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Dear All
Greetings from my new room with a view in Betty’s Bay

Tony sets the scene for the theme of our newsletter by reflecting on the “extra -ordinariness” of our lives
as we enter Ordinary phase of the church calendar.
In Art with Heart, Elaine Ridge uses an extraordinary lampshade made by Margie Hinks to illustrate more
than a few aspects of our lives as Christians. The book review also reflects our theme and is aptly called
Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren.
Audrey’s farewell tea was of course no ordinary affair. It was simply “Audrey” and filled with warmth and
fellowship. The many photos illustrate the appreciation we all feel for Audrey’s contribution to the
church community (It also features my gorgeous granddaughter gorging on cupcakes).
The beautiful stain glassed window in the church is a constant reminder of Piet Grobler. We bask in his
reflected glory as, on May 25, Piet personally handed over a copy of his latest children’s book, to no -one
other than the Pope nogal! Is that extra-ordinary or what?
Jane P is in action again, as she introduces the new church secretary, Sascha Marchinkowski to all of us.
Jane is certainly in awe of all her talents!
Extraordinary simply continues. Sue Tatham is exhibiting her exquisite pictures and sketches at the Bright
Street Gallery. The exhibition continues till 21 June. Don’t miss it!
We can all turn the ordinary into extraordinary by simply getting involved with some of the activities on
offer in this newsletter or anywhere else where you feel you may make a difference – even smiling at the
check-out lady at Checkers can sometimes work wonders!
God bless
Jane van Wilgen
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MESSAGE FROM TONY

Dear Christian,

One of the privileges of my job is I get to be
involved in the lives of lots of different families.
So I hear stories from many different points of
view. What to one family causes some difficulty
may be comforting news to others. One simple
example is the interest rate, or what we call the
Bank Repo rate. When the rate goes up, young
families feel the strain with their bond
repayments and any short-term debt they may
have. On the other hand, retired people rejoice
because their investments will yield higher
returns.
In almost all things we each have a different
perspective on things. Our prayer books in the
church call this time of the Year, “Ordinary Time”,
which may be a perspective. The Church
Lectionary, or list of Sunday readings, goes on to
list the chapters from the powerful explosion of
the life of the early Church as the texts for each
Sunday of this “ordinary” time.
Ordinary? No! It was far from ordinary.
The thing is that when I think of the times when
Jesus has had a big impact on my life, they were
not ordinary. And you would think that these
would become some of the great stories of my
life, but I seldom talk about them.

When I first became a Christian, my sister’s friend,
Lorna Garbutt, told me that I should tell as many
people as I could about how I had felt the love of
God as a confused and lonely 11 year-old. She
realised that it was not an ordinary thing in my
life.
I’m sure that there have been times in your life
when you have known the love of God in your
life or that you’ve been encouraged or
comforted. Please remember them, and
remember that these are the extraordinary times
in your life. Remember them, celebrate them,
write them down and allow them to come up in
conversation, with enthusiasm, so that you will
encourage others to seek that kind of tangible
love and comfort of the Lord. That is why Luke
and the others wrote the events down.
What is your salvation story? Not the jargon we
hear so often, but the way in which you have
experienced God’s love and power in your life
through Jesus. That, is your extra-ordinary.
Love
Tony
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ART WITH HEART
By Elaine Ridge

Margie Hinks is well-known for her superb
cooking and baking and for her knitting and
sewing skills. However, not many are aware of
her artistic talent.
The exquisite table lamp pictured here was
made during one of the times when she found
herself in a new community because her
husband, Basil, had been transferred. In true
Margie spirit, she used these times as an
opportunity to do a course and learn a new
skill, and at the same time to make new
friends. She certainly did not choose an easy
route. Making objects in leaded glass requires
patience and precision. Each piece of glass has
to be carefully measured and shaped so that it
can take its place in the design. The leading
process, which needs a steady hand, ensures
that each of the pieces is firmly attached to the
adjacent pieces.
In many ways it mirrors the perfect Christian
community where every member is joined in
common purpose and is essential. And every
member is necessary to form the perfect
whole. The shaping process is most important
of all.
Like Margie, we always need to be open to learning new things.
This beautiful lamp is a reminder that Christ shapes us, transforming us so we are able to serve His purpose
for us in His grand design and celebrate our call to follow Jesus every day. Like Him we need to b e a light to
the world.
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BOOK REVIEW
By Jane Plantinga

Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren
The delightful premise of this book is that every Christian is a worshiper in every moment of his or her life.
As Tish Warren herself says, 'living in a seminary world, I can easily get caught up in the idea that the only
parts of my life that matter are the ones spent in intense spiritual and kingdom -impacting activities like
prayer , evangelism and so on.
But so many moments in my life don't fit that bill---they are
unequivocally ordinary. If someone were to make a movie about my life,
no one would watch it because it would be mundane. Most of life isn't
the big mountaintop moments, it is doing the dishes, driving to and from
work, sitting at the computer, changing diapers and talking about the
events of the day'. Warren captures this reality in her book and shows
how every aspect of our day communicates God's work in the world and
forms us into God worshipers.
She takes the reader through an ordinary day in her life and reflects on
each mundane activity. Along the way, she demonstrates what these
actions teach us about God and how we live as his followers on earth.
One example is that losing our keys reminds us that we are lost without
God and need to find contentment in him in both the big crises and little
despairs. Another is how sitting in traffic teaches us to learn to wait in the
small things and reminds us we await God's kingdom.
She reminds us too, that the one who is worthy of worship, glory and fanfare spent decades in obscurity and
ordinariness.
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AUDREY FAREWELL TEA
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Thank You from Audrey
Dear Tony, Council, Finance Team and United Friends
I said most of my thank you’s while reading ‘the ten-page speech’
on Sunday morning after the service, but let me extend it by
saying how truly overwhelmed I have been in the days following
my Retirement Tea Party.
Working in the office was a huge privilege and I am glad that I was
able to serve in all aspects of church life for so many years. I loved
getting to know you all and am both humbled and honoured by
your messages of affirmation. I cannot find words elaborate
enough to thank you all for the generosity of the gifts that have
been given with so much love and appreciation. This is a precious
family – one I shall continue to enjoy spending time with!
Thank you for the very many memories, for love and support along
the way, for all the changes, for a new era, for the enormous
surprise of gifts which have been received with deep gratitude.
And a special thank you to Tony and the various
Committees for making it all happen.
Once again - to those involved in arranging the
wonderful gathering and celebration ... Thank You!

My door is always
open, I would love
you to pop in for a
cup of tea and a
chat!

With lots of love
Audrey xxx
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FEEDBACK & NEWSFLASHES
Piet Grobler presents latest book to Pope
Francis and the Animals by Piet Grobler published by Lemniscaat, Rotterdam, to be
released on 2 August 2019 by them, and on 19 July by Protea Boekhuis in South Africa

On Saturday 25 May 2019, Piet Grobler, personally presented a copy of his latest book Francis and the
Animals to Pope Francis at the Vatican. The publishers, Lemniscaat, have made 1001 copies of the book
available to the Pope to give to a charity of his choice, specifically for children without access to books.
Of the book, Google Books writes 'Francis loves all animals and believes in the Good. Together with his best
friend Donkey he travels through the world and speaks with animals and people, trying to make the world more
beautiful.'
The book presents a joyful world where birds, animals and the wonders of nature celebrate. It transcends
different cultures and religions and encourages children to make the world a better place.
See: bookdepository.com and www.leminiscat.co.uk to watch a You Tube video of this charming book.
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Welcome to Sascha Marchinkowski
By Jane Plantinga

We extend a wonderfully warm welcome to our new secretary SASCHA MARCHINKOWSKI (that's Sascha
with a 'c' - I just learned because it's French!).
Many of you have already been delighted by the 'new look' of our Sunday
church bulletin. Well you have Sascha to thank for that. She joins us with a
myriad of skills including a Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting and
Commercial Law from Rhodes combined with many Bookkeeping Skills (not
to mention computer) that you can imagine. I am in complete awe.
Sascha is married to minister George Marchinkowski and they moved to
the Western Cape when he accepted a call to Somerset West Presbyterian.
They are accompanied by their two daughters, Leah (13) and Zoe (10) who
attend Rhenish High and Beaumont Primary respectively.
Since March 2014, Sascha has been literally steeped in church work. She
has worked for St Mungo's United Church; the Presbytery of eGoli and
Trinity Presbyterian Church. She also worked part time for UPCSA Finance
as Assistant to the CFO.
It was delightful to meet Sascha for the first time at the end of May. She enjoys meeting members of the
congregation and I look forward to many more 'chats' in the church office.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Danie Wium and Leyya Philip
on their engagement.
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What’s On: Art Exhibition by Sue Tatham
Bright Street Gallery, Somerset West proudly presents SUE TATHAM until 21 June 2019
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Thank you for getting involved!
Every month the newsletter features ways to get involved in the community work of our church. Since our
theme for the month is thanksgiving, we’d like to share some feedback about how your generosity is making a
difference.
Marriage Course
Save the Date – starting 10 July 2019

Book and CD sales
Second hand books are available for sale in the entrance to the Hall. Small paperbacks are R10 and Large ar eR20. So far this
year we have raised R7220.00. There are lots of new books to choose from, also new CD’s.

Love to Give
Don’t forget to bring clothing and household goods for the Love to Give project. These are sold by women who are being trained
to start their own businesses, thereby becoming self-sufficient.

Jersey Drive
We are collecting jerseys and jackets to distribute to those in need this winter. Please place in the basket at the entrance to the
church or drop off at the office.

Care Coins
Don’t forget to take a bottle and fill it with your small change. Every cent counts and at the end of the year this money wi ll be
donated to a charity. All money received will be donated to Safe House L’Abrie do Dieu who provide shelter for abused women
and children who are victims of sexual and domestic violence.

Carol’s Soup for Winter Project
In winter we provide bread and soup for hungry people every Saturday. Donations of money would be welcome. We look for the
best prices of these items. Please contact – Carol Chase ASAP on either 073 534 3738 or 021 887 1781.

Marion’s cards
Marion has made some more beautiful cards. All proceeds go towards those in need. Cards are only R5 each.

Stellenbosch Hospital
Donated baby clothes and blankets, along with lovely items created by Crafts for Christ, are delivered to new mothers at the
hospital.

Masifunde Crèche
Stellenbosch United supplies the crèche with food once a month, to the value of about R600. We also sponsor their alarm
system, at R450 per month.

Kayamandi outreach
The church supplies 25 Kayamandi families with groceries once a month. Donations towards this project are highly appreciated,
since we spend in the region of R5 000 per month.

Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to the above causes, and also to the amazing people
organizing these projects! Every bit really does help, and your contribution – whether big or small – could mean
the world to someone else.

The weekly Lectionary Readings are now available as a flyer, on the table, as you enter church.
Please take a copy.
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SHARING RESOURCES
Do you have any skills, services or equipment that our members might find useful?
You are welcome to share it here!
Lila Kruger runs a dog training business called Doggy Do-It. It's
about exercise, desensitization (behaviour training), discipline and
enrichment of environment. Outings to Onderpapegaaiberg Forest
and Coetzenburg are also on the cards. She is available for hourly
sessions at a very reasonable rate and can be contacted by SMS or
WhatsApp on 083 312 2087.
Estelle Reynolds (our previous organist) is offering music
classes either at your house, or at a venue in Stellenbosch
She offers tuition in:
Piano (Jazz, Pop and Classical), Singing (Jazz, Pop and
Classical), Song writing, Improvisation (in any style),
Adding/writing in Jazz, Reggae, Blues, etc., Notes to music pieces,
so that it will sound better for light singing and piano, Aural for
UNISA, Trinity, Rockschool and Gr. 12 pupils for their
exams, Grade 8-12 School Music as Subject: Theory and History of
Music, University standard: Theory of Music, Teaching of
background/ restaurant music without using sheet music, Pipe
Organ, Working with music notation programmes like Sibelius (i.e.
helping people to compose music), Piano accompaniment for any
solo instrument, groups and singing.
Contact Estelle by email – estellevd@gmail.com or on mobile
number – 082 330 9137 (preferably WhatsApp)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wed 10 July

Marriage Course

Every Tuesday morning: Prayer group meets from 10h00 – 10h30 in the church. All welcome.
Every Wednesday morning: Bible study from 10h00 – 11h30 in the meeting room. All welcome.
Every second Thursday of the month: Crafts for Christ meet from 10h00 – 12h00 in the church
hall. Contact Lani Bredenkamp (082 648 8646).

Please remember to share all your precious or newsworthy moments with the newsletter
team. We depend on your input!
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