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Dear All

Seeing that Christmas is coming, we have decided to give you pictures to feast your eyes on
rather than the usual amount of text.
First up, of course, is Tony's message, which essentially asks us to focus on the lasting true gifts of
Christmas rather than soon forgotten material gifts.
Our Christmas stocking also includes a big surprise. Did you know that Liena Hoffman has gone
"Downunder?" Yes, she was very recently inducted as a minister in Australia. There is a link
provided so that you can read all about it.
Art with Heart showcases some of the amazingly beautiful articles created by the truly talented
Craft for Christ group and their equally talented counterparts in Bermuda!
Continuing with the Christmas theme, Elaine Ridge has reviewed The Most Wonderful Time of the
Year by Ace Collins. It sounds like a "December Daily Devotion" and it also reminds us what
Christmas should really be about.
A very successful golf day was held in mid-November and Brian Shephard explains that,
depending on who you talk to, it was either a balmy day (good score cards),or gale force
conditions (poor score cards). A certain family from our church will certainly have thought it was
a fabulous day. The pictures say it all and it looks as though the Springbucks were out in force!
Astrid Beyers was in church last Sunday with her camera to capture the contributions of various
members of the congregation during what can only be described as a wonderful Thanksgiving
service. We would love some more feedback from members of the congregation.
There is a final reminder of the pensioner's Christmas lunch this coming Sunday and for "oulaas"
this year, some reminders of ways to get involved. But, seeing that it's Christmas, why don't you
consider doing something special to spread a little cheer among our less fortunate neighbours?
Have a blessed and safe Christmas (and Tony, don't stress about the Christmas tree. My parents
used to put our tree up on Christmas eve, after we had gone to bed!)
Also congratulations to Tom and Joy Blok on the birth of their second great grandson, De Wet.
God bless
Jane van Wilgen
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MESSAGE FROM TONY

Dear Family,

It is the beginning of December and I have to
confess that we have not yet set up our
Christmas tree. When I was a child, the tree
always gave us a sense of excitement and we
began to look forward to Christmas day and
prezzies.
Heading into the season of advent, we hear
the old carols in the shops and read the
familiar stories and we know that it’s “that
time of year”. And then there are the
Christmas lists which, I believe, should be
posted to:
Santa Claus, 325 S. Santa Claus Lane, North
Pole, Alaska 99705.
Our boys have already begun to ask to give
us their wish list: “Training your dragon” DVD,
Dusty Crophopper plane, Monster Jam Truck.
Then there is the Nerf gun. Now I don’t like
guns, but when Tanner was about four, he
picked up the “L” out of his letter mat and
held it in his hand going, “bang bang”.

But Paul the Apostle speaks about gifts of a
different sort in 1 Corinthians 1:7 “Therefore you do not lack any spiritual
gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord
Jesus Christ to be revealed.”
The gifts we can look forward to this Christmas
as the Children of God, do not last only a
week or a month. They are eternal and, as
Paul reminds us, “For the common good” (1
Corinthians 12:7). They are gifts which bring in
a reality of which Jesus spoke when He
announced His servant – led Kingdom.
May you ask for exactly the gifts of which Paul
wrote this Christmas. The gifts of compassion,
reconciliation, healing, wisdom and love.
May your home be filled with the true gifts of
Christmas.
Peace be with you this Christmas.
Love
Tony

All of these gifts are fun, but the thing we
notice is that they are played with for a few
weeks, or even days, and then forgotten (if
they are not broken).
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NEWS FROM LIENA
Joy-ride with the Lord
Had someone told me a few months ago I would be inducted as the Rev Dr Liena Hoffman minister
of Blackall Range Uniting Church, Queensland, Australia on the 24th November 2019, I would have
responded: “What are you smoking?”
Yet, at 3pm (7am SA time) on Sunday the 24th November, I celebrated not only my Aunty Poppy Kok’s
92nd birthday, but also my induction as minister of Maleny, Montville & Palmwoods, three
congregations along the spectacular Blackall Range (see link: https://ourcommonlife.org.au/). The
Blackall range is the threshold of heaven, Down Under.
Psalm 16: 5 - 6
You, Lord, are all I have, and you give me all I need; my future is in your hands. How wonderful are
your gifts to me; how good they are!
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ART WITH HEART
by Jane Plantinga
Everyone at Crafts for Christ knits or crochets. This group meets every 3rd Thursday of the month at
one of the participants’ homes, between 10h00 and noon. Anyone is welcome to join. Please
contact leader Lani Bredenkamp on 082 648 8646 for the schedule. Many folk not in the photograph
also knit. Some examples are Cynthia Gerber who gives dance classes; Sybil Moag and her network
of knitters! Barbara Nel, and Audrey Falconer. The ladies at St Andrews in Bermuda also knit for us
and send us boxes of gorgeous items annually. Louise Houston makes weekly visits to new mothers
at Stellenbosch hospital to distribute the goods.

Audrey de Villiers knitted this beautiful blanket. She is one of Sybil Moag’s network of knitters. Louise
Houston crocheted it together while listening to a Rick Warren sermon on her laptop. Incredibly
therapeutic says Louise! The work in this creation is exquisite!

Left to right
Standing at the back: Hilary Brierley, Louise Houston, June Cilliers and Margie Hinks
On the sofa: Patricia Gouws, Thea Boucher and Lani Bredenkamp
On the floor: Marion Smit and Irene van Staden
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Crocheted blankets by Liena Hoffman’s cousin Louisa. Extra squares done by members of our
congregation
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BOOK REVIEW
by Elaine Ridge

The most wonderful time of the year
A countdown to Christmas
by Ace Collins, 2016, Nashville, Tennessee: Nashulk

If you find that that Christmas seems to be an
exhausting round of shopping and getting
everything ready, this book may be just what you
and your family need as a constant reminder of
what Christmas should be about.
Collins is an engaging writer. Reading the book is
like an adult version of an Advent Calendar – each
chapter is a delight.
It has a chapter for every day of December. Each
of them begins with a text from the scriptures. Next
comes a story about a Christmas tradition. Then
there is a popular song or a hymn with its
‘backstory’. After that a simple recipe for
something delicious or instructions for a cheap and
practical gift.
Essentially, the chapters invite
readers to reflect on and experience the joy and
wonder of Christmas.
Although some of the information is not new, for
instance where the idea of having a Christmas tree
came from, the accounts are all interesting and
deftly written. Some of it is surprising.
The first chapter, for instance, explains the extraordinary role that James Montgomery played in
establishing the tradition of singing Christmas hymns in Catholic and Protestant churches alike. This
Irish firebrand, who was passionately committed to fighting for the Independence of Ireland, wrote
the hymn ‘Angels from the realms of glory/ wing your flight o’er all the earth’ in 1815.
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FEEDBACK & NEWSFLASHES
Golf Day
The annual Stellenbosch United Church golf day held on Thursday 14th November at the Devonvale
Golf course was a great success. Blessed with a lovely clear day, with a little breeze later in the
afternoon (those with poor scores called it a gale), 120 golfers took on the course which all agreed
was in tip top condition.

A number of ladies played in the morning, which allowed them to escape the late afternoon “gale”.
As per usual the morning ladies were treated to a glass of bubbly, breakfast and flowers.

The winning Ladies 4 Ball:
Back from L-R
Rentia Hobbs,
Madeleine van Rooyen
Front from L-R
Rentia’s sister,
Kathleen Hoogenhout,
and Anneke Odendaal.
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Players were treated to a dinner at the club after
the days play, at which the prize giving and
auction was expertly handled by Mark Philp.

Mark MC

It was certainly a day for the Hobbs family as Ross
and his 3 partners took the first prize, with Rentia
and her 3 partners taking second prize.

Names from left to right:
Ross Hobbs, Niel du Plessis, Deon de Swardt, PJ Volkwyn
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With the support of all our prize sponsors, cash donations and the generosity of the players in
contributing to the raffle and taking mulligans, the organising team under the leadership of Erik
Loubser agreed that all the hard work in organising the day was well worth the effort. Thank you to
all who contributed.
Once again a huge thank you must go to the team for many hours of work in putting the day
together. They agreed that there is a definite need to enlist new team members for next year’s event
(some of the current team have served more than 10 years), so please let Brian, Erik or Mark know if
you would like to be involved in this very important fund raising event net year, which assists greatly
to the church in its ministry to the community. Thank you to Sascha at the church office for the
administration of incoming payments and putting up with all the prizes in her office.
Thank you,
Brian Shepherd

Golf Clubs presented to Tony to improve his golf
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Thanksgiving Service – 24 November
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Tom and Joy Blok on the birth of their
second great grandson, De Wet. Big brother Pieter,
insisted that his newborn brother had to have a bedtime
story.
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SAVE THE DATES

Christmas Services 2019
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Thank you for getting involved!
Every month the newsletter features ways to get involved in the community work of our church. Since
our theme for the month is thanksgiving, we’d like to share some feedback about how your generosity
is making a difference.
Book and CD sales
Second hand books are available for sale in the entrance to the Hall. Small paperbacks are R10 and Larger ones are R20. So far
this year we have raised R13,211.00. There are lots of new books to choose from, also new CDs.

Love to Give
Don’t forget to bring clothing and household goods for the Love to Give project. These are sold by women who are being trained
to start their own businesses to enable them to become self-sufficient.

Care Coins
Don’t forget to take a bottle and fill it with your small change. Every cent counts and at the end of the year this money will be
donated to Safe House L’Abrie do Dieu which provides shelter for abused women and children who are victims of sexual and
domestic violence.

Food Donations and a Call for Shoes
Every Saturday we supply a meal (eggs & vienna’s) to those who are hungry in the area. Monetary donations would be welcome
to pay for these supplies. We look for the best prices for the items we have to buy. No containers needed in summer.
Please contact Carol Chase on either 073 534 3738 or 021 887 1781.
Carol is also collecting shoes for those who are fed at the soup kitchen. Please drop off shoes that are in good enough condition
to use for walking, especially men’s shoes size 6 to 9. Carol is willing to collect donations.

Marion’s cards
Marion has made some more beautiful cards. All proceeds go towards those in need. Cards are only R5 each.

Stellenbosch Hospital
Donated baby clothes and blankets, along with lovely items created by Crafts for Christ, are delivered to new mothers at the
hospital. Other donations of clothes and blankets are more than welcome, as are ‘bum cream’ and other baby necessities.

Masifunde Crèche
Stellenbosch United supplies the crèche with food once a month, to the value of about R600. We also sponsor their alarm system,
at R450 per month.

Kayamandi outreach
The church supplies 25 Kayamandi families with groceries once a month. Donations towards this project are highly appreciated,
since we are spending in the region of R5 000 per month.

Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to the above causes, and also to the amazing
people organizing these projects! Every bit really does help, and your contribution – whether big or
small – could mean the world to someone else.
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