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STELLENBOSCH UNITED 
CHURCH  

Newsletter Vol. 2019 (#1) 

January / February 2019 

 

Happy New Year to you all. (Ok I know it seems 

like the middle of the year already, but it is our 

first newsletter). 

Seeing as this is an introduction, I would like to 

introduce you to our new compiler, Jenni 

Agnew. Karin Burns has handed over the reins 

to Jenni, who now has the unenviable task of 

putting our newsletter together and being our 

chief “shivvy-alonger”! We would also like to 

thank Karin for her wonderful skill and efficiency 

and more importantly, her gracious patience in 

moving the goalposts when we regularly missed 

our deadlines! (actually every time). 

I have probably almost exceeded my word 

quota, so the rest of the introduction will be 

brief. 

Tony has given us much food for thought in his 

fascinating discussion on “hope”. 

Elaine Ridge has written a wonderful tribute to 

that gentle giant of a man, Dos Blok. Caroline 

Swellengrebel has written an equally fitting 
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tribute to Ann and Jan Stekhoven.  I see that 

Ann was a member of the Black Sash of whom 

my great Aunt “D” was a founder member. I 

wonder if they knew each other. 

We have a true Art with Heart story. Sue 

Tatham has written a wonderful account of how 

she ended up doing a beautiful painting of 

Belinda Kuiper in the red sands of the Kalahari 

desert. Can you just imagine being married to 

someone called Vetkat Regopstaan?! 

Guest reviewer Paddy Bouma, has ensured with 

her succinct review, that Michelle Obama’s 

memoire Becoming, is a must-read for us all. 

 

Feedback and news flashes embodies what a 

church newsletter is all about. It features a 

wedding, news about grandchildren and 

feedback on the Sunday school workshop. We 

also learn more about our STUCET students and 

how they are getting along. 

Please take your time with the back end of the 

newsletter. It really makes it easy for us to get 

involved with even the smallest contributions.  

Take care all. 

God Bless 

Jane van Wilgen 
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MESSAGE FROM TONY 

 

 

Dear United ones 

The beginning of the year always intrigues me. 

The magical date of 31 December seems to 

trumpet the end of all things worn, faded and 

wearisome and promise renewal and rebirth. 

The thing is that, come the end of January, we 

are not really impressed. We realise that we 

were not resolute about many of our 

resolutions; also, that there is a lot of month left 

at the end of our money. Cynicism aside, we 

quickly realise that, apart from the date, nothing 

has changed. Perhaps, the hope of December 

has not delivered. Unfortunately, those of us 

who have lived through half a century or more 

of these turnings are a bit over the notion of 

New Years and, I believe, that these events can 

even taint our understanding of hope in general. 

So what is hope?  Google dictionary defines it 

as “a feeling of expectation and desire for a 

particular thing to happen”.  Which is fair 

enough.  But the reason I chose Auntie Google’s 

authoritative definition, is that she gives us the 

“archaic” definition as “a feeling of trust”. 

Archaic? 

Paul the apostle uses the word “elpis” as the 

word for hope.  In Romans 5 he writes:  

“Therefore, since we have been justified 

through faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

gained access by faith into this grace in which 

we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of 

the glory of God.” 

The Greeks saw hope not just as a wish, but an 

expectation based on what was possible. In 

their case it was based on human capabilities. 

The difference for the Hebrews was that hope 

was not based on human capabilities, but on 

divine limitlessness. Hope was a fierce 

expectation based on divine promise and 

reputation.  In a sense promising, “He has done 

it before, so He’ll do it again” 

The Glory, in fact is not primarily ours, but 

God’s. In an interesting way the fulfilment of the 

hope is not only about human success, but the 

reputation of God. The world, sadly, doesn’t 

believe that Jesus is about doing much good 

through the church. What Jesus’ people have 

done in history has not impressed anyone. So 

our hope is that the glory, or reputation of God 

would be re-established in our community and 

around the world.  This is a prayer which the 

Church of the 21st century should be praying.  

The name of Jesus is not a popular one, but my 

prayer is that the church would be so 

transformed that the name of Jesus would 

become respected, honoured and synonymous 

with what He modelled for us when He walked 

and taught on earth. 

Let us live for this hope: The Glory of the Lord in 

our generation. 

Love 

Tony 

 

 

 

  



  
Vol. 2019 (#8) – pg. 4 

TRIBUTE TO DOS  

 

by Elaine Ridge 

Dos Blok 

12 April 1940 – 12 December 2018 

 

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people both now and forevermore 

 

One of six sons, Dos was born and grew up in Stellenbosch. He was the youngest, and his five 

brothers were firmly convinced that he was thoroughly spoilt. Being youngest did not always have  

its advantages though. When the box that 

the older brothers used as a wicket in their 

cricket games would not stand up, they put 

him in the box to hold it upright during the 

game!  

 

Dos was remarkably versatile. He was part of 

the team that built the ocean-going 

Bruynzeel yacht, he had a foundry and an art 

gallery and was a building contractor of 

note. But it is the Dos who volunteered his 

services so generously that stands out in our 

memories. He was the project manager for 

the Night Shelter building, and served on the 

board of Stellemploy, as well as the 

Workshop for the Handicapped, for many 

years. He was also very active at Azaleahof.   

 

His service to others did not stop at an 

organisational level. He was an incredible 

friend – consistent, practical, generous and 

always honest, with an array of irrepressible 

quips. No wonder he was so well liked. 

 

Dos supported everything the Church did, 

going to two services a day and two Bible 

studies, being the life and soul of the bazaars, making Palm Sunday crosses… 

 

We give thanks for his exemplary life. We and his daughter, Heidi, and son, Gavin, his 

grandchildren, as well as his brothers Tom, Gabriel and Gottfried have every reason to remember 

him with joy.  
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TRIBUTE to ANN and JAN 

 

by Caroline Swellengrebel  

Tribute to a remarkable couple, Ann and Jan Schuurman Stekhoven 

 

Ann’s recent funeral service became in reality a combined tribute to both Ann and her late 

husband Jan, who died two years ago. Their strong faith took them through Jan’s last illness and 

Ann’s failing strength. 

 

They were a devoted couple for seventy wonderful years – devoted to each other, to their children 

Diana and Andrew and their families, and the communities where they lived. 

 

They always shared a great feeling and concern for the under-privileged. Ann was also a member 

of the Black Sash during South Africa’s very troubled years. By training she was an architect, 

specializing in private homes, starting with her 

cousin’s lovely home in Constantia. They 

developed their own exceptionally beautiful 

home “Willowgreen” in Bishops Court, where as 

a family, their children spent their growing years. 

 

On Jan’s retirement they moved to Helderberg 

Village in Somerset West, where they continued 

being involved in the community, whilst 

attending the Somerset West United Church 

under Martin Lund - becoming keen members 

of the choir.  Jan extended his talent as a skilled 

carpenter (a remarkable Mr. Fixit), solving any 

problem in the community as well, while Ann 

was the driving force at home.   

 

They took deep interest in the lives of their close 

friends and in the careers and well-being of their family, children and grandchildren. The long 

illness and tragic death of their daughter in law, Ann, affected them deeply.  The support of David 

and Celene Hunter of Stellenbosch United carried them through difficult times, leading to their 

special friendship. Ann was among the first to welcome Tony Robinson into the Church three 

years ago. 

 

They left their mark on Stellenbosch United with their strong faith and their warm friendliness. 

Sadly, over the last years neither of them was physically able to attend services. 

 

May they both truly rest in the Peace of the Lord, once again united. 
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ART WITH HEART 

   

The Making of a Portrait         by Sue Tatham 

‘The Kalahari Red Dunes Woman: Belinda Kruiper (Org)’.  Oil on canvas.  610 x 920 cm.  

A remarkable woman. There is a story to this painting. A portrait tells a whole story and a slice of 

history, not so? 

I was invited by a friend on an exciting trip to visit and stay with her friend and hostess Belinda 

Kruiper and her family of Khomani Bushmen in the Kalahari Desert.  I had never been to the 

desert with its red sands before, let alone hosted by the Bushmen for a few nights under the stars. 

I was elated by this privilege!  

The accurate word for this indigenous group of marvellous folks is Khomani San, yet our friends in 

this remote area can’t abide the word San, and insist on being called Bushmen, so I’ll respect that.  

At night we slept in our tent on their lightly fenced property. Under the unrestrained, dazzling 

stars, I met new friends and chatted with jubilant laughter around the true hearth of their home, 

which was their roofless, round stone kraal in the middle of the yard, with the fireplace at its 

centre – the flame which is never put out. 

I wished to paint a portrait of Belinda who I 

found to be as high-spirited and bubbly as the 

stars above our heads. Happily, she agreed!   

Belinda studied social services and, through 

her work, she met and married Bushman 

Vetkat Regopstaan Kruiper, the now renowned 

artist.  Since his death, she has remarried and 

still lives on the red sands of the Kalahari.  She 

continues her fervent work, defined by the 

struggle towards the acknowledgement of her 

people and a fair and uplifting solution to 

their indigenous land rights issues.   

This painting achieved finalist status in the 

2013 SA Sanlam Portrait Award. 

See more here: 

https://www.imurphylewis.com/belinda-

kruiper-org/ 

https://www.mahala.co.za/culture/a-

restlessness-in-the-blood/ 

https://www.southafricanartists.com/the-kalahari-red-dunes-woman--belinda-kruiper-97201 

 

https://www.imurphylewis.com/belinda-kruiper-org/
https://www.imurphylewis.com/belinda-kruiper-org/
https://www.mahala.co.za/culture/a-restlessness-in-the-blood/
https://www.mahala.co.za/culture/a-restlessness-in-the-blood/
https://www.southafricanartists.com/the-kalahari-red-dunes-woman--belinda-kruiper-97201
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BOOK REVIEW 

 

by Paddy Bouma 

BECOMING 

by Michelle Obama  

Publishers:  Crown Publishing Group   

 

In this heart-warming memoir Michelle Obama says that everyone has a story and that it has a 

huge influence on the way one lives.  About her own story, she says “I grew up with a disabled 

dad in a too-small house in a starting-to-fail neighbourhood and I also grew up surrounded by 

love and music in a diverse city in a country where education can take you far. I had nothing or I 

had everything. It depends on the way you want to tell it.” 

After Princeton, Harvard and a high-flying job in a top-end 

city law firm, she realized that striving for success as a lawyer 

was not making her happy. Encouraged by Barack, she took 

on much lower-paid work that she felt would make a 

difference to the community. She didn’t dream that this path 

would eventually lead her and Barack to the White House. 

Michelle’s account of the White House is fascinating and 

often hilarious. She calls it a fortress disguised as a home, 

totally silent to birdsong, as the windows could not be 

opened because of security issues. They could not go into the 

garden without security clearance. They travelled in a twenty-

vehicle motorcade including an ambulance, and their children 

were never driven by anyone but a security agent. Except on 

one occasion, their daughter’s junior prom, where her date 

was allowed to fetch her. Michelle says as parents they were 

secretly relieved that an agent would be sticking to their 

bumper all the way!  

This is a splendid and inspiring book, very readable, full of wisdom, told with a lovely sense of 

humour (and no ghost writer!). I found myself reading it for a second time - it had become a sort 

of friend and I did not want to say goodbye just yet! 
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FEEDBACK & NEWSFLASHES 

 

STUCET – Sponsored Students 
Elaine Ridge  

Congratulations to STUCET-sponsored students, Agongile, Yonela and Giaan.  

Abongile (SU) and Yonela (UWC) passed all subjects in the first year of the extended B  Com 

programme; while Giaan did a year at Scimathus to give him a solid foundation for the degree in 

Science he will be doing this year at UWC. We are particularly proud of Yonela who obtained 

distinctions in three of the eight modules she did. If you are looking for a way to contribute to the 

future of our country, please donate to STUCET. Richard Jones (richard@allpimatt.co.za) is able to 

issue tax certificates.  

  Abongile     Yonela 

   

 

My naam is Giaan Julius. Ek is ‘n  

vriendelike en baie toegewyde mens; 

ek wil ‘n positiewe verandering in 

mense se lewens maak. My passie is 

om aan motors te werk. Ek studeer tans 

Wiskunde en Statistieke wetenskappe 

by Universiteit Weskaap. My grootste 

begeerte is om my studies te voltooi 

en ‘n sukses van my loopbaan te maak. 

 

mailto:richard@allpimatt.co.za
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Sunday School Training Workshop 
by Rachel Conley 

This past Saturday, we had a Sunday School Training workshop. Nearly all of our teachers were 

present, along with our Kayamandi teachers. Three other ministries were also represented! We 

introduced our curriculum, called "The Gospel Project", and together developed policies that will 

help Sunday mornings work smoothly as we grow! Our guest speaker, Autumn Williams, spoke 

about biblical literacy and connecting with kids. Thank you to all our amazing teachers for your 

participation!   

 

       

                

 

Update 
Audrey Falconer 

Audrey’s secretarial retirement will only commence after the Easter Services at 

the end of April. 

The happier news is that she will continue to run our fabulous bookstall;  be on 

Council and attend pastorally to her ‘golden oldies’.  So she will still be very 

present!  And, who knows, maybe we could even twist her arm to organize 

another Organ Recital in 2019!  
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Grandchildren 
Johann and Pam Biesenbach 

Johann and Pam are very THANKFUL that God richly blessed them with another healthy little 

grandson shortly before Christmas.  We wish to give God all the glory, honour and praise for the gift 

of a new precious life.   

David and Celene Hunter 

 

David and Celene have another grandchild. Their eldest daughter, Shannon, gave birth to Ruth Ann 

on Sunday 9 December, Celene's birthday. Shannon and her husband, Kevin Pasio, moved in 

September from Zithulele District Hospital, near Coffee Bay on the Wild Coast, to Port E lizabeth, 

where Kevin is working in the Emergency Unit at Livingstone Hospital.  Pictured here is six week old 

Ruth, with her very proud and very protective brother, Callum (aged six).  What a precious birthday 

gift for them all! 

          

 

Wedding 
Congratulations to Lauren Burger and Gys Steyn on their recent marriage. We wish them every 

happiness. 
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

  

Thank you for getting involved! 

Every month the newsletter features ways to get involved in the community work of our church. 

Since our theme for the month is thanksgiving, we’d like to share some feedback about how your 

generosity is making a difference. 

Book and CD sales  

The books and CDs you’ve donated, priced from R10 to R50 each, raised R12,000 in 2018 for our charitable work.  

This year to date we have already raised R1960.00, “an absolute brilliant start to the year.”  Audrey would like to 

thank all her avid readers for their tremendous support both in buying the books and then returning them for 
others to enjoy. 

Love to Give 

Every week, Audrey receives many bags full of clothing and household goods. These are sold by women who are 

being trained to start their own businesses. “They are so very grateful for the support we give them!” says Audrey.  

Care Coins 

Last year about R1 000 in small change was collected and donated to Animal Welfare for their sterilization 

project. 

Marion’s cards  

The proceeds from Marion Smit’s beautiful cards are used towards our congregation’s pastoral needs. They sell at 

R5 each. 

Night shelter tickets  

Audrey hands out night shelter tickets to homeless people who come to the door. Donated clothing is also handed 

out,  as needed, especially during the cold, wet winter months.  

Stellenbosch Hospital 

Donated baby clothes and blankets, along with lovely items created by Crafts for Christ, are delivered to new 

mothers at the hospital.  

Masifunde Crèche 

Stellenbosch United supplies the crèche with food once a month, to the value of about R600.  We also sponsor their 

alarm system, at R450 per month. 

Kayamandi outreach 

The church supplies 25 Kayamandi families with groceries once a month. Donations towards this project are 
highly appreciated, since we spend in the region of R5 000 per month.  

 

Thank you to everyone who continues to 

contribute to the above causes, and also to the 

amazing people organizing these projects! Every 

bit really does help, and your contribution – 

whether big or small – could mean the world to 

someone else.  
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SHARING RESOURCES  

 

Do you have any skills, services or equipment that our members might find useful? 
You are welcome to share it here! 

 

Elder Jongile Gwele is looking for work. He has a code 10 driver’s license and is trained as a fork-lift and reach 

truck driver. If you can help, please contact him on 073 481 6268. 

Enrique Miller is offering part-time work. He has a mobile cleaning kit used for cars, driveways, etc. 

Contact Enrique on 082 335 9125.  

Lila Kruger runs a dog training business called Doggy Do-It. It's about exercise, 

desensitization (behaviour training), discipline and enrichment of environment. 

Outings to Onderpapegaaiberg Forest and Coetzenburg are also on the cards. She is 

available for hourly sessions at a very reasonable rate and can be contacted by SMS 

or WhatsApp on 083 312 2087. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Sun 10 Feb Pledge Sunday 

  

Wed 06 March Ash Wednesday 

Fri 15 March Schools Close 

  

Tues 2 April Schools Open 

  

 

Every Tuesday morning: Prayer group meets from 10h00 – 10h30 in the church. All welcome.  

Every Wednesday morning: Bible study from 10h00 – 11h30 in the meeting room. All welcome. 

Every second Thursday of the month: Crafts for Christ meet from 10h00 – 12h00 in the church 

hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646). 


