
Old Testament 

 

Isaiah 7:10–14 

 
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear 

then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore 

the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel. 

 

In ancient times it wasn’t uncommon for people to be confined to the keep or some fortification to 

avoid danger while brave warriors fought for peace and freedom. You don’t need to look too closely to 

see the parallels to our situation. 

 

The ancient King Ahaz had failed in his position as YAHWEH’s King of Israel because, in his fear, he 

had failed to trust God, but had rather made an alliance with the powerful King of Assyria, who would 

become the undoing of Israel. The prophet Isaiah challenged him to ask God for a sign that He would 

protect His people, Israel, but the hypocritical and fearful Ahaz trusted his own diplomacy over God’s 

power and protection. 

 

That is where the promise of Isaiah 7 comes in. Ahaz is gripped by fear at the power of the menacing 

neighbours, but despite his unwillingness to trust God, Isaiah promises that God will be present, faith-

fulness or not. His child: born of a promise and bearing the name of promise. Immanuel. God. With Us. 

Wherever we are with the Lord, whatever our fear or confusion, however far we have drifted from Him 

or failed to trust Him, He will not fail to be present with us in His Son Jesus. 

 

The LORD is with you 

 

Love 

Tony 


