
Dear Family, 
 
I love stories. Every night we read stories, from the Little 
Red Hen, to The Dragon Riders of Berk. We read until 
mom and dad declare, “no more stories”. But the stories 
which get the most excited reaction are the boys’ adop-
tion stories. Sometimes they ask for them and sometimes 
we just tell them. They’ll ask us to tell them about the 
“precious little boys and the mommy and daddy who 
drove and drove and drove.” Of course some of the most 
famous stories are found in the Bible, and Jesus told       
stories all the time. 
 
During the lockdown there has been lots of time to think. 
We have also been Spring cleaning in Autumn (it is Spring 
in the Northern Hemisphere). The by product is that 
we’ve found lots of nostalgia that has been buried for 
ages. Mainly photos, but also a wedding invitation, menu 
and a flag we made to mark the venue. Lots of memories. 
Some good, some sad. 
 
The thing about stories is that we get to tell them as we’d 
like to tell them. We can reinterpret the bad bits and fill 
them with hope, love and learning. I really encourage you 
to tell your stories. Parents, especially tell your children 
about your life before they were born, but also tell them 
their birth stories, up to when they can remember. 
 
Telling and retelling stories can allow God’s Spirit to           
reinterpret our lives in terms of His Grace. 
 
Love 
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 All Services & Meetings cancelled until further notice 
 Offerings can be paid via EFT.  
 Donations are being collected to feed those in need during 

the lockdown. This will be facilitated by SCAN (Stellenbosch 
Civil Advocacy Network). These can be paid into our bank 
account using the Reference: Covid.  

 To keep up to date and receive all sermons, resources etc 
please join us on Telegram. Download the App on your  
smartphone. Add our number to your contact list 
“0671699021”. Send us a “Hi” with your name and we will 
add you to the group.  

 
 
Banking details:  
Stellenbosch United Church 
Standard Bank (050610)  
Account Number: 072269901 

http://www.facebook.com/stellenboschunitedchurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnfRfrYHLmjLd_wR3AqHgDg
http://www.unitedchurchstellenbosch.co.za
mailto:office@unitedchurchstellebosch.co.za


Sunday 19 April 2020 
 
Eastertide - Wilderness: Rewriting your story 
 
Call to Worship (Read yourself or ask someone in your family to read) 

Philippians 3: 20 - 21 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will trans-
form our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.  
 
Prayer: 
Holy God, You are perfect in knowledge and understanding. Transform us as we worship so 
that we may see the world with Your eyes, be healed from the pain of our past, and have the 
compassion to deal gently with the pain of others. 

Click HERE to start the service clip. 
 
Introduction and announcements 
 
Readings: John 20: 19 - 31 & Numbers 11: 21 - 30 (Adrianne & Erin Hobbs) 
 
 

Adoration and Confession 
Lord Almighty, all the earth feel pain right now. Remind us that this broken world is Yours and 
that You weep with us over the pain. Help us to hope in You for the future and trust you for the 
strength to face our present. 
 
Forgive us for the ways in which we take out our frustration on those closest to us. As we come 
face to face with ourselves during the lockdown, teach us to see the places where we can change 
without being hard on ourselves. Teach us both humility and forgiveness of others and help us to 
accept Your forgiveness. 
 
(Pray the Lord’s Prayer together) 
AMEN 

Prayer (Read yourself or ask someone in your family to read) 

Hymn: The Lord is my Salvation (Click HERE to start the clip.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh4vMIBqU84
https://youtu.be/NjOGX5zT8KU


Ideas for intercessory prayer with your family. Join together in prayer for … (pray for a few each time you 
pray) 

• Those who have the Coronavirus disease 

• World and national leaders 
• Medical professionals & scientists working on a vaccine 

• Pharmacists 
• Nurses and others in the caring profession 

• All who serve in the essential services 
• Educators, learners and students 

• Parents home schooling and working from home 
• The Hungry 

• The organisations and individuals distributing food aid 
• Those who have lost their jobs or income  

• Those who are afraid for the lives of their families 
• Those who have lost loved ones 

• The elderly 

• Those who are alone 

Sermon: Change Management (Tony Robinson) 
 
Benediction and Prayer 


