There was no budgeted increase for income because the regular income pattern 
did not suggest an increase was to be expected. However, the prediction could 
not take account of the larger occasional offerings which vary considerably from 
year to year.

•  74% of the offerings come in electronically and 26% in cash (offering bag). 

• The budget includes a 15% increase in the monetary spend (including the amount
to be spent on the Youth Worker).



During the discussion of the budget, Jan Wium suggested that the church as a wedding 
venue should be marketed on the website.

Harry Colwell proposed that the proposed budget be accepted. This was seconded by 
Ray Falconer. The motion was passed unanimously. 

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes were not available. There was a unanimous decision to pass from the 
subject. The Minutes would be approved at a later stage.

4. REPORT BY THE SECRETARY OF COUNCIL (ADDENDUM C)

Stanley Ridge, Council Secretary, presented a detailed and very positive report of the 
activities of the church. However he asked members to reflect on the ways in which 
much more could be done. 

He highlighted the positive effects of the upgrade of the shack in Kayamandi and also of 
the manse; the sustained worship and annual celebrations like Harvest Festival; the 
sterling contribution made by Jane Plantinga, who retired as Education Officer during the
past financial year; the excellent model of service of the elders in Kayamandi; successful
fund raisers like the revived Bazaar and the Golf Day; the many social outreach projects 
like the food distributed monthly to some Kayamandi families, the food distributed on a 
Saturday at the trauma centre, crafts for Christ and the clothing donated to Love to Give 
and the two Education Trusts; and the Bible Study and Fellowship groups – now 15 in 
number.

He was warmly appreciative of the fresh and engaging contribution Tony and Helena had
made to the congregation, and of Tony’s tactful and strategic leadership. In the nature of
things a dynamic congregation in a challenging environment has to be open to change 
on a number of fronts. Stan appealed to the congregation to be open to change that was
necessary for us to serve better, to attract more young people and to build our unity as 
a congregation. 

Charlie Boucher proposed that the report be accepted and Dos Blok seconded the 
motion. The report was unanimously approved.

Tony Robinson expressed his appreciation for Stan’s significant contribution during this 
transition period. He had found Stan’s courage in tackling issues and his friendship and 
support particularly valuable.

5. CLOSE

The business was concluded at 12.00. Tony closed the meeting with a benediction. 

Signed as a true record:   Minister Secretary Date


