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New Year seems a distant memory, but I’d like 
to wish everyone a “voorspoedige Nuwe Jaar!”.  
 
Tony’s message literally plucked from the air as 
he winged his way across the Atlantic to attend 
a conference on cross-cultural    communities in 
Michigan. 
 
Then we take a step back to the Christmas         
dinner for Retired persons which Annette         
Evans attended and thoroughly enjoyed. I think 
she went under false pretenses as I don’t think 
Annette will actually ever fully retire! 
 
And because I am only in Stellenbosch               
during the week these days, I shall certainly try 
and respond to the lovely reminder to attend 
the Ash Wednesday service. 
 
Tony is not the only one that has winged his way 
across the Atlantic. Suzanne Opperman and 
her family have upped sticks to settle in Wash-
ington DC where Harri will be working for three 
years. Suzanne’s excitement about this new 
chapter in their lives is palpable. Suzanne, 
please know that we hope to have regular        
updates for our newsletter. 
 
The search is on for a name for our                 
newsletter. I am not sure if any prizes are being 
offered but please put your minds to the task 
and, see if we can come up with a suitable 
name! 
 
Love to Give has always been one of my           
favourite charities to support and especially 
when we moved, I think they received               
perhaps more than they may have wanted. 
However, it was all received with much         

gratitude. If you have wondered as I have, what 
they are all about, then wonder no more, as there 
is an article on their origins and all the things that 
they do. Very inspiring. 
 
Our beautiful little church hosted the opening  
service of the 13th Bonhoeffer Congress in               
January which was presided over by Tony and 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba. What a privilege this 
was. 
 
Sascha is always looking for innovative ways to 
make communication easier for our members. 
Now we can do so by installing Telegram onto our 
cell phones. It seems quite simple even for some-
one as technically challenged as I am, so I             
encourage you all to do so and KEEP IN TOUCH! 
(and if you are “sukkeling” a bit, Sascha says to 
pop in and she will assist you). 
 
Till next time, God Bless 
Jane van Wilgen 

http://unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za/


Dear Friends 

 

I'm writing this at 2 am South African time at 38 000 feet above the Atlantic ocean in a 

Boeing 787. That may sound quite romantic, and the destination is, the truth is due to                

excitement, discomfort and thin air, I cannot sleep. 

 

I know that the next two weeks will make it all worth it. I will be attending the Missional 

Worship Conference at the Calvin Institute for Christian Worship in Grand Rapids,            

Michigan, USA. The point of which is to learn as much as possible about cross-cultural 

communities and how they grow together. The subject is so important to me because, as 

an English speaking South African, I have found the journey into the isiXhosa culture       

enriching and demanding at the same time. The complexity of our National History 

makes any such journey full of guilt, fear and doubt, as beautiful as that journey can be 

especially when it is with the beautiful people in our United Church community. 

 

My deepest desire is to find ways of bringing us together with more of the joy and less of 

the pain. Please pray that this trip will yield some good wisdom for our little church which 

will help us better express the unity we already have. 

 

While there I will be sitting at the feet of Jane Plantinga's brother-in-law, Neal, who is           

President of the Calvin Institute, and other lecturers. 

 

Please enjoy this time leading up to lent and think of something you might make the     

subject of prayer as you choose something to fast. 

 

God Bless you and keep you. 

 

Love 

Tony 

MESSAGE FROM TONY 



Our fine Outreach Committee once again excelled themselves in their provision of an 

amazing Christmas Dinner for Retired Persons early in December 2019. A huge thank you 

for a delightful event, so charmingly done. The back-brush/sponge gift was such a 

thoughtful gesture of tender caring for us “oldies/?getting there” – it really touched my 

heart, never mind my back! Add to that the take home gift of Lindt chocs – a rare treat 

for most of us. 

 

I was in awe of the way in which the scrumptious food 

was prepared and served. For instance, we were given 

the choice of alcoholic or non-alcoholic trifle (yum!) 

reflecting sensitivity and again, care. May this caring 

Committee (and some younger members who helped 

on the day) be specially blessed for their sacrificial        

giving of time, forethought and action. Yet, this way of 

commemorating the love and compassion that the 

birth of Jesus brought into our world, is a reminder that 

even into our old age, we too, have a commission to 

multiply such gestures (Luke 12:48b).  

 

We are not all parents, but we have 

all had the experience of mothering. 

The following comes to mind when I 

think of my thirty odd years of experi-

ence with our mother Stellenbosch 

United Church, now thankfully united 

with our Kayamandi sister church: 

 

“Mother dear, the years are fleeting 

With their sorrow and their song. 

Tender was your care around us 

While we trod our childhood way. 

Now your children rise and bless you 

And you dearer grow each day.” 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Anette Evans 

START OF LENT 
Join us this year as we start the 

season of Lent with an Ash 

Wednesday service on 26th            

February at 7am. 



After many happy years in Stellenbosch (and as members of SUC), Harri, I, and our two 

little ones have embarked on our next great adventure. On 22 January we said a tearful 

goodbye to all the “oumas” and “oupas” at the airport. Twenty-four hours (!) later, we 

arrived in Washington DC, where Harri will be joining the IMF’s research team for the next 

three years. As for me, I’ll be “momming” full time and writing for fun on the side.  

It’s been a week since our arrival, and we’ve already had so many wonderful outings. 

The Air and Space Museum and the zoo were highlights for Lewin, and seeing the Lincoln 

Memorial with our own eyes was a far more extraordinary experience than I could ever 

have imagined. While we still miss South Africa, the 

Boland’s mountains, and all our loved ones terribly, 

we can’t wait to see what else our new home has 

in store for us. There will certainly be many           

challenges to overcome, but also many new 

friends to meet and wonderful places to discover!  

Sending you all much love and good wishes from 

across the Atlantic! 

xxx The Kemps xxx 

We need your help. We are looking for a name for 

this newsletter. We would love your suggestions and 

ideas.  

Please send your ideas to:                                                     

office@unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za or send us a 

WhatsApp or Telegram to 067 169 9021 

...but those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run 

and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

Isaiah 40: 31 

HELLO FROM WASHINGTON D.C. 
Suzanne Opperman-Kemp 

mailto:office@unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za?subject=Newsletter%20Name


One of the organisations that Stellenbosch United 

support is “Love to Give”.  You often hear us asking 

for donations of second hand clothing and goods 

for them.  

 

This is their story… 

On the outskirts of Stellenbosch, one of South           

Africa’s oldest and most beautiful towns, lies the      

impoverished community of Kayamandi, Every 

day, 35 000 families struggle to make ends meet. 

 

In 2005, a group of friends started making sand-

wiches for hungry school children in Kayamandi.           

Anchored in the belief that healthy children are 

happier, more alert and will have a better chance 

of being successful adults, we established our              

nutrition programme. Today, we evaluate about 3 

200 children in the community to find those who 

are malnourished. These are enrolled in our               

programme and each child receives a nutritious 

meal daily thanks to the outstanding generosity of 

our donors. 

 

Alongside this programme, we have an Enterprise 

Development programme directed at the parents 

of these children. Every six months, 100 mothers 

enroll and receive a large monthly food parcel. 

We help parents identify and create income-

earning opportunities through training and men-

torship programmes. These include skills training, 

micro-business courses, and vocational counsel-

ling. This programme also includes vegetable          

gardening, sewing classes, medical knowledge 

lectures, gym, yoga and life skills support. We assist 

parents to establish food gardens at home by           

giving them seedlings, compost and training. 

 

We hand out washable sanitary panties and              

condoms, and educate teens to make informed  

decisions about their futures and to take a stand 

against rape. 

 

See their story: https://vimeo.com/168302938  
 

To find out more and about how you might get         

involved visit their website at:  
www.lovetogive.org.za 

“The poor, no matter 

how destitute, have 

enormous untapped  

capacity; find it, be            

inspired by it and build 

upon it.” 

Robert D Lupton in 

Toxic Chairty 

https://vimeo.com/168302938
http://www.lovetogive.org.za
http://www.lovetogive.org.za


BONHOEFFER  

CONGRESS 

The 13th International Bonhoeffer Congress was held the week of 12th January.                 

Stellenbosch United hosted the opening service that evening. The service was presided 

over by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba and Tony. We then hosted a finger supper for the 

delegates and visitors in the hall after the service. The theme of the congress was “How 

the coming generation is to go on living?” The guest speakers included Wolfgang Huber, 

Nadia Marais, Thabo Makgoba, Terence Lovat and Reggie Williams. The congress was 

attended by delegates from all over the globe and hosted by the  Faculty of Theology 

at Stellenbosch University.  



Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 

serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its             

various forms. 

1 Peter 4: 10 

Do you have a heart for Children and 
sharing the Gospel?

Please chat to Tony or contact the 
Church Office.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Our first Sermon Podcast went live this week. To have a  

listen visit our website at the following link: 
unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za/podcast 

Do you have a love for children?  

A passion for sharing God’s Word? Please 

consider joining our Children’s Ministry Team.  

 

We currently use The Gospel Project  

material and all lessons plans are  

provided.  

 

Please contact the Church Office if you 

would like to find out more.  

 

021 887 0495 
office@unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za 

Flower Arrangers Needed 
The flowers in Church each Sunday are 

placed by members of the congregation. 

Sometimes in memory of someone who 

has passed away, sometimes to celebrate 

a special event and sometimes just for the 

love of it.  

 

There is a roster at the entrance to the 

Church please add your name and            

contact number to the date you choose 

and become part of this beautiful ministry. 

unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za/podcast
mailto:office@unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za?subject=Children's%20Ministry


KEEP IN TOUCH 
As we start the new year we would really like to improve our 

communication with you, keep you more informed with what is 

happening at church and with news of the family. Our main 

form of communication currently is email and our intimation 

sheet. Email is proving to be less and less effective as around 

only 30% of the subscribers open the email. And not everyone 

gets to church on a regular basis so the intimation sheets are 

limited in their reach as well. 

 

One tool we thought of trying was WhatsApp. Unfortunately they haven recently 

changed their terms of usage and large broadcast lists will no longer be allowed.  

 

So we have settled on an app called TELEGRAM. The look and feel is exactly the same 

as WhatsApp, so if you can use one you can use the other.  

 

We encourage you to give this a try. This will be one way communication - we will send 

you relevant notifications but the ability to comment or reply is not there. So no group 

chatter.  

 

Add our mobile number to your contacts (067 169 9021) to find us easily.  


