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Last month, the newsletter team held a very
pleasant brainstorming session at Suzanne’s
home. The idea was to streamline the
newsletter, with more lovely pictures to look at,
and shorter, punchier pieces to read.
The other change is, that from now on you will
have to follow the instructions to “Press the
Button” in order to access the introduction and
all the luvverly articles. So, go right ahead en
druk die knoppie!

So here then is my shortened introduction to the
not-so-short newsletter, which features three
weddings and a funeral.
In Tony’s message, he ponders the question of
waiting in the context of the anticipation of
advent.
Elaine provides extracts from David Hunter’s
tribute to the much-loved Eileen Farquharson,
who will be sorely missed.
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Ros Koch gives us some insights into her
approach to her art and we discuss a book
launch held at our church last month. It is called
In Awesome Wonder and is written by Jaap
Durand. It seems that quite a few of our
members, both present and past, were involved
in this book.
Feedback and newsflashes feature the
Kayamandi picnic, followed by the promised
three weddings. What diverse and beautiful
brides!
We also feature the Kayamandi confirmands
and congratulate the Nicholl’s family on their
recent successes at the Michaelangelo Wine
Awards. And we are not done with excellence
among our members yet. Read on to see who
was honoured in the University’s Media Awards
list.

Malibongwe reflects on meetings held to
examine the role of faith and prayer in
education as pupils prepare for exams.
And finally, because it is the season for
thanksgiving, we give some feedback on the
wonderful ways in which your involvement in our
community projects is making a difference.
If we don’t manage to squeeze in another
newsletter, I want to wish everyone a safe and
blessed Christmas!
God bless
Jane van Wilgen
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MESSAGE FROM TONY
Dear All
We seem to spend our lives waiting for
something. I've waited several hours for boarding
calls for aeroplanes in the last few weeks.
Recently our little boy, Tyler, asked me when he
will turn four. Of course, he can't understand
time yet and it's useless to try to explain how it
will be two months until his birthday. But it seems
that, as we get older, we become much more
aware of time, even obsessed by it. My mom
spent a few days in hospital recently and I was
reminded how the hours melt into days when
we're stuck there. Often people I have visited in
hospital ask me what day it is, wanting somehow
to count the days.
Which raises the question of what people are
waiting for. Why do we spend so much of life
waiting for a moment which is not this one? But
in Jesus' time, at least in Judah and Galilee,
there was an air of expectation. Something was
about to happen. The prophets and the rabbis
had been saying for decades that the time was
ripe.
Then, in relative obscurity, in a dusty and
forgotten corner of the land, mentioned only in
one place in Scripture, a child was born who was
to rewrite history. Actually, it was, quite literally,
"His Story".
The time of advent, which we are approaching,
means "It is happening." We celebrate the birth
of the Saviour of the world on a day when most

of the world has no memory of the Bethlehem
birth. But fear not. John reminds us in Chapter 1
of his Gospel that "the world did not receive
Him."
I remember, as a young boy, that there were
some of my friends I loved to visit at their
houses. Not because of the cool toys or ice
cream, but because the feeling at their houses
was one of love, peace and inclusion. It's just this
which makes the family of those who "do receive
Him" so important. We're not an exclusive club of
those on a cruise ship to the good place. We are
a family tasked with loving as many as possible
into this family. We're no longer waiting for
something to happen, it is a reality now. We're
family.
As we spend this time remembering the
expectancy of first-century Israel and the
excitement with which the early Christians
embraced the messiahship, may we express the
family of Jesus. Reconcile with someone who you
haven't seen for ages. Invite someone you
wouldn't usually spend time with for a cup of tea.
Take another church member home for lunch
after service. Do something that expresses family.
But don't wait.
Love
Tony

Vol. 2018 (#7) – pg. 3

TRIBUTE TO EILEEN FARQUHARSON
Some extracts from David Hunter's tribute to Eileen Farquharson by Elain Ridge

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever.”
I cannot think of our beloved Eileen without
thinking about what is truly beautiful. True
beauty such as hers is seen in a life of love,
a life filled with loving action.
She was a truly outstanding elder and
participated with verve in almost every
aspect of this congregation’s life. She had
such a remarkable way of engaging people
and drawing them into community and
brought an extraordinary blend of
faithfulness and accuracy tempered with
graciousness to her role as Council
Secretary.
She had a huge array of talents – ranging
from being a superb farmer, to an
innovative organiser of Hospitality Holidays
(bringing elderly people for a seaside
holiday), to an efficient and compassionate
committee member of the Red Cross, to an
inspiring Brownie leader.
Eileen and David were married for 50
years. Eileen’s love for him and all of the
other members of her family was integral to
her whole life – their delights were her
delights and their pain was hers as well.
The sudden and tragic death of her son
Chris in September 2013 was like a seismic
shift of tectonic plates in her and David’s
life, triggering a tsunami of emotional pain.
One of the ways in which Eileen and David
sought to work with their pain, was to give
themselves as frequently as possible to care
for Chris and Jeanne’s children, Conner and Adam. They went through each week to surround their
bewildered grandchildren and daughter in law, Jeanne, offering them a rudder of stability and constant
care, despite their own indescribable grief.
Eileen had an extraordinary heart of beauty, a heart that beat in rhythm with the music of God’s
graciousness and character. She has left us with a legacy of that beauty: a grace-filled life of faith love and
hope.
We continue to hold David Farquharson and the family in our hearts and prayers.
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ART WITH HEART
Ros Koch explains what inspires her work

When people ask me, “What kind of art do
you do?” it is a deceptively simple question
that I find very difficult to answer. As my art is
diverse, the best way to describe my art it that
it is not always a depiction of the things I see,
but often of the feelings that they arouse in
me. In terms of style, yes – sometimes these
feelings lend themselves to realism; other
times, the emotions demand an interpretation
that is more abstract. My work often seeks to
address the fact that the things we love most,
change; that they are only around for a very
short time and then disappear. Art allows me
the opportunity to look back and reflect. To
acknowledge that, in moving on, building new
hopes and dreams, there are still things that
you can’t change; don’t leave; never forget.
My art may not always be “pretty”, but
sometimes it brings me closer to my own
reality, and with that, a beauty that each of us
might otherwise not see.

BOOK LAUNCH
Jane Plantinga

In Awesome Wonder
by Jaap Durand
Published: Biblecor, www.bybelmedia.org.za
On Friday evening, 19 October 2018, Stellenbosch United facilitated the
book launch of In Awesome Wonder – Faith and Doubt: A Continual
Dynamic Tension by Jaap Durand. David Hunter interviewed Jaap about
the book and its contents. It was a fascinating dialogue, which also
featured references to Stan Ridge, to whom the book is dedicated. Stan
and Jaap were colleagues back in the day at UWC. Originally published
in Afrikaans, Elaine Ridge and David Hunter had the “unenviable task”
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(Jaap's words) of editing the English
translation. The interview ended with Jaap
handing over a book to Elaine Ridge. A most
poignant moment.
The publisher, Biblecor, hosted the event, and
concluded the evening with a catered finger
supper, while the books literally flew off the
sales table. (The book can be ordered from
www.bybelmedia.org.za)
Incidentally, the preface to the book and the
back cover text (previous page) were both
written by David Hunter.
Jaap Durand, Elaine and David

At the book launch: Aphiwe, Sibusiso, Fezeka & Malibongwe

Caroline and Jane having their copies signed by Jaap
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FEEDBACK & NEWSFLASHES
Kayamandi Camp
By Malibongwe Gwele

On 6 - 8 October 2018 the Kayamandi congregation of
Stellenbosch United Church went on a retreat. This is an event
that is scheduled for every second year.
This year, we decided that our retreat would examine faith.
The theme was based on Luke 17:5: “The apostles said to the
Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’” This year’s retreat was on the
shores of the Breede River at Bonamanzi Adventures.

Members of Stellenbosch United’s
Kayamandi congregation at Bonamanzi
Camp Site, Robertson (photos provided by
Nokwanda Ndlangalavu)

The retreat was planned to deal with how we can enhance
softer issues like deepening fellowship, love and care for one
another with respect. The workshop was facilitated by me and
Elder Bixa, who also share the work on Sunday. Amenda
Mfenyana helped with organizing games and fun activities.
Our own minister, Tony, spent the morning of Saturday
socializing and facilitated a session on Bible study tools.
After lunch we were joined by Rev. Mzwamadoda Mfene from
Tiyo Soga memorial church who is currently the moderator of
our presbytery. He also engaged us in Bible study tools and
on the practical application of those tools. He also dealt with
issues of liturgy and motivated the congregation to hold on
faith. Using a chapter from Exodus, he assured us that we
serve a God who sees, listens and responds and that this is
the God that we should always seek to find in Scriptures. He
also presented us with techniques of prayers and suggested
how we should approach God in prayer.

Zingie and Mpumie

The evening was spent in fellowship, socializing and
worshiping together. There were 33 people in attendance.
Despite some mosquito bites, everybody enjoyed themselves.
Back in Kayamandi, we had a prayer week from 22 - 26
October, during which we visited and prayed in people’s
homes, and continued to explore the theme of increasing our
faith.

Nokwanda, Mbina, Somila, and Veliswa

Nokwanda, Alakhe, Luyanda, & Mbina

Mbina, Alakhe, Somila,
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Nolusapho, and Iviwe

Ntosh, Vuvu, and Marta

Amenda

Mali, Zwai, Sbu and Tony with some of the teenagers

Alakhe

Meicy

Group discussions
around the rock garden
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Three lovely weddings
Three families celebrated their loved ones’ nuptials recently. Below are some beautiful pictures of the
joyous events:

Amy Burger’s most beautiful day
Nell Weidner with her
granddaughter, Amy Burger,
at her wedding on Thelema
wine Estate. Amy married
Pat Mathew on 6 October.

The Rix’s family affair
On Saturday 13 October
Christopher, son of Tricia and
Godfrey Rix, married Ilanna
Smith at Stellenbosch United. An
auspicious date, as it was a
mere two days after
Christopher’s parents’ 47th
wedding anniversary.
Congratulations to all!
Christoper and Ilanna live in the
historic town of Cloncurry in
Brisbane, Australia. On a recent
trip of theirs out here, Ilanna so
liked our church that she
wanted to marry Christopher
here.
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Saskia’s wedding

A tender moment with ma Koba.
Saskia Wicomb and Johannes van Eeden got
married on the little island of Æróskóbing,
Denmark, on 5 September. Their parents,
Koba, Jeanette en Frederik were present at
the ceremony.

Confirmands

Congratulations to these four young people from our Kayamandi family, who were confirmed on 2 September.
From the left: Lusanoa Mbongwana, Andisiwe Maxawulana, Somaleze Madlulela, and
Lose.
Vol.Nongazi
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A Michelangelo award for Mitre’s Edge
Jane Plantinga

2018 was one of the most competitive line-ups in the 22-year history of the Michelangelo International
Wine and Spirits Awards.
Since it's inception, Michelangelo has differentiated itself from other competitions in using a judging
panel of mainly international wine and spirit experts. This year, 30 judges from 16 nationalities were
called upon to score the record number of entries.
From the 2 255 entries for this year’s competition, the judges awarded 26 trophies, 36 Platinum
medals and 150 Double Golds.
Lorraine Immelman, founder and
CEO of the Michelangelo Awards,
says that the judges were
unanimous in their view that
South Africa was making the
finest wine in its history.
Their 2015 Mitre's Edge Cabernet
Franc was awarded a trophy.
The 2015 Mitre's Edge Cabernet
Sauvignon won a Double
Gold, and the
2015 Mitre's Edge Merlot was
awarded a Silver.
They were also awarded a Gold
in the Top 12 Wines in The
Paarl Wine Challenge for their
2015 Mitre's Edge Cabernet
Sauvignon.

From the left: Matthew, Jennifer Lola,
Bernard and Luke Nichols.

Amanda and Thinus featured in prestigious research journal
Jane Plantinga

The Research@SU100 contains 100 research stories highlighting 100 areas the
University's printing has impacted over the last century. The publication, which
was launched at STIAS, also doubled as SU's inaugural Media Excellence Awards
ceremony, where 30 media commentators at the
university were recognized.
Many of the researchers who made the
Research@SU100 publication also made it onto
the Media Awards list. Two of the thought
leaders and commentators honoured included
church
members
political
science
professor Amanda Gous and electrical and
electronic professor Thinus Booysen. Congratulations to both of you!
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A virtual copy of Research@SU100 is available at https://bit.ly/2QEUGky. For a printed copy
email mh3@sun.ac.za

Centring on education as we prepare for exams
Malibongwe Gwele

Prayer and motivation service
As it is the norm in October; both congregations of Stellenbosch United Church chose to observe 14
October 2018 as a day to reflect on the role of faith and church in education, with prayers offered at
both services. In Kayamandi two notable speakers (One with a PhD and the other with two master’s
degrees) were invited to reflect on their educational journey under the theme Education safeguards the
liberty of a person. They both emerged from very poor backgrounds and they gave an account of how
faith took them to Stellenbosch University and CPUT respectively, where they are still involved.
Prayers were offered at different stages of the service. At the end of the service pencils, pens and rulers
were given to children as a gift from the church to inspire and motivate them, and ensure that no child
lacks those items during the exam time. At the beginning of the year. the congregation donated many
other stationary items like books, calculators, etc. We thank everyone who contribute towards this
initiative. We also encourage you to continue supporting us, as there are more needs during the year
like transport fees, school uniforms, etc.
A candle was also lit as a symbol of love, hope and light for children as they prepare and write exams.
The candle is lit every Sunday until the exams are finished. Thanks to everyone who played a role in
making a success of this very special service.

Mrs Bixa handing over the
book vouchers to Mr Majija
and Dr Mothapo (the two
guest speakers)
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Thank you for getting involved!
Every month, the newsletter features ways to get involved in the community work of our church. Since
our theme for the month is thanksgiving, we’d like to share some feedback about how your generosity
is making a difference.
Book and CD sales
“My books are a delight,” says Audrey. The books and CDs you’ve donated, priced from R10 to R50 each, have
raised R9 665 for our charitable work.

Love to Give
Every week, Audrey receives many bags full of clothing and household goods. These second-hand goods are sold by
women being trained to start their own businesses. “They are so very grateful for the support we give them!” says
Audrey.

Care Coins
Last year about R1 000 in small change was collected and donated to Animal Welfare for their sterilization
project.

Marion’s cards
The proceeds from Marion Smit’s beautiful cards are used towards our congregation’s pastoral needs. They sell at
R5 each.

Night shelter tickets
Audrey hands out night shelter tickets to homeless people who come to the door. Donated clothing is also handed
out as needed, especially during the cold, wet winter months.

Stellenbosch Hospital
Donated baby clothes and blankets, along with lovely items created by Crafts for Christ, are delivered to new
mothers at the hospital.

Masifunde Crèche
Stellenbosch United supplies the crèche with food once a month, at around R600 per month. We also sponsor their
alarm system at R450 per month.

Kayamandi outreach
The church supplies 25 Kayamandi families with groceries once a month. Donations towards this project are
highly appreciated, since we spend in the region of R5 000 per month.

Thank you to everyone who continue to
contribute to the above causes, and also to
the amazing people organizing these projects!
Every bit really does help, and your
contribution – whether big or small – could
mean the world to someone else.
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SHARING RESOURCES
Do you have any skills, services or equipment that our members might find useful?
You are welcome to share it here!
Elder Jongile Gwele is looking for work. He has a code 10
driver’s license and is trained as a fork lift and reach truck
driver. If you can help, please contact him on 073 481
6268.

Our organist, Estelle, is teaching music classes! She can either come

Enrique Miller is offering part-time work. He has a
mobile cleaning kit used for cars, driveways, etc.
Contact Enrique on 082 335 9125.

Piano (Jazz, Pop and Classical), Singing (Jazz, Pop and Classical), Song

Lila Kruger runs a dog training business called Doggy
Do-It. It's about exercise, desensitization (behaviour
training), discipline and enrichment of environment.
Outings to Onderpapegaaiberg Forest and
Coetzenburg are also on the cards. She is available
for hourly sessions at a very reasonable rate and can
be contacted by SMS or WhatsApp on 083 312 2087.

to your home or you can go to her venue (Stellenbosch Dutch Reformed
Noordkerk).

She offers tuition in:

writing, Improvisation (in any style), Adding/writing in Jazz, Reggae,
Blues, etc., Notes to music pieces, so that it will sound better for light
singing and piano, Aural for UNISA, Trinity, Rockschool and Gr. 12

pupils for their exams, Grade 8-12 School Music as Subject: Theory and
History of Music, working through past papers, University

standard: Theory of Music, Teaching of how to play background/

restaurant music without music in front of you, Pipe Organ, Working
with music notation programmes like Sibelius (i.e. helping people

to compose music), Piano accompaniment for any instrument. Your
first lesson of half an hour will be a free trial lesson!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thu 1 Nov

All Saints’ Day

Fri 2 Nov

Sun 2 Dec

All Souls’ Day 
Council Meeting
Newsletter Team Meeting
First Sunday of Advent

Sun 9 Dec

Second Sunday of Advent

10 – 14 Dec

US Graduation Ceremonies

Wed 12 Dec

Mon 17 Dec

Schools Close
Day of Reconciliation
Third Sunday of Advent
Day of Reconciliation celebrated

Sun 23 Dec

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Tues 25 Dec

Christmas

Tues 6 Nov

Sun 16 Dec

Every Tuesday morning: Prayer group meets from 10h00 – 10h30 in the church. All welcome.
Every Wednesday morning: Bible study from 10h00 – 11h30 in the meeting room. All welcome.
Every second Thursday of the month: Crafts for Christ meet from 10h00 – 12h00 in the church hall.
Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).
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